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We three kings of  
Orient are  
  Bearing gifts we               
traverse afar  
 
Each year at this time, 
we are invited to enter 
into a particular time in 
our Salvation Story, the 
birth of our Redeemer. 
Each year, the tableau is 
spread out in front of us; 
the Savior sleeps in the 
manger, the Virgin bends 
attentively and lovingly 
over Him while his 
earthly father, St. Jo-
seph, stands guard. The 
animals in this barn or 
cave provide warmth, 
shepherds gather and 
angels sing and glorify 
the Christ. Right from 
the beginning, our God 
confounds us; the Re-
deemer is born into the 
most humble of environ-
ments and to parents 
who are poor.  
 
Part of this story in-
cludes an intriguing visit 
to the Christ by at least 
three men about whom 
we know very little. The 
Gospel of Matthew tells 
of this event. We call 
them the Three Kings, 

the Magi, or the Wise 
Men from the East. My 
father-in-law, Nick, 
called them the Three 
Wise Guys and I laughed 
every time. I still laugh 
thinking about it.  
 

Field and fountain, 
moor and mountain  
  Following yonder star 
 
Through oral tradition, 
we know them as Gaspar, 
Melchior and Balthasar. 
Their origins are unclear, 
with some scholars theo-
rizing that they were 
from Persia, Assyria, 
Babylonia or Aribia. They 
have been described as 
astronomers, magicians, 
kings and priests. Be-
cause there is a Gospel 
account of three gifts, 
gold, frankincense and 
myrrh, the assumption is 
that there were three 
Magi, but absolutely 
none of this is certain.  
These men from the east 
saw some type of celes-
tial event – a star ap-
peared – that they knew 
they should follow. As is 
true with everything 
else, little is known 
about this star. Some 
scholars have theorized 

that it was a light similar 
to what led Moses and 
the Israelites through 
the desert, a miraculous 
light very different from 
a star as we think of it. 
  

Born a King on Bethle-
hem's plain 
  Gold I bring to crown 
Him again  
 
Not knowing where they 
were from, scholars can 
only guess how far they 
traveled, but the dis-
tance has been esti-
mated to be between 
1000 and 1200 miles. At 
one point, they had a 
meeting with Herod, be-
cause we are told that 
he asked them to return 
to him when they found 
Jesus, so that he could 
come and pay Him hom-
age. We are told that 
the Magi were told in a 
dream to go home a dif-
ferent way and to not 
return to Herod. They 
obeyed. Once they left, 
Joseph was told in a 
dream to take Mary and 
Jesus to Egypt, where 
they would be safe from 
Herod. 
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Teri Carr, Lay Director, cont’d 
Chances are, Jesus was some-
where between one and two years 
of age when the Magi arrived, 
based on Herod’s murder of all 
male children under two when the 
Magi did not report back to him. 
 

King forever, ceasing never  
  Over us all to reign 
 
Most of what I am telling you is in 
the Catholic Encyclopedia and the 
rest is from other articles 
online.  It is a fascinating story on 
so many levels! To recap, we have 
an unknown number of men. 
These men come from an un-
known land and follow some type 
of miraculous light, which leads 
them to the Messiah. 
 
Here comes the best part – when 
they come to the end of this jour-

ney, when they finally find this 
young child, who lives in obviously 
humble and poor conditions, they 
worshipped Him and gave Him 
gifts. What on earth went through 
their minds when they saw this 
Poor King? What did they see in 
that Child that caused them to 
fall on their knees in His Pres-
ence?  
 

 O Star of wonder, star of night  
 Star with royal beauty bright 
 
Did they wonder why they did not 
find their King in Herod’s palace, 
where you would expect a King to 
be? Did they think that this some 
type of heavenly humor?  
 
Where do we find our King, our 
Savior, our Redeemer? Where are 
we looking for Him? What light 

guides us? After our encounter with 
our Lord, do we “go home by a dif-
ferent route?” Does this familiar 
story still make us stop and think? 
 
When we celebrate the Feast of the 
Epiphany, let’s ask God to help us 
to recognize Him in our own lives, 
so that we, too, will fall on our 
knees and pay him Homage, open 
our hearts and treasure chests for 
Him, and ask him to lead us Home 
by the route that leads to Him. 
 

Westward leading, still proceed-
ing 
  Guide us to Thy perfect light. 
 
 DeColores!!  
 

 And Merry Christmas! 

Cursillo Fundraiser Photos...  
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Cursillo Fundraiser Smashing Success! 

The annual Cursillo Fundraiser held 
this past September was a huge suc-
cess, far exceeding all expectations! 
There was a new element added 
this year – a tricky tray that every-

one enjoyed. 

