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Mercy is What Happens...
We have heard a lot about
God's boundless Mercy
during this gift of the Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Through sermons, reflections and literature we
have shared endless words
trying to grasp what Mercy
means: love; compassion;
forgiveness; trust; faith;
works ... I will admit that
after a while, everything I
heard and read began to
sound the same. Even as I
type those words, I know
how awful that must
sound to you. How can
hearing and reading about
the Mercy of our All Loving God become humdrum? or first repetitive
and then meaningless?
How could I tire of the
Mystery of the Mercy of
God?
Well, I was invited to a
Day of Reflection given by
the Office of Evangelization on a Saturday in December. It was there that
I heard from Msgr. Nydegger the best - and most
powerful - working definition of Mercy that I had
come across. He quoted
the Magnificat, "Mercy is
what happens when love
meets misery." That statement alone was so powerful for me that I don't that
I really heard anything
else said that day. It con-

jured up such rich imagery.
Mercy is what happens
when love meets misery.
Fast forward to January
21st. You remember that
weekend, don't you? It was
the weekend that we had
the one and only snowstorm this entire winter. It
was an historic storm, as a
matter of fact, and it occurred on the weekend of
the Women's 172nd Cursillo.

One of the responsibilities
that I have taken over in
the last several months
had belonged to Ken
Bransfield. This job includes making sure that
the Rector and Service
Team Chiefs had Pilgrims'
Guides, DeColores song
cards, Group Reunion

By Teri Carr, Lay Director

cards, and Cursillo
Crosses. In addition, Pat
(Carr) makes sure that the
Team has poster board.
Please keep in mind that
171 Women's Weekends
had taken place prior to
this one, and they had ALL
of these items supplied to
them, with no reported
problems.
Pat and I were rushing to
get to the Opening on
Thursday night. The first
indication that there was
a problem was Pat saying
to me, "You didn't remind
me to get the poster
board." This was a minor
problem as there was a
Staples on the way. We
stopped at Staples. Back
in the car, my phone rang.
It was Annie Ventola, one
of the Service Team Cochiefs. I heard, "Ter, I
have everything except
the Pilgrims' Guides, DeColores song cards, Group
Reunion cards, and Cursillo Crosses. Where am I
supposed to get them?" I
told her that I would bring
them. I didn't tell her that
we would go to the Sponsors' Mass, drive home to
West Caldwell and back to
Kearny again, but that is
what we did. Pat and I did
not speak one word in the
car either way, needless
to say.
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Teri Carr, Lay Director, cont’d
Back home, I found everything that I
needed right where I had put them
after the last weekend. Everything
packed in the tidy little box ... except the Crosses. The Cursillo
Crosses were not in the box. We ran
everything down to Kearny by midnight. I told Annie that I would deliver the Crosses on Friday. So, I
went home and ransacked the
house. No crosses anywhere.
On Friday morning, I called National
Cursillo the moment they opened;
they are in Texas. I spoke to Patrick
and told him my problem. I had no
Crosses for the Candidates. I had a
Closing, Candidates and no Crosses.
No beautiful and powerful ceremony
where the Cross is put around the
babe chick's neck - Christ is counting on you ... and I am counting on
Christ. I knew the exact moment
that he processed what I said and
grasped the gravity of the situation
because Patrick actually gasped.
There was an audible intake of
breath. I added, "Patrick, we are
going to get a huge snow storm." He
said, "I will get these for you right
now and hand deliver them to the
post office. I will send them Priority
Mail and they should be there tomorrow (Saturday) morning. I will
call you and let you know that I sent
them." And he did.
You can track Priority Mail on your
phone, computer, ipad ... any and
all devices. And I did. At 2:00 on
Saturday morning, I woke up and
looked at my phone screen. There
were two precious words - in transit

- and a little blue ball showing that
the Crosses were on their way to
Newark Airport. I finally slept. They
would be delivered at 9:30 Saturday
morning. I would get them to
Kearny if I had to take a dog sled.
When I woke up on Saturday morning, in transit was still displayed
and the little blue ball was in the
same spot. There was a formidable
amount of snow on the ground and I
am sure you remember how hard it
was snowing. I was not worried because the package was coming PRIORITY MAIL. Those packages are
delivered under any and all circumstances because they are a PRIORITY. I watched for the mail truck all
day; I checked my phone every 5
minutes. Yes, I did. Two plus feet of
snow on the ground, Newark Airport
was closed, but ... well, by 9:30 on
Saturday night, I began to think that
they would not be delivered that
day. However, when you send something USPS, they deliver on SUNDAYS! Did I mention that I had them
sent PRIORITY MAIL. Surely, they
would be there on Sunday.
By 1:00 on Sunday, my mother-inlaw was offering to cut out cardboard Cursillo crosses for the candidates. I knew the time had come to
call the Rector and the Co-chiefs
and confess. Not only had I failed, I
let everyone down - the Rector who
had taken over the weekend, the
Service Team who had shoveled cars
out and taxied women back and
forth to the dining room because of
the storm, the Team who had risen

