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GOOD FRIDAY HOMILY  

“I hope that all of the virtual 

Liturgies, online retreats, 

reflections and faith forma-

tion resources over the past 

two months have been able 

to provide each of you some 

sense of comfort and spiri-

tual growth. I know how 

much our clergy miss all of 

you, as much as you miss 

coming to Mass and partak-

ing of the sacraments. All of 

us look forward to getting 

back together again in our 

own home parish worship 

space. 

Until that time, though, 

there is something with 

which I’d like you to help 

us. St. Ignatius of Loyola 

was convinced that God can 

speak to us as surely 

through our imagination  as 

through our thoughts and 

memories. In the Ignatian 

tradition, praying with the 

imagination is called CON-

TEMPLATION. It is a very 

active way of praying that 

engages our mind and heart 

and stirs up thoughts and 

emotions. 

So with some help from St. 

Ignatius, instead of you sit-

ting there - with the Church 

bringing the Liturgy into 

your home, I’d like you to 

use your imagination to 

turn that around. Close 

your eyes for a few mo-

ments and picture yourself 

coming to Church, being 

greeted by your parish 

priests, the ushers and then 

sitting in your favorite pew 

(being the creatures of 

habit that we are!). Picture 

the faces of those who 

would normally be sitting 

near you. In your mind, say 

hi and ask them how they 

are doing. 

Allow yourselves to really 

focus on the words of the 

readings we just heard and 

will continue to hear over 

the coming weeks, on the 

words of our liturgy - to 

reflect on everything you 

hear – to participate in a 

way that you might never 

have done before. Respond 

out loud to each prayer and 

hymn as if you are right 

here with us. Your service 

may be “live streamed”, or 

pre-recorded, but through 

your imagination, BRING 

yourselves INTO our virtual 

Liturgy. We want to feel 

your spiritual presence 

here with us and I really 

mean that. And while you 

are responding - be aware 
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My dear friends, It is difficult to put into words what we are all currently experiencing. You may have 
heard the phrase “six degrees of separation”, but I think that almost all of us probably know someone who 
has been directly affected by COVID-19. I pray that everyone can remain safely at home. But that is not 
enough because we are also struggling with the absence of Church, the Sacraments, and the inability to 
mourn as a community those we love and have lost during these times.  

I urge you all to seek ways to make a friend and be a friend during these times. I am proud of all the Group 
Reunions that have taken up technology platforms to stay connected (please continue to register your 
groups if you have not yet done so). 

I’d like to share with you a slightly modified homily that I gave for our Good Friday service a few weeks 
ago. I think it is still appropriate as a way to look at our confinement a little differently – to keep us better 
connected spiritually. 
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Paul Carris, cont’d. 

 socializing, embracing those you 

love,  

 your health – being alive! 

How vulnerable do we feel? Reflect on 

that as Jesus was stripped of every-

thing and was ultimately left alone on 

the Cross. Are you, or someone you 

know - alone in their home unable to 

go out without great risk?  

Think of those in hospitals who are 

not able to even have their families 

visit them. How much alone are they 

like Jesus in this time of distress. 

It is hardest for us to go through this 

especially when our loved ones have 

died in the last month because of the 

corona virus or something else. Per-

haps your imagination can see your 

loved ones as the good thief on the 

cross next to Jesus when He says to 

him “Today you will be with me in 

paradise.” That is a powerful consola-

tion that you can pray with, especially 

today – Good Friday.   

There is a scripture passage from St. 

Paul’s letter to the Colossians where 

he said, “Now I rejoice in my sufferings 

for your sake, and in my flesh I com-

plete what is lacking in Christ’s afflic-

tions for the sake of his body, that is, 

the church. . .” I’ve always wondered: 

what could possibly be lacking in the 

suffering of Christ? He suffered to the 

fullest extent possible, and for all man-

kind.   

 The answer lies in that we are 

all the Body of Christ, connected in 

ways we may never fully understand. 

But COVID-19 has shown us just how 

connected we are, how dependant on 

each other we are. What is lacking in 

Christ’s sacrifice for us is our sacrifice 

for each other since we are all part of 

His One Body: what one part feels, the 

whole Body feels. The grace of the 

Cross – the grace of carrying of our 

own crosses - must still be lived out by 

us. Once again, what we are collec-

tively experiencing helps to bring this 

passage from St. Paul to life.  

My friends, I’ve asked you to use your 

imagination to connect the harshness 

of what we are currently living 

through with the harsh reality that our 

Lord experienced for us. If he did not 

become one of us, he could not have 

experienced these sufferings. Good 

Friday was a terrible time 2000 years 

ago and it is a very real struggle for 

everyone in the world today as well. 

But we are not a people of the Cruci-

fixion. We are a Resurrection People!  

We are an Easter people! This year we 

are experiencing a taste of what that 

first Holy week was like, still in our 

homes daring to believe that hope is 

on the horizon. Our Hope is in the Res-

urrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday. 

That is where our faith starts, that is 

what carries us in times of trouble, 

that is what we are meant to share 

with everyone else in this world. 