 

The event took place at St. Anasta-
sia’s, Teaneck. The tricky tray plan-
ning and organizing portion was 
spear-headed by Assistant Lay Direc-
tor Annie Ventola. The 50 donated 
baskets were amazing! Special 
thanks go to the generous contribu-
tors of such beautiful prizes and 
baskets, many sponsored by Arch-
diocese of Newark Cursillo Fourth 
Day Group Reunions. Decorations 
were by Dot Hoffman, St. A’s. Great 
job, as always, Dot! Fr. Tom Lip-
nicki served as caller for the basket 

winners.  

 

As Lay Director Teri Carr explained 

and tasty desserts. The deejay 
rocked, the dancing was sublime and 
the mood was pure Cursillo joy for 
more than 100 Cursillistas in atten-
dance! It was a night filled with 
smiles, laughter, reconnecting with 

old friends and striking up friendships 

with those newer to our movement.  

 

The fundraiser raised over $6,000, 
which will go a long way in paying 
our bills and giving Service Teams 
funds to help defray the cost of ex-
penses for Weekends, among other 

expenses.  

 

Thanks to all the volunteers and par-
ticipants for their unfailing efforts in 
making this night one for the books. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone 

again next year! 

that night, “Only in our Cursillo 
movement will you find those willing 
to donate articles for gift baskets, 
then attend an event where they buy 
tickets to win those donated items 

back.”  

 

There were two special silent auction 
prizes: first off, a dinner for 6 hosted 
by Kathy and Mat Glowski. Kathy is 
an accomplished gourmet chef. A 
lucky group from OLPH, Oakland won 
this prize. Then, Blanca and Joe 
Cofino of St A’s won an exquisite and 
color-filled hand-made quilt by Cur-

sillista Irene DeBernardo. De Colores! 

 

Sandy Bondarowicz won the 50/50 

raffle, taking home a record amount.  

 

The buffet dinner was delicious, and 
many attendees brought tempting 



Our Own Cursillista Shares About Pope Francis’ Visit  
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I was privileged to volunteer for 

the World Meeting of Families in 

Philadelphia, Sept 21-27, 2015. 

First of all, as a volunteer, I was 

able to attend the "International 

Mayors Forum” on Sept 23rd held 

at La Salle University as part of 

the World Meeting of Families 

Congress in Philadelphia, leading 

up to the pope's visit.  Philadel-

phia Mayor Michael Nutter was 

joined by New Orleans Mayor 

Mitchell Landrieu, Baltimore 

Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake 

and Columbia Mayor Stephen Ben-

jamin for a panel discussion cen-

tered on ways local government 

can strengthen and sustain the 

family through policy, lawmaking 

and advo-

cacy in the 

diverse 

communi-

ties they 

represent. 

The over-

whelming 

conclusion 

was that 

cities are a lot like families, when 

faith organizations, city officials 

and communities work together, 

they become stronger. One thing I 

will never forget is the response 

to a question posed to the mayor: 

“How do you manage to balance 

family and career?” His response 

was, “You should treat your rela-

tionships as balls: with God, fam-

ily and friends as the Glass Balls 

and everything else as Rubber 

Balls. Life is trying to balance the 

balls in our life, making sure you 

never drop the Glass balls; the Rub-

ber balls will always bounce back.”    

On Thursday and Friday, Sept 24th 

and 25th I was stationed at the Phila-

delphia International Airport to meet 

and greet arriving families.   

On Saturday I cov-

ered the Security 

Check Point at N 

20th and Race 

Streets, greeting 

families as they 

gathered for the 

activities at Inde-

pendence Hall. It 

was amazing to see the City of Phila-

delphia completely transformed. 

There were only security vehicles on 

the streets, you had to walk to get 

from one place to the next, but I 

heard no one complain, everyone 

was happy. There were the few Anti-

Catholic protesters but they didn’t 

seem to affect anyone. There was 

even a group spread out over the 

city distributing books and CDs 

with a picture of the Pope on it; 

if I figured out they were not 

Catholics, I am sure others did 

too J. 

I later went to Benjamin Franklin 

Parkway with thousands of Pil-

grims to see the Pope Mobile. It 

was very exciting. I can remem-

ber someone climbing a tree so 

he could get a better view 

(Security was quick to get him 

down!) I was reminded of Zac-

chaeus! 

On Sunday I worked with the Se-

curity Team starting at 6am to 

seat Families and Priests in the 

VIP section for The Papal Mass 

later that evening. The Mass was 

surreal. My favorite part was dur-

ing the Eucharistic celebration to 

watch hundreds of Priests proc-

essing from the Papal Tent out to 

the thousands of people; you 

could hear a pin drop!   

It was a blessed day. I was again 

able to see the Pope in the Pope 

Mobile. I cannot explain the ex-

perience of that moment but 

looking at Pope Francis, feeling 

his presence, I know that I saw 

the Vicar of Christ.  

