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Father John Gordon and I
were privileged to attend the
National Cursillo Encounter in
Orange, California July 21-24.
We were there to celebrate
the 65th anniversary of Cursillo
in the United States! There
were more than 800 Cursillistas, both clergy and laypersons from the US’ Cursillo
multiple language groups of
English, Spanish, Vietnamese,
Filipino, Portuguese, Korean
and Chinese—what a joy and
a blessing to be part of it!
The days were filled with
speakers, workshops, prayer,
sharing, and of course food
and singing!
I want to try and summarize
some of the Rollos and workshops. These are just some
phrases and reflections that
had meaning for me.
The focus of the first Rollo was
“The Eucharist in Cursillo“and
given by Auxiliary Bishop of
Seattle Eusebio Elizondo. His
message was clear, filled with
bits of humor and his English
was excellent.
We need people to be
AWAKE, to learn what a real
Christian is, and that means
having a PERSONAL ENCOUN-

TER with Christ. Thinking “I
have to go to Mass” is the
wrong attitude; it is a gift, a
privilege. But some of us are
REALLY slow learners!
PIETY: The Eucharist is the
source and summit of our
faith. I love the phrase “May
you receive what you are and
become what you receive:
The body of Christ.”
In the BREAKING of the
bread, our lives, which are
broken, will be put back together with the Eucharist—
we will be transformed because the Eucharist is TRANSFORMATIVE.
ACTION: Each Mass should
be a shock to our systems, to
redeem our sins and go out
transformed. It must hurt, to
make an impact: ” I do this in
order for you to have life”.
What do I need to do with
my life once I have the
Eucharist in me? Remember
God does not impose, he
waits patiently for us to get
it.
Mahatmas Gandhi was once
quoted as saying “When I see
Christ, I want to be a Christian. When I see most Christians, I do not”. That’s one

By Barbara Kittle, Lay Director

to think about!
The Eucharist is a cosmic act,
uniting Heaven and earth
and permeating all creation.
Again, when we receive it,
we CHANGE. We should hunger for that transformation.
The Eucharist is REAL, not a
symbol, It is the real presence of God, given so we can
act divinely. The Bishop
talked about how we can be
a yo-yo, having all always
come back to us. We need
to push it out, go out with
the love and grace we receive through the Eucharist
and give it away. We need to
live what we believe.
We all know the phrase “you
have to be in it to win it”—
usually as it relates to a lottery game. Well we need to
“Arise and eat else the journey will be too great for
you” (1Kings 19:7) as God
told Elijah. We have the capacity to strengthen ourselves for the journey by receiving the Eucharist, praying
for ourselves and others, and
sharing our faith. It is our
privilege, our mission and
our joy as a Christian to be
able to do so.

Page 2

Cursillo Courier

Barbara Kittle, cont’d.
I know this is a bit long so I’ll just tell you
about part of one other talk, given by the
Archbishop of LA, Jose Horacio Gomez,
who is also the president of the USCCB.
The Conference was held on the Feast of
Mary Magdelene, and she was his focus.
He began with “Today is the feast of
Mary Magdalene, the feast of the
‘everyday apostle’”. Mary did not run at
the time of the Crucifixion, she was there
and later prepared the body for burial.
When she came back to the tomb Jesus
SPOKE her name, and she recognized
Him. It was an ENCOUNTER that every
heart is looking for, it was personal, and
it’s what we want as a Cursillista.

Jesus chose several ordinary women to
be his first witnesses.
Mary –when she said “Yes” and prayed
what would become the Magnificat.
Elizabeth—when she called Mary the
Mother of God.
Mary Magdalene when she was the first
evangelist after the Resurrection.
As Cursillistas we must be missionary
disciples, just like the first apostles and
disciples, one on one, heart to heart.
Save a soul one friendship at a time, that
is what Cursillo does!

Mary was the first to follow the “Great
Commission”—she went to the apostles
and told them “I have seen the Lord! He
is Risen!” She was the Apostle to the
apostles.

Remember Christ does not call me by my
sins, but BY MY NAME. As a PERSON we
are a vehicle of Community. Christ came
so we can discover our identity and illuminate our possibility, and recognize our
limitations. In other words, Christ came
so we could be come persons, capable of

Workshop News!

By Tony Ventola, Assistant Lay Director

DeColores, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ! We are excited about
the upcoming year with our workshops for the School of Leaders.
Our focus is going to be on the reinforcing of the basics of Cursillo. We
will be starting right at the beginning
with PreCursillo, and what that really
entails.
Along with that we will be discussing
what the roll of a sponsor should be.
Sometimes we Cursillistas who are
veterans (myself in the front of the
line) need to be reminded of the
A,B,Cs.