And when all the church doors are 

open once again, all of us here pray 

that the pews will be filled to over-

flowing, sharing once again the Real 

Presence of Jesus and the real pres-

ence of each other:  

as a Community and 

as the One Body of Christ: 

CORPUS CHRISTI. 
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of what you would be seeing while here 

– the altar, the familiar statues - aware 

of what you’re feeling. Bring those feel-

ings into this time of worship. Bring 

those parts of you before our Lord. 

We just read the Passion of Jesus Christ. 

Now that you have fully placed your-

selves here with us, continue to use 

your imagination to put yourselves into 

those scenes with Jesus. Let the events 

of Jesus’ life be present to you right 

now. Pay attention to the details: sights, 

sounds and even smells of the event. 

On Palm Sunday, the crowds joyously 

welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem. Place 

yourself in that scene: you are part of 

that crowd. But what happened in the 

following days of this Holy Week? They 

all disappeared in fear.  

 We always hear that Jesus is at our 

side. We are being given this remark-

able opportunity in history to walk 

alongside Him on His journey to Cal-

vary and beyond. We can do that NOW 

more than ever before, because we are 

in a place that knows fear and anxiety. 

A suffering Jesus was abandoned by 

everyone in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Has your fear left you feeling alone dur-

ing this pandemic?  Has it left you won-

dering where is God? 

Think of when Jesus is stripped of his 

clothing. How do we feel at being 

stripped of all the things that we have 

always taken for granted:  

 an open Church,  

 receiving the sacraments,  

 sports, a prom, a graduation for 

our children 

 a dinner out,  
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Father:  “I’m Ready For My Close-up Now…” 

Who would have thought that your pas-
tor would be a movie star? 

I know that Mass on TV is not exactly 
new.  EWTN and other Catholic channels 
have provided this service for years.  But 
it was mainly used by shut-ins, those 
who because of illness or lack of trans-
portation do not leave their homes that 
often.  We of (mostly) able limb and 
constitution had the great gift of attend-
ing Mass in person. How MUCH I took 
that gift for granted!  

Now we have couches instead of pews, I 
Pad or  phone or computer screens in-
stead of actual brick and mortar altars 
and columns, and  if you are lucky, fam-
ily (both 2-legged and 4-legged) instead 
of our church community.  The most 
precious gift of the Eucharist is replaced 
by a Prayer of Spiritual Communion.   

I will confess right now that when I 
watch the Mass online, I do not always 
sit, stand or kneel when I should. I have 
been known to drink a cup of tea during 
it as well. I don’t know about you but 
pajama pants or sweats are my usual 
attire for the service!   I do the re-

urge you to look for some other Masses 
once in a while during the week. You can 
usually find them on a parish website, 
saved for a few days after a Sunday.   

I was VERY blessed these past two Sun-
days to be able to actually go to Mass 
and be a lector!  I did have to put on real 
pants and shoes and even a bit of 
makeup (hey I was going to be on cam-
era!).  But the joy I received in sitting, 
kneeling, standing and praying in an ac-
tual church cannot be measured.  And 
most of all, being able to actually receive 
the Precious Body of Christ was unbeliev-
able.  Any wonder what my “moment 
closest to Christ” was for these past two 
weeks? 

I do hope you are all safe and keeping 
your faith alive during this time. Read a 
little more, attend Zoom or other group 
APPs for your group reunion, and do a 
little sermon surfing when you need a lift.  
I pray that the time will quickly come 
when we will once again be together to 
share our beautiful faith community.   

DeColores!   

sponses and listen to the sermons, 
which have been for the most part won-
derful! I know there are distractions at 
home during this time, perhaps more 
than when I am in Church, but I find 
myself really listening to the Word—and 
even following it in my Magnificat. I find 
I WANT this connection more than 
when I was able to attend in person.   

I also like the fact that you can “sermon 
surf”—-checking out other parishes’ 
streaming services or those of Bishop 
Barron or Father Mike Schmitz or Cardi-
nal Tobin for example, great points of 
view to compare. And an unabashed 
shameless plug for Father Thomas Lip-
nicki’s sermons, just like on a weekend 
he nails it every time.  So we can receive 
many blessings from having to watch 
the Mass from home. If you have not I 

By Barbara Kittle, Assistant Lay Director 

Cursillo Schedule Changes 

It is no surprise that all scheduled events 

for the Cursillo Movement of the Arch-

diocese of Newark are suspended.  As 

restrictions are lifted, announcements 

will be made as to the scheduling of Ul-

treyas, School of Leaders and the Day of 

Renewal. 

Given the restrictions on gathering of 

groups,  the Women’s 181st Weekend 

with Betsy Saksen, Rector originally 

scheduled for May 28, 2020 is now re-

scheduled to November 12-15, 2020 .  