By Sandra Carless 



On Friday October 16, 2015 Cursillo 
went back to school. The School of 
Leaders was held at our new loca-
tion, St Thomas the Apostle Parish 

Center in Bloomfield.  

 
Fr. John Gordon, our trusted advi-
sor, completed guiding us through 
the book, Love is our Mission.  He 
spoke about being a Christian Com-
munity in Action. He shared with 
us about the upcoming Year of 
Mercy, what we could expect and 
what the school would be focusing 
on in the months ahead.  He was 
concise, relatable, informative and 

loving in his teaching.  

 

The opening witness by Joe and 
Lorraine Clark was really special.  
Joe shared about his life journey, 
about his brother Bill’s death and 
how that helped shape the man he 
has become. He shared about his 
parents and the love they had for 
their family and community. He 
shared how meeting Lorraine 
helped him become a better per-
son and communicator. He also 
told us he had the honor and privi-
lege of telling his mom before she 
died what a great mother she was. 
What a gift that was to him, his 
mom and what a moment close to 
Christ for all of us listening to his 
witness.  Thank you Joe, thank 

you. 

 

Lorraine shared about her nursing 
career. How she spent the first 20 
years in a hospital and how her last 
30 years was spent working for the 
NJ Commission for the Blind. She 
told us about what it was like be-
ing a young woman, making her 
first house call to a seedy part of 
the city. She shared how it took 

courage for her to go through the 
dark hallway of an apartment build-
ing, but that the Lord was by her 
side walking with her.  She shared 
that when she went into a patient’s 
home, she turned on the light only 
to see the roaches scatter. The 
house was a mess, and the patient 
had much to learn and Lorraine had 

much to teach. 

 

She made sure these patients were 
well cared for; that they got their 
medication and that they ate prop-
erly. She was one of the few nurses 
that would make house calls. She 
said she saw the Lord our God in 
each and every one of these peo-
ple. What a testament to the cali-
ber of the person that she is and 

the love of God in her heart.   

 

A little side note: 15 years ago my 
dad was diagnosed as legally blind. 
Mom and I were at a Cursillo func-
tion and shared this.   Having just 
met Lorraine several months prior, 
she approached me and mom and 
asked us more about Dad. We told 
her that Dad was an avid newspa-
per reader who missed that ability 
terribly. We also told her he missed 
reading the Bible and some autobi-

ographies. 

 

A few weeks later Dad received in 
the mail a radio. It was a special 
radio for the blind that broadcasts 

newspaper readings at different 
times. There was also a tape 
player with books on tape that in-
cluded The Bible and Frank Sina-
tra’s My Way. Lorraine sent Dad 
these things to make his journey 
easier.  Lorraine did what we are 
taught in Cursillo, she STUDIED her 
ENVIRONMENT and provided Chris-
tian Community and Action to peo-
ple in need.  Fifteen years later, 
mom and I still remember and 
share that moment close to Christ!  
Walking in the house at noon and 
seeing Dad with his ear to the 
speaker listening to a broadcast of 
The Star Ledger will be something I 
will remember forever….and I have 

that memory thanks to Lorraine. 

 

I hope everyone can make our next 
School of Leaders. It teaches us so 
much about our faith, our journey 
and Cursillo. I strongly urge all 
those in formation attend.  It will 
be so helpful in the coming months 

prior to your Cursillo weekend. 

 

Thank you Joe, Lorraine and Fr. 
John for your hard work and dedi-
cation to our School of Leaders.  
PLEASE EVERYONE JOIN US AT: St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church, 60 
Byrd Ave, Bloomfield NJ on Friday, 
February 19, 2016, 7pm in the par-
ish center.  For more information 

go to www.mycursillo.com 

 

DeColores 

Annie Ventola 

 

School of Leaders Continues to Amaze 
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By Annie Ventola 

Lorraine did what we are taught 

in Cursillo, she STUDIED her 

ENVIRONMENT and provided 

Christian Community and Action 

to people in need. 

http://www.mycursillo.com
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You Might Not Know This About Her... 

    Thirty five years ago my mom, Erma was a young 
mother with four kids, a husband and a job, not 
unlike most of us today. She was also a Cursillista 
who was asked to write a cooking column for the 

Catholic newspaper, The Advocate.   

    I want to share with the community some of 
these articles. Though thirty-five years have 
passed they still seem relevant today. We all have 
busy lives, but we need to find time for each other 
and Our Lord.  In each article she shares a vignette 
of her life; her husband, her kids and her Cursillo 
friends.   In this particular article some of you 
might recognize the “Frannie” she is talking 
about….it’s our very own Fran Woods.  Not that 

much has changed in thirty-five years. 