Men’s 190th Weekend is April 14-17, 2016
Lou Costello is Rector, Bob Weingartner
is Warden and the Team is fired up for
this coming Weekend. Spiritual Directors are Fr. John Gordon, Fr. Joe

D‘Amico and Deacon Vincent D‘Agnostino. Come to the Sponsor‘s Mass on
Thursday, April 14 at the Casa in Kearney. Closing is Sunday at 4:30 p.m. The

to the challenge of countless schedule
changes due to the weather, and the
Candidates who would be cheated out
of a proper commission as a Cursillista.
I was miserable.
I told Pat Assan, Annie Ventola, and
Sr. Linda Klaiss my story. I don't know
what reaction I expected ... but it was
NOT the one that I received. There
was such an outpouring of love and
support from my three beautiful sisters that I cried. I seldom cry. I
sobbed. I could not stop. I met love. I
experienced Mercy.
Mercy is what happens when love
meets misery.
Well, their conversation with me
about the Crosses was overheard.
Mary Bransfield was on Team and she
called Ken. Ken had extra Cursillo
Crosses - enough for the Candidates.
Barbara Kittle drove to Ken's in the
snow, picked them up, and brought
them to the Casa. These events are
real and none of the names have been
changed.
At the end of all of this - all of the
challenges faced by all of us during
the weekend - Annie quoted Erma.
"Why do you worry? God provides!"
God is better than USPS. The Crosses
from Texas arrived on Thursday. Priority Mail.
DeColores!

theme is
―Follow Me
and I Will
Make You
Fishers of
Men.‖
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The Ultimate Work-Around
I was explaining to a new Rector and
Warden, that in the process of planning a Weekend, in the time between the beginning of team formation and the Closing of the Weekend
on Sunday night, difficulties will
arise. It is not a matter of if; it is a
matter of when. It is also a matter
of how many. I always thought of
them as obstacles, difficulties, well,
PIAs, if you really want to know.
They happen. Well, Bob Weingartner gave me the BEST word to describe these types of situations. He
said, "Oh! You mean work-arounds.
At work, we call these 'workarounds, as in, 'how can we work
around this?'" Do you know why I
love this word? It is positive. It acknowledges that there is a problem,
but that there is also a solution. A
way to "work around" the difficulty
that has arisen does exist. We have
to find the solution and this is
where the "work" part of workaround comes in.
We were recently presented with a
major work-around. I told you about
it. We were not allowed to schedule
weekends at the Youth Center in
Kearny for fall 2016, as there was a
cancellation of one 2015 Cursillo
Weekends and the postponement of
another. The Youth Center would
not allow us to schedule new Weekends until successfully completing
our January, 2016 commitment. It
is, after all, a business that must
run in the black. Well, once we
were given permission to schedule
this past January, there were no
Fall 2016 weekends available for us
to book.
I spent hours - days - on the phone
getting information from any place I
could find on the internet and
through word of mouth - including
motels and hotels. There were
some options that were a.) expensive and b.) not available for the
fall. However, a strong possibility

existed at St. Peter's in Belleville.
Several years ago when we were
looking for an alternative Casa, I
went to St. Peter's with Jean
Kalemba and Bill Dougherty. At that
time, we decided that it just needed
too much work to be a viable Casa
for us. Instead, we had the opportunity to move to the Carmelite Retreat House in Mahwah. We had 4
beautiful weekends there - complete
with its own set of work-arounds before the Retreat Center was closed
and put up for sale.
Back to the Youth Center in Kearny
we went.
In light of our new predicament, Annie and I went and looked at St. Peter's again. It has been lovingly cared
for and a lot of work has been done;
more is planned and frankly, more is
needed. A weekend would have cost
$3000 for the facility from Thursday
night to Sunday. We would have to
bring everything that we needed in
and cleaned everything before we
left. We would have to provide food 9 meals – as an additional expense.
So far, Annie and I saw it as a possibility, if we could bring back the old
"kitchen crew" style service team
with some catering of food. However, there were no weekends available to book at St. Peter's either for
this coming fall, that would accommodate our typical October / November schedule. They had one weekend
available in September and one in
December.
We had another option. We could
postpone the Fall weekends until the
Spring, push everyone back a season,
and still stay at the Youth Center, if
Spring ‗17 weekends were available
to book. Fall gets pushed to the
Spring - Spring gets pushed to the
Fall ‗17. I did not want to do that. I
did not want to even consider that as
a possibility. I felt that we would
lose momentum if that choice were
made. To me, this was a work-around