Therefore the Women’s 182nd Weekend 

with Mary Ellen Weiland, Rector will 

signed up then and there!  So no need 

to delay making that friend,  and as our 

Lay Director said, bring that friend to 

Christ by helping them through these 

tough times. 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

register your 4th Day Group with the 

Secretariat.  Include the number of 

members, how often you meet, if your 

group represents a community or par-

ish, and a contact person’s name, phone 

and email.  Send info to this editor at 

decolores7@optonline.net. 

move to April 22-25, 2021.  Gratitude to 

the women of both teams for their con-

tinuing commitment and flexibility. 

The Men’s 195th Weekend scheduled for 

March 26-29, 2020 has been moved to 

March, 2021. Gordon Roehrer is Rector. 

Applications are available on the website 

mycursillo.com and can still be sent in.   

The Secretariat had a booth at the Men’s 

and Women’s Conferences at Seton Hall 

University in March.  Several potential  

candidates expressed interest and one 

man actually filled out an application and 



With the unplanned downtime, I too have 

time to reflect on the past few weeks stay-

ing at home.  It’s been a roller-coaster ride 

of emotions that have come my way.  I’d 

like to share a few rambling thoughts from 

my isolation booth.   

       I spend a lot of time connecting with 

friends and simply asking “How are you”?  

When you have anxiety, “I’m good” is a 

great response and all you need to know. 

       A ton of gratitude for my brother, sis-

ter-in-law and nephew (fireman) who con-

tracted coronavirus and is just coming out 

of isolation. Thank God!  No, it wasn’t a 

good idea to travel to the firehouse and 

teach a bunch of guys how to make fresh 

mutz! 

       Comforting my first cousin who lost 

her husband suddenly due to a massive 

heart attack with no family funeral. A ser-

vant to his community and church.  A 

great man/father/husband who was called 

way too early. A double dose of pain really 

hurts.  God has a plan. 

       Offering my career coaching services 

gratis to those who have lost their jobs.  

No, you can’t do this on your own so don’t 

even try.  Giving stuff away never felt so 

good. 

       Listening to my wife Marilyn remotely 

teach her students, often waking them up 

(“Sorry Mrs. W, my bad).  I keep telling her 

you can’t scream at the computer.  I often 

hear her multi-tasking by turning on her 

favorite prayers, sometime singing along, 

making sure the mic is on mute. 

       Remote Mass:  what a great way to 

“almost” be there. Who would have 

thought that our favorite priests/deacons 

are now professional actors?  

       O Romeo, O Romeo, wherefore art 

thou Romeo…..missing my Wednesday 

morning breakfast with the ROMEOS 

(Retired Old Men Eating Out Some-

times).  Although not retired, I am in-

spired by these wise men of Christ. 

Sometimes the health updates take up 

the entire breakfast.  Till we meet again. 

       Running and saying the rosary has 

more meaning than ever.  Mary, heal 

those who are hurting right now. 

       I should have bought stock in a 

bathroom bidet company to supplement 

my shrinking 201K plan. 

       A fellow Cursillista is selling t-shirts 

that say “Covid-19 Survivor”.  A fund-

raiser for 

vaccine 

research. 

I hope 

we all 

can buy 

one and 

wear it 

proudly. 

       I’ve 

witnessed two new marching maneu-

vers:  the dog-walk “zig-zag” and the 

coronavirus “about face”.  Both are 

avoidance tactics.  Approaching dog 

owners switch to opposite sidewalks 

quickly and supermarket shoppers 

abruptly turn around in front of you 

when they realize they’re too close.  

       My bathroom renovation project is 

at a standstill.  Really?  How many more 

weeks of 4 people sharing a single 

shower?  I didn’t think a shower shelf 

could hold so many different shampoos 

with names like “Dumb Blonde” and 

“Oliology”. I’m happy with my VO5. 

       My nephew’s bachelor party in April 

was cancelled. Whew!  I think Christ 

found a great way to save me. 

       I miss Mass, my eucharistic minister-

ing and Monday night adoration.  So 

true, the best way to appreciate some-

thing is to be without it for a while.  

I guess I long for Christ more than ever.  

He’ll get us back on track soon and it will 

be better than ever!   

Happy Easter to you and your families! 

Stay safe and be well! 

DeColores 

Reflections In The Time Of Corona 
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By Bob Weingartner 

 



Brothers and Sisters: 
 
We hope you are all safe and not going 
too stir crazy during this trying time. We 
hope to see many of you at a 4th Day 
gathering again in the not-too-distant fu-
ture.  

Meanwhile, keep in mind that almsgiving 
is one of the three activities of Lent with 
prayer and fasting. Even though Lent is 
over, right now would be an excellent time 
to give in several directions if you have not 
been hit severely by the economic disrup-
tions caused by the coronavirus. 

First, some useful info: the federal relief 
bill signed into law gives even non-
itemizers a $300 tax deduction for charita-
ble contributions.  
 
One area to think about increased contri-
butions is to the parishes which have fixed 
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Message from our Treasurer 

expenses but reduced revenue while 
masses have been stopped.  
 
Also please consider donating to the 
Archdiocese. It is being asked for an 
enormous amount of support during the 
pandemic while revenue has suffered.  
The Annual Appeal information is avail-
able online at rcan.org. 
 