I hope all can attend as many workshops as possible. I am looking forward for us to continue to grow as a
community, always guided by the
Holy Spirit.
Until then, I remain your BIC.

Tony
T w o
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
from each group that participated in the
Synodal process may come and join the procession with other participating parishes,
ministries, and organizations.
Advise Barbara Kittle at bkittle@gmail.com
if interested in joining her on that day.

loving and worth being loved. This is
the part of the Charism of Cursillo. We
need to ask God to allow us to be the
channels through which He will continue
to reign.
How do we do this? Through friendship,
a fundamental element of Cursillo. It is
a grace of God, a charism to be shared.
“If I want to walk, fast, I walk alone. If I
want to go far, I walk with others”.
A faithful friend is priceless. There is no
way to measure her worth.
(Ecclesiastes 6:15)
There is much more to share and I will
do so over time, especially regarding
Eduardo Boudin and some of his writings.
As always, thank you for your faith and
dedication to this movement.
Decolores!

Barbara

Continuing the Journey
You are invited to the
Mass in Celebration of the Participation
of the Archdiocese of Newark
in the Synod on Synodality
with Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin CSsR
Sunday, October 16, 2022
12 Noon
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Haworth in
northern
Bergen
County was
the site of
the Ultreya
on May 6.
Even though it was a dark and
stormy night, that did not deter
many loyal Cursillistas from attending. Serving as Emcee was Greg Holden. Father Bob Wolfee, pastor of
Sacred Heart gave the Opening and
Closing Prayers.
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the Lay Reflection, while Deacon
Mike Giuliano gave the spiritual reflection.
Music was provided by our faithful
and talented Gordon Roehrer. Songs
included were People of God, Take
the Word of God with You, and a
favorite, Prayer of St. Francis.

St. Paul in Ramsey hosted an Ultreya
for the first time.
Witness was given by Annie Palladino.
Lay response by Betsy Trum and Fr.
John Gabriel gave the spiritual reflection.
Music was provided by the fab four
you see in the photo. Rock on!!

The Lay reflection was given by husband and wife team Cora and Ed
Koch. They shared how they met,
and how integral Christ is in their
relationship. Angie Girardin gave

Women’s 182nd Cursillo Weekend is a Go!
Rector Betsy Saksen is thanking our
Lord Jesus and all those who have
helped this weekend become a reality. With many postponements and
delays, with the Holy Spirit as Guide,
the weekend will take place October
6 — 9, 2022 at the Casa in Kearny.
The theme is “Sing to the Glory of
the Lord”. Betsy’s team includes
Kelly Enright, Angel, who will give
the Piety Rollo; Joanne Godlewski,
Ideals; Maureen Bodnar, Laity; Patty
Martinez, Study; Chinwe Osondu,

Action; Debbie Mastroeni, Leaders;
Sandy Bondarowicz, Environments;
and Agnes Czaplinski, Christianity in
Action.
Personal
contacts
are Betsy
Mathisen
and Irene
DeBernardo.
Music
Minister

is Nicole Nerli. Spiritual Advisors are Fr.
John Gordon, Fr. Ernie Rush and Sr.
Linda Klaiss. Patty Landon is Support
Rector. The Service Team is led by
Anne Ventola and Judy Faley with Mary
Jo D’Errico as Kitchen Chief. Supporting
them is Melissa McKittrick. Check out
the web site for Candidates names and
start writing Palanca!!
Sponsor’s Mass is 8 p.m. on Oct. 6.
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Day of Renewal: Go Tell the World About Me

By Robyn Barrington

On a brisk Saturday morning in July, we
gathered on the hill overlooking the
Passaic River, but I don’t think anyone
noticed, because the excitement of gathering again in person was refreshing for all
of us.
It had been a while since I last laid eyes on
many of my Cursillista brothers and sisters. We were filled with joy and anticipated the presentations of the speakers.

Mat and Kathy Glowski shared examples
of leadership, and a call to make a difference. Msgr. Paul Bochicchio reminded us that before we can take
someone to Jesus, we have to come to

our minds must be removed in order to
share the message God wants us to impart to others. Marion McGowan reminded us that the kindness shown to