 

    I hope you enjoy these little flashbacks as much as 
I do.  Let us know if you try the recipe. I asked our 
very own “Cursillo Sommelier”, Ken Bransfield, to 

recommend a wine to go with dinner. 

    From my mom’s kitchen to yours, I wish you all a 
Blessed and Holy Christmas.    I hope you enjoy 

Cooking with Love! 

 

 

By Annie Ventola 
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Those who know me know that I 
have a passion for wine.  While 
drinking it is most pleasurable, 
drinking it with food and in the 
company of friends is 
the best experience 
I’ve had with wine.  
You can read articles 
on pairing wine with 
food but I have 
found it to be a very 
subjective experi-

ence. 

 

Erma’s first recipe is 
a chicken dish that 
sounds delicious.  
Chicken and wine are 
a great pair and 
choosing a good one is not one of 
life’s most difficult tasks. I look at 
all the ingredients and try to 
match the wine with them. Be-
cause of the cream base, I would 
go with a un-oaked white.  Some-
thing like a Spanish Albarino or a 
Godello; (This is the house white 
of the Bransfield’s).  Price range 
of both are $15- $20.  You do not 
want a red as it will overpower 

the dish. Both grapes offer a light, 
citrus, floral component and nice 
acidity to balance any fat from the 

cream.  

If the base of this dish were a red 
sauce, a Chiante Classico or a 
Brunello di Montalcino (or any Ital-
ian wine from Sangiovese) would 
be the perfect match as the acidity 
from the Sangiovese grapes pairs 
well with acid in tomato base 

sauces. 

 

The wine that comes to mind to 
accompany stew is a Barbaresco.  
Barbaresco is a powerful red 
wine from the Piedmont region in 
Italy.  The grape is Nebbiolo. 
Younger Barbarescos can be tan-
nic so one with some age to it 
would be perfect (2004 – 2008).  
When you are buying, tell the 
wine person what you are looking 
for and most stores will have 
something in the price range of 

$40 to $50.  

An alternative wine that’s less 
expensive would be a Cotes Du 
Rhone. Again, some age to it 
(2010), price range should be 
under $20. But the best match 

for me is the Barbaresco. 

 

Erma, anytime you want to invite 
me over, you cook and I will 
bring wine and we will figure out 
what is the most perfect wine 

together! 

 

DeColores 

 

Our Cursillo Sommelier Suggests... By Ken Bransfield 

Upcoming Weekends Need Candidates 

The Women’s 172 Cursillo Weekend 

takes place January 21-24, 2016.  

The theme is “Make Me An Instru-

ment of Your Peace”.  The Rector 

is Pat Assan, filling in for Barbara 

Kittle; Angel is Uju Egonu. Team 

consists of Suzanne Rivera (Ideals), 

Susan Coppola (Laity), Uju Egonu 

(Piety), Marilyn Weingartner 

(Study), Nicole Nerli (Action and 

Music Minister), Trisha Ferrara 

(Leaders), Kelly Enright (Study of the 

Environment) and Patty Martinez 

(Christianity in Action).  Spiritual Ad-

visors are Fr. Thomas Lipnicki, Fr. 

Paul Cannariato and Sr. Linda Klaiss.  

Personal Contacts are Gail Artola and 

Mary Bransfield.  Service Team Co-

Chiefs are Debbie DiMauro and Annie 

Ventola. 

The Men’s 190 Cursillo Weekend will 

take place April 14-17.  “Follow Me 

and I Will Make You Fishers of 

Men” is the theme. 

Lou Costello is Rector and Bob Wein-

gartner his Warden. 

Applications can be found on our 

website at mycursillo.com. 

Bring that friend to Christ!! 
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Our Lady of the Valley Church, Or-
ange was the setting of our Sep-
tember Ultreya. Patti Landon pro-
vided the music; Ernie Gonzales 
said the Opening Prayer. An out-
standing and witty witness was 
given by Frank Capron. Anne 
O'Brien gave the Lay Response and 
the closing prayer was said by San-
dra Carless. The warmth of the pa-
rishioners radiated to everyone in 
attendance. 

 

Cursillistas: Onward with Ultreya 

The Men of the 187th Cursillo 
hosted the November 20 Ultreya 
at Corpus Christi, Hasbrouck 
Heights.  Rector Neville Evans 
came all the way 
from Florida to be 
here with us.  
Jack O’Grady, 
Support Rector 
gave the Opening 
Prayer.  A most 
moving witness 
was given by Mario 
Proano.  Ed Sees 
gave the Lay Sum-
mation with Spiti-
rual Summation by 
Deacon John Wed-
ermeyer.  Music 
by Pat Carr.  As 
their theme 
states, we are 
standing together 

for Christ! 

More photos at  

mycursillo.com 