And if you would like to make an offer-
ing to Cursillo, our new address is      
P.O. Box 244, Haworth, NJ 07641. 

Also think about local non-profits that 
are trying to do more with less revenue. 
A few near and dear to my heart are: (1) 
Food pantries such as the Office of Con-
cern Food Pantry in Englewood, (2) Fam-
ily Promise of Bergen County which 
helps homeless families, and (3) Marble-
Jam Kids in Hackensack which brings the 

arts to autistic children.  Go online for 
these and many other worthy non-
profits. 
 
Finally, there are the pro-life shelters for 
single expectant moms. They are also 
hurting right now. Some worthy local 
ones: Several Sources, New Hope, and 
Good Counsel. 
 
One other thing: consider donating 
blood because blood is badly needed 
right now. Your donation can literally 
help save lives. 
 
We hope this unique time is proving to 
be a means of spiritual growth for eve-
ryone, and that we will see many of you 
at a Cursillo event as soon as the restric-
tions due to the coronavirus are lifted. 
 
De Colores 

By Ed Koch 

WORLD QUARANTINE 
 
The Latin root of the word "quarantine" is 
"forty". 
 
So what does the Bible say about 40?   
 
The flood lasted 40 days. 
 
40 years Moses fled Egypt. 
 
40 days Moses stayed on Mount Sinai to 
receive the Commandments. 
 
Exodus lasted 40 years. 
 
Jesus fasted for 40 days. 
 
Lent is 40 days. 
 
40 days for a woman to rest after giving 
birth. 
 
A group of theologians thinks 
the number 40 represents 
"change”.  It is the time of pre-

paring a person, or people, to make a 
fundamental change.  
 
Something will happen after these 40 
days. Just believe and pray.  Remember, 
whenever the number 40 appears in the 
Bible, there is a "change". 
 
Please know that during this 
"quarantine" rivers are cleaning up, 
vegetation is growing, the air is becom-
ing cleaner because of less pollution, 
there is less theft and murder, healing is 
happening, and most importantly, peo-
ple are turning to Christ.  The Earth is at 
rest for the first time in many years and 
hearts are truly transforming. 
 
So, during this time, enjoy it with your 
loved ones and return to the family altar 
together. Family prayer is a great bless-
ing.  Through prayer you will see the 
changes God can work in 
you and in your 
home.  Christ promises us 
that everything works to-

gether for the good for those who love 
God: Romans 8:28! 
 
Remember we are in the year 2020, and 
20 + 20 = 40.  
 
Also, 2020 is the year of the United 
States Census.  Jesus Christ, the savior 
of the world, was born during a census. 
 
Lastly, 20/20 is perfect vision.  May our 
sight focus on the Lord and living ac-
cording to His perfect vision for us 
knowing He holds us in the palm of His 
hand. 
 
May these days of "quarantine" bring 
spiritual liberation to our souls, our na-
tion, and our world. 
 
The best is yet to come.  
 
Trust in the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

 
40 40 40 
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From School of Leaders:  Pre-Cursillo 101 

At a recent School of Leaders, our Pre-
Cursillo section of the Secretariat pre-
sented this information on what Pre-
Cursillo is all about and distributed new 
brochures and invitation cards.  Here is a 
summary of that presentation. 

 

 

Pre-Cursillo is not: 

About the numbers: it’s not based on 

the quantity of candidates.  

Ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp

pppppppppp 

About the weekend and getting 

“enough” for a specific weekend. 

Pppppppppppppppp 

A business transaction completed by 

means of a hard sell. 

An invitation to join a club or “secret” 

society.     

Ppppppppppppppppppppppppp 

A competition to see who can sponsor 

the most candidates. 

Promoted via a “guilt trip”, pressuring 

someone who loves you to commit be-

cause they want to make you happy. 

A stand-alone task with a definitive be-

ginning and end. 

A one-on-one relationship between just 

you and the prospective candidate. 

Confined to only one approach. 

 

By Eileen  McGuire & Ginny Topolski    

Pre-Cursillo is the introductory phase of our Cursillo movement, the initiation of our 

evangelization process.  We all know the truth of how important it is to identify candi-

dates and bring them to Cursillo in order to keep the movement growing and vibrant.  

As Jesus Himself reminds us in Matthew 9:37, “The harvest is abundant but the labor-

ers are few.” Yet should our mission be focused on bringing in the numbers?   Or is our 

mission the same mission as the Church: to evangelize, to bring others to Christ? 

Our credo is to “Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ”.  Yet in 2013 the 

National Cursillo Center noted an interesting---and all too accurate---evolution: that in 

many cases our focus has shifted to, “Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Cur-

sillo”. 

So what is Pre-Cursillo…and what is it not? 

The new brochure was recently introduced at a 

session of the School of Leaders.  Copies are 

available from the Secretariat. 

Pre-Cursillo is: 

About a commitment to accompany some-

one who is ready and has the desire to 

move forward in their journey toward 

Christ. 