We began by sharing the successes and or
disappointments we had experienced in
our efforts to Evangelize; how our actions
may have helped to bring the spirit of
Christ to others.
Our group named ‘Eight Fish and One Loaf
‘discussed our efforts and desire to bring
our families into a deeper understanding
of Christ working in our lives. We quickly
realized this was a common theme among
us; and questioned why it was so challenging. After listening to the presenters, we
felt certain that in order to reach others
and our families we had to cast our net
further and not be selective in our approach. Reinforcing what we learned post
Cursillo, opening our eyes to see Christ in
others, being consistent, persistent and
unyielding in our stand for God and his call
to us. Our goal to reach others must be
reinforced through our daily actions

him and ask for guidance on how to
approach. He broke down the parable of
the seed sower sharing the degrees of
receiving the word. Our group concluded that the roadblocks we create in

us during our lives
must be paid forward
and can be the avenue
in bringing one closer
to Christ.
Overall, I feel we left
the hill with a rejuvenation and commitment to continue the journey despite
the obstacles, accepting the commission
given to bring more disciples to God.
Decolores
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Men’s 197th Cursillo held on June 2-5, 2022
The theme for the weekend was “On Eagles
Wings,” and did we soar! Back in October,
when I had received the final “yes” from the
men who would make up the Cursillo Team for
the weekend, I said to Kelly, my wife, “God has
given me a great Team!” After I had called each
of the Candidates and spoken to them about the
weekend, I then said to Kelly, these men are
ready for Cursillo! But I have to say that I significantly underestimated God’s goodness on
both accounts! The Team was magnificent, and
the Candidates, our new Babe-Chicks, caught
FIRE!
Just as any Rector is, I had been anxious about
the start of the weekend. I was especially so,
because I had been preparing for so long. I was
first asked to be Warden for the Men’s 195th
Cursillo in July of 2018. Due to a series of unusual circumstances, I served as Warden for
almost three years before the 195th happened in
June 2021. With that much preparation, how
could I not succeed?

Well, this Team exceeded all expectations, presenting their Rollos and explaining the Cursillo
method of make a Friend, be a Friend and bring
a Friend to Christ to our new Brothers. And
these Candidates! They were not only ready,
they were like dry kindling! Once they caught
the sparks of Piety, Study and Action, they
burned bright with the FIRE of the Spirit! Pentecost came early at the Casa. Tony Ventola
once said that the Holy Spirit runs up and down
the halls of the Casa touching souls during a
weekend. Well, in this case the Spirit flew up

and down the halls—like an Eagle!
Our new brothers very eloquently and passionately described the impact the weekend
had on each of them. Their witnessing at
the Closing was very inspiring, and of course,
gratifying to the Team and Service Team. A
common theme in the witnessing was the
beginning of a new journey with Jesus. Our
new Brothers truly understand that Cursillo
is not just three days!
But perhaps the
highlight of the
weekend was a
surprise visitor
we received. On
Saturday afternoon, just as we
were finishing
lunch, this visitor,
a fellow Cursillista, stopped by to greet us. It was none
other than Cardinal Joseph Tobin! He
wished us a successful and Spirit-filled weekend and gave us his blessing. He even
shared a joke with us before he departed!
The weekend was brought to a close with a
wonderful Fourth Day witness by Kelly Enright. Kelly described in wonderful detail
what her Fourth Day Groups have meant to
her over the course of the years since she
made her Cursillo. She also told how our
Fourth Day Groups, and the Cursillo community as a whole, have supported us through
the difficulties our families have faced over
the past eight months. She encouraged our
new Brothers to take the opportunity to be
part of a
Fourth Day
Group and
assured them
it will be lifechanging!
Thank you
and congratulations on a
job well done

By Ed Enright, Rector
to all of the Team
members on the
weekend. Our
team included: Jeff
Rutkowski—Ideals;
Mickey SantiagoLaity; Hugo Santiago—Piety; Sam
Zarro—Action;
John Loman—
Study; Frank DiMola-Study of the Environments; Wendell Joyner—Christianity In Action; Ed Enright—Total Security; John Ventola-Personal Contact; Jerry DiMauroPersonal Contact; Gordon Roehrer—Music
Minister.
We had the privilege of working
with a first class
Service Team, who
was led by Pat
Ferrara, Tom Torpey and Dino Hardish. We were also backed up by a stellar
Support Team, led by Bob Weingartner.
Joe Lynch served as Warden and was a tremendous help to me throughout the preparation and the weekend. Please start looking for Candidates for Joe’s weekend, which
will be in June of next year!
A great big thank you to the entire Cursillo
community for the prayers and support sent
our way for this weekend. You all helped
make it special and blessed!
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SIXTH ANNUAL CURSILLO
TRICKY TRAY FUNDRAISER
*FOOD * FUN * FELLOWSHIP *
COME JOIN US!

Saturday November 5, 2022
Doors open at 6pm
Tricky Tray starts at 7pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
25 Purdue Ave. – Oakland, NJ
Please feel free to bring your favorite dessert for all to share!

$25 Dinner
*BYOB* *Tricky Tray* *50/50*
Please R.S.V.P to Annie Ventola by 10/22
cursillotrickytray22@gmail.com or 908-347-1315
We can pick up any baskets, just let us know!
We hope to see you all there! DeColores!