About relationship and accompaniement 

on a daily basis and always keeping Christ 

front and center. 

An invitation to and encouragement of 

friendship based on faith. 

Inviting someone, if they choose, to be-

come part of a loving faith-filled commu-

nity. 

Working with one another to keep the 

movement vibrant and growing. 

About friendship, authentic friendship, 

whether or not your friend chooses to 

make Cursillo. 

An ongoing process that truly never really 

ends.   

About community and the Cursillo move-

ment. 

About trying many different approaches.  

What works for me may not work for you. 
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Here are some thoughts on 

how to approach pre-Cursillo 

and our call to evangelization:  

Bring an attitude of joy to your prayer, wor-

ship and day-to-day activities!  A living 

example of a joyful, spirit-filled life 

speaks much louder than words, and 

often inspires people to think “I want 

what they have!”  

Pray…every day!  “Ask the master of the har-

vest to send out laborers for His har-

vest.”  Jn. 9:37.  Pray a brief prayer 

every day for guidance in your pre-

Cursillo efforts.  You can use a prayer 

from our Pilgrim’s Guide, or just talk to 

Christ in your own words…but don’t let a 

day go by without seeking support from 

Christ. 

Start the active, the “doing” phase of palanca 

for the next Cursillo weekend as soon as 

one is over.  This will serve as a continual 

reminder for you to be aware of your envi-

ronment, and those in your environment 

who might soon be ready for a Cursillo 
experience.  Reflect on how get to know 

them better well in advance of a weekend. 

Discuss your evangelization efforts to “Make a 

friend, be a friend and bring a friend to 

Christ” as part of the “action” portion of 

every group reunion.  We learn from each 

other, and as we encounter roadblocks or 

frustrations, our sisters and brothers in 

Christ may have some words of wis-

dom to help us along. 

Use the new Cursillo brochure and invita-

tion cards.  We’re often stumped when 

someone asks, ”What exactly is Cursillo?”  

The new brochure provides a basic expla-

nation of the Cursillo experience from start 

to finish, offers a gentle invitation to con-

sider Cursillo, and enables you to provide 

contact information for interested individu-

als to keep in touch.    

 

The invitation card provides some great 

conversation starters, and serves as contact 

information so that your new friend can 

touch base with you at a later date.   These 

are also available from the Secretariat. 

Pre-Cursillo 101, cont’d. 

"I can do all things through him who strengthens me."  

 

Cursillista Nicole Nerli is in the trenches 

caring for Covid-19 patients every day. 

Usually, she is an occupational therapist. 

Since the pandemic, she has been moved 

to a regular floor in the hospital, assisting 

the nursing staff. She spends her day 

running. Because of her comprehensive 

training, she has been able to assist with 

feeding, cleaning, and comforting the 

patients, in addition to stocking supplies 

where needed. And she prays. Con-

stantly. She realizes how alone the pa-

tients are, so she prays for them before 

she enters their rooms, she prays with 

them and comforts them, and as they roll 

them down the hallways, she prays for 

the repose of their souls. Today, she 

spent time with a coworker who lost a 

family member, comforting her, and 

sharing her own faith witness with her. 

 

Her days are long and stressful. But nights 

and weekends are filled with anxiety. She 

misses Daily Mass, and the Eucharist. But 

she is building faith-filled relationships in 

this new normal and bringing the Light of 

Christ to the bleakness that surrounds her. 

 
De Colores 
 

By Judy Faley Philippians 4:13 

Find the latest 

info at  

mycursillo.com 
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Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to 
God, the Father of mercies, that this great 
suffering may end and that hope and peace 
may dawn anew.  Plead with your divine Son, 
as you did at Cana, so that the families of the 
sick and the victims be comforted, and their 
hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers 
and volunteers who are on the frontline of 
this emergency, and are risking their lives to 
save others.  Support their heroic effort and 
grant them strength, generosity and contin-
ued health. 
 
Be close to those who assist the sick night and 
day, and to priests who, in their pastoral con-
cern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to 
help and support everyone. 
 
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and 
women engaged in scientific research, that 
they may find effective solutions to overcome 
this virus. 
 
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, 
solicitude and generosity they may come to 
the aid of those lacking the basic necessities 
of life and may devise social and economic 
solutions inspired by farsightedness and soli-
darity. 
 
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that 
the enormous funds invested in developing 
and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on 
promoting effective research on how to pre-
vent similar tragedies from occurring in the 
future. 
 
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are 
all members of one great family and to recog-
nize the bond that unites us, so that, in a 
spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help 
to alleviate countless situations of poverty 
and need.  Make us strong in faith, persever-
ing in service, constant in prayer. 
 
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace 
all your children in distress and pray that God 
will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free 
us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can 
serenely resume its normal course. 
 
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of 
salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, 
O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.   
 
Amen. 

Pope Francis Asks for Prayers 

Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis 
to the Faithful for the Month of May 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
          The month of May is approaching, a 
time when the People of God express with 
particular intensity their love and devotion 
for the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is traditional 
in this month to pray the Rosary at home 
within the family.  The restrictions of the 
pandemic have made us come to appreciate 
all the more this “family” aspect, also from a 
spiritual point of view. 
          For this reason, I want to encourage 
everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying 
the Rosary at home in the month of 
May.  This can be done either as a group or 
individually; you can decide according to 
your own situations, making the most of 
both opportunities.  The key to doing this is 
always simplicity, and it is easy also on the 
internet to find good models of prayers to 
follow. 
          I am also providing two prayers to Our 
Lady that you can recite at the end of the 
Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the 
month of May, in spiritual union with all of 
you.  I include them with this letter so that 
they are available to everyone. 
          Dear brothers and sisters, contemplat-
ing the face of Christ with the heart of Mary 
our Mother will make us even more united 
as a spiritual family and will help us over-
come this time of trial.  I keep all of you in 
my prayers, especially those suffering most 
greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for 
me.  I thank you, and with great affection I 
send you my blessing. 
 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020 
 

 

 

FIRST PRAYER 

 
O Mary, 
You shine continuously on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 
Sick, 
who, at the foot of the cross, 
were united with Jesus’ suffering, 
and persevered in your faith. 
“Protectress of the Roman people”, 
you know our needs, 
and we know that you will provide, 
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 
joy and celebration may return 
after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 
For he took upon himself our suffering, 
and burdened himself with our sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
 
We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 
Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, 
but deliver us always 
from every danger, 
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
 
SECOND PRAYER 
 
“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of 
God”. 
 
In the present tragic situation, when the 
whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, 
we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother, 
and seek refuge under your protection. 
Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards 
us amid this coronavirus pandemic.  Comfort 
those who are distraught and mourn their 
loved ones who have died, and at times are 
buried in a way that grieves them deeply.  Be 
close to those who are concerned for their 
loved ones who are sick and who, in order to 
prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be 
close to them.  Fill with hope those who are 
troubled by the uncertainty of the future and 
the consequences for the economy and em-
ployment. 
 



 

Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began 

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, 

each land. 

  

People were sick, hospitals full, 

Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school. 

  

As winter gave way to the promise of 

spring, 

The virus raged on, touching peasant 

and king. 

  

People hid in their homes from the en-

emy unseen. 

They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-

distanced, and cleaned. 

  

April approached and churches were 

closed. 

“There won’t be an Easter,” the world 

supposed. 

  

“There won’t be church services, and 

egg hunts are out. 

No reason for new dresses when we 

can’t go about.” 

  

Holy Week started, as bleak as the 

rest. 

The world was focused on masks and 

on tests. 

  

“Easter can’t happen this year,” it pro-

claimed. 

“Online and at home, it just won’t be 

the same.” 

  

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the 

days came and went. 

The virus pressed on; it just would not 

relent. 

  

The world woke Sunday and nothing 

had changed. 

The virus still menaced, the people, 

estranged. 

  

“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world 

was grumbling. 

“They’re finding out now that no Easter 

is coming. 

  

“They’re just waking up! We know just 

what they’ll do! 

Their mouths will hang open a minute 

or two, 

And then all the saints will all cry boo-
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The churches are empty - but so is the 

tomb, 

And Jesus is victor over death, doom, 

and gloom. 

  

So this year at Easter, let this be our 

prayer, 

As the virus still rages all around, eve-

rywhere. 

  

May the world see hope when it looks at 

God’s people. 

May the world see the church is not a 

building or steeple. 

May the world find Faith in Jesus’ 

death and resurrection, 

May the world find Joy in a time of de-

jection. 

May 2020 be known as the year of sur-

vival, 

But not only that - 

Let it start a revival. 
 

How the Virus Stole Easter   

hoo. 

  

“That noise,” said the world, “will be 

something to hear.” 

So it paused and the world put a 

hand to its ear. 

  

And it did hear a sound coming 

through all the skies. 

It started down low, then it started to 

rise. 

  

But the sound wasn’t depressed. 

Why, this sound was triumphant! 

It couldn’t be so! 

But it grew with abundance! 

  

The world stared around, popping its 

eyes. 

Then it shook! What it saw was a shock-

ing surprise! 

  

Every saint in every nation, the tall and 

the small, 

Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all! 

  

It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It 

came! 

Somehow or other, it came just the 

same! 

  

And the world with its life quite stuck in 

quarantine 

Stood puzzling and puzzling. 

“Just how can it be?” 

  

“It came without bonnets, it came with-

out bunnies, 

It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or 

money.” 

  

Then the world thought of something it 

hadn’t before. 

“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t 

come from a store. 

Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little 

bit more.” 

  

And what happened then? 

Well....the story’s not done. 

What will YOU do? 

Will you share with that one 

Or two or more people needing hope in 

this night? 

Will you share the source of your life in 

this fight? 

  

By Kristi Bothur  (with a nod to Dr. Seuss)   



 

“I am the Living Bread that came 

down from Heaven"   John 6:51-58 

His Real Presence 

These past few weeks we have all had to 

come to terms with not only the meaning 

of what is happening in the physical world 

around us, but we also realize that God is 

calling each one of us to draw very  close 

to Him.   

When I found out that the doors to 

churches would be closed, I felt a pain in 

my heart and a shudder of fear knowing 

that for most of us the door to the taber-

nacle would not be open for us to receive 

Jesus. The hands of our priests would not 

be able to bring us the beautiful gift of the 

Mass and Eucharist in person, in commu-

nity. When would I be able to receive Je-

sus again or visit Him whenever I wanted 

to in Adoration?  

Then I remembered… my pyx, the holy 

receptacle of carrying Jesus to the home-

bound. I hurried to the closet, to the small 

bag where I always keep my pyx. I hoped 

there would be very small particles of the 

consecrated host, still clinging to the 

sides of the pyx. I opened it. Yes! The 

particles appeared like a fine dust around 

the edges. One or two of them clung to 

the center. I closed the cover…tears 

came to my eyes because what I had 

seen was very precious to me.  

The next morning, I woke up, went to the 

computer to search for a daily Mass. I 

found Bishop Barron’s 8:15 am live Mass. 

I put the pyx and crucifix on a small white 

cloth next to me and with my Magnificat 

readings followed along with the Mass. 

At the time of consecration, I opened the 

pyx and searched for the tiniest particle I 

could see. I waited until the priest had 

received his communion. Then, I touched 

the particles of sacred species. I placed it 

on my tongue……Oh Sacrament most 

Holy, Oh Sacrament Divine, all praise and 

all thanksgiving, be every moment 
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thine….I made an act of Spiritual Com-

munion…   

I have been in this routine for more than 

3 weeks. My pyx is next to me every 

morning when I attend my virtual mass. 

All the minute particles of the sacred 

species now appear to be gone, but you 

know what? His Real Presence is always 

with me, with all of us, who have hope 

in Him. God’s Love, Mercy and Grace are 

all around us giving us courage and 

strength to face each day as it comes 

according to His will for our lives. He has 

not abandoned us! 

“Although you have not seen him, you 

love him; even though you do not see 

him now yet you believe in him, you 

rejoice with an indescribable and glori-

ous joy, as you attain the goal of (your) 

faith, the salvation of your souls.”   

1Peter 1: 8           

 -- Diane Calabrese 

 

“My soul rests in God alone, from 

whom comes my salvation.  God alone 

is my rock and salvation, my fortress; 

I shall never fall.”  Psalm 62: 1-2 

 

There are things in life I have taken for 

granted. Each morning I woke up to a daily 

routine: I showered, ate breakfast, hopped 

in my car to drive to work. I went through 

life just like everyone else. 

 

Today, I wake up to put on a new hat, just 

like most of us. 

 

How do I change from this feeling of de-

spair while I am home playing a new role? 

How can I be grateful for the things I am 

now experiencing? How can I stop being 

selfish when there are people suffering 

and dying in a hospital or a home, sepa-

rated from their own families, grieving 

for lost ones without a chance to say 

goodbye or to have closure, as well as 

those who continue to work and put 

their lives in jeopardy each day, while I 

sit home and mope around like a child? 

 

I have a great support system with my 

4th day group. I read. I study. I pray the 

rosary and one of the Psalms each night. 

I receive my reflections in my inbox each 

day from different sources. I, along with 

everyone else, was not able to attend 

Mass on Sundays. I watched Sunday 

Mass live streamed on TV with Fr. Mike 

Schmitz and that helped me be present 

in Spiritual communion, yet something 

was missing for me. Holy week was 

quickly approaching, and I felt my heart 

breaking. 

 

BUT, something wonderful happened!!  

My fave, Dr. Tim Gray, started a live 

Bible Study for Holy Week, beginning 

with Palm Sunday, The Passion of the 

Lord through Easter Monday and into 

Divine Mercy Sunday. It was my oppor-
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meditation on what that particu-

lar Station meant to us. We usually 

do this spiritual exercise in the 

Chapel of St Ann, part of St Jo-

seph's church in Oradell. 

 

Anyway, since this year has been so 

vastly different, we did our meet-

ing via the Zoom app. We were all 

there, including Rick Buff and Chris 

Sontag from long distance! First 

time we've seen Rick in over a year 

and Chris for several months. It 

was wonderful to see them and we 

did our Stations on Good Friday 

evening. 

 

De Colores! 

—Steve Taylor  

 

 

 

Seems like new Palanca and a 

'sunshiney' door just opened, sort of 

like a new, better definition of  

'Friends With Benefits'?  I just had 

a much larger group than usual of 

Cursillistas get up to actually try to 

make a 0730Hr video-conference 

Fourth Day Group headed by Ed 

Koch.  The Zoom connection failed, 

so no actual Grouping, but I see at 

least three fabulous benefits from it 

anyway:  [1] many more actually 

tried to Group than usual, and 

perhaps when Covid sneaks away 

they all now may join us physically 

for Group, given that they now are 

motivated to get up early again; 

[2] lots of weekend-starting Pal-

anca just streamed to Heaven that 

otherwise would have been just 

snorings; and [3] I just learned that 

I may not be the only one who 

can't do Zoom correctly, which 

makes me feel that I may NOT BE 

ALONE  in that rowboat of tech 

screw-up’s that slowly floats up 

that famous creek---a realization 

that has me up and motivated to 

now annoy so many others, like 

you, with an early weekend-

starting 'De Colores'  [sort of like 

an extra 'rolling of the clock back', 

to give you more waking hours to 

say Rosaries or do more good 

things for others than usual 

 

So,  DE COLORES! 

—Tony Seymour 

 

tunity to grow closer to the Lord, in my 

own time, in my own space. 

 

The study began with the biblical account 

of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 

Dr. Tim Gray and his different guest each 

day spoke about the significance of differ-

ent events in the gospels beginning with 

why Jesus rode on a donkey or why we 

wave palms on Palm Sunday. I also did not 

realize that the apostle John was the only 

apostle present at the crucifixion of Jesus. 

He was witness to what happened to 

Christ on that day. I learned about how 

Jesus is the New Adam. Through Adam’s 

disobedience sin entered the world, Jesus, 

the new Adam, allowed salvation to enter 

the world. This is something I would like to 

explore and study in the future. Each day I 

had the opportunity to walk with Jesus 

Christ through this bible study offered by 

the Augustine Institute on Formed.org.  

 

  Today, I have found a new joy as I 

celebrate the resurrection of the Lord 

each day. No matter the circumstance that 

I find myself in, Christ is my refuge. He has 

been with me all along. I just needed a 

new wake up call. Christ leads me right to 

where I need to be.   

— Patty Martinez 

 

 

 

Happy Easter! In deed He has risen!     

De Colores! 

 

I'd like to report that our Group 

hosted our latest meeting via Zoom 

this past Good Friday. We have an 

annual tradition where we get to-

gether to do Enzlers Way of the 

Cross. We each take a station, read 

the station script, then offer a brief 



 

As you begin your Fourth Day today, 

I’m sure you feel you want to treas-

ure and protect and never forget all 

you have experienced.  I would like 

to share with you two different ways 

of doing just that. 

Here in my hand is a pearl.  Look at 

it.  What do you see?  A beautiful, 

already formed, perfect, complete, 

non-changing treasure. 

Your Cursillo weekend could possi-

bly become just that:  perfect, com-

pletely beautiful, something to be 

hidden away and treasured, to be 

taken out at special times, examined 

and appreciated and then put away 

again. 

In my other hand is a seed.  A pea 

seed. 

It looks all shriveled up, but it is 

alive.  It has the potential to grow.  

It subjects itself to the soil which 

covers it, to the heat of the sun, to 

the rain which swells it and then, to 

the braking of its shell in order to 

bring forth new life. 

Your Cursillo weekend could be like 

the pea seed:  alive and holding the 

promise of new life.  But, it means 

saying “Yes” to all that will be. 
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its arms in order to touch.  Before 

you know it, the whole pea patch is 

touching, LIKE A COMMUNITY! 

And – it is only when the plants are 

touching each other, not independ-

ently, but interdependently, that they 

are now ready to bear fruit, just like 

us. 

I invite all of you to plant yourselves 

in a group of friends:  GROUP REUN-

ION.  Remember that peas grow in 

pods – 5 or 6 in a pod – again like a 

GROUP REUNION. 

Give yourself acceptance, faith in 

God, hope in all the promises of Jesus 

and the love of your community. 

Feel your shell break, watch your new 

growth go down and take root – then 

go up and praise God – and then out 

to touch your sisters and brothers. 

Your Cursillo Weekend will then live 

and thrive and grow. 

Happy 4th Day. 

De Colores 

 

Jo Schneider is Annie Ventola’s aunt.  
She has been grouping for over 50 
years.  She gave this 4th Day Witness 
Rollo at a closing in 1986. 

Babe Chicks’ Choice:  the Pearl or the Seed? 

Will your weekend be like the pearl 

or the seed? 

Hopefully, you will choose the path of 

the seed. 

Tomorrow is a special day for two 

reasons.  It is the feast of St. Patrick 

and it is also the traditional day for 

planting pea seeds.  Peas are planted 

while winter is still here, in March.  

There is usually no greenery around, 

only the promise.  The hard winter-

baked soil must be softened to pre-

pare for the seeds. 

The seeds are planted close, within 2 

or 3 inches of each other; not too 

deep, like us.  As the spring sun 

warms the soil, it also gives warmth 

and security to each seed.  Then, the 

rain swells the seed until it gives up 

its old self and consents to being bro-

ken.  New life then shoots up and 

down.  It shoots down first to send 

out roots.  Then, it spreads upward to 

break through the ground as a new 

little living plant:  a pea plant. 

In time, it grows foliage and after a 

little while, it 

starts looking 

for company – 

the company of” 

friends” – other 

pea plants.  

When it sees the 

pea plants on 

either side, it 

says “HELLO” 

and spreads out 

By Jo Schneider 