By Teri Carr

- a test of faith? - an opportunity for
growth? - a reason to re-commit, to
decide how important this movement
is in our lives? - how important it is
to pass on? All of these things.
Well, Thomas, our Spiritual Director,
sent an email out to his fellow Priests
asking if anyone had an empty convent that Cursillo could use to hold
weekends. Fr. Tom Wisniewski sent a
reply back almost immediately offering the former convent at his parish,
St. Catharine's in Glen Rock. I saw
this then as I see it now - an answer
to prayers. As a committed Cursillo
priest, Fr. Tom wants to support us
in bringing others to Christ.

For those of you who have embraced
the concept of the "work-around",
they are many and varied. Thomas,
Annie and I went to look at the convent and - well - I will leave Annie to
tell you the story. I was on Cloud DeColores looking at what we had to
work with and Thomas also only saw
the promise and possibility. Annie
was more realistic and level-headed.
She knows how much work will be
involved to get this plan up and running.
First and foremost, the convent is
not handicapped accessible. There
are stairs and no elevator. There is
no place to put an elevator. I understand that this is a problem and one
that will be difficult to overcome.
We may be able to put a chair lift in
at some point, but I am getting way
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New Casa, cont’d
ahead of myself here.
Second, the Convent could sleep
about 35 people IF there were beds.
You read that correctly; there are
currently no beds. This is when I
remind you that with God, ALL
things are possible. He will provide.

typically write a check to the Youth
Center for $7,000 depending on the
number of candidates. So, as we go
along, we can use the money generated by the weekends to upgrade
the Casa to meet our needs. Over

Third, there will be the need for
voluntary Cursillista work days,
when we will ask you to come and
move furniture and sundries and all
kinds of other things. I have more
questions than answers at this
point. The Secretariat asked about
insurance, a finance committee,
contracts ... all valid and important
issues that we have to look into. We
will - as always - be relying on the
expertise of the community.
Here is the good news. Fr. Tom will
charge us just $500 for the use of
the Convent for each of our Weekends. If we cannot afford the $500,
he will let us use it for free. We

time, we can reduce the cost of a
weekend for the Team and Service
Team. I am looking into a cleaning
service to clean the Casa after a
weekend so that we are not over-

taxing our Service Teams. Most meals
will be catered, at least at first, so
this, of course, will be a big Weekend expense each time, meaning we
will still need to charge our usual per
person rate. If we go over 35 people, we need a plan B for sleeping
arrangements for the Service Team. I
have a plan B in mind. St. Catharine‘s is a beautiful, spacious facility
and will be able to accommodate us
for Openings and Closings. There is
ample parking. It is accessible from
many highways. We will get used to
spelling St. Catharine's with an "a." (I
have to google her)
During the Day of Renewal on April
30, 2016 at Corpus Christi in Hasbrouck Heights, I will do my best to
have some photos to show you. I am
lovingly asking for your help and support in this endeavor, this workaround. With God's help, we will
have a beautiful Casa for years to
come.

Cursillo Annual Day of Renewal is April 30, 2016

Rejoice and Be Glad
Keynote Speaker:

Fr. Thomas Lipnicki

Speakers:

TBD

Music:

Corpus Christi Church
218 Washington Place
Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604

8:30

Registration

Ken and Mary Bransfield

9:00

Program Begins

Carolyn Ahrens

2:30

Mass

Gordon Roehrer

Event includes lunch.

Free-will offering
Good Sharing, Good food, good fun, great spirit!
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Another New Year, Another Successful Ultreya.
Our local Cursillo movement kicked
off the start of 2016 right with a
great Ultreya Gathering of the
Groups this past January. Our movement unfailingly offers these events
6 times a year on the ―odd‖ months,
typically on the third Friday of the
month. Check in at
www.mycursillo.com for specific
dates.
This Ultreya was
sponsored
by the
Men‘s
186th Cursillo
Weekend.
Jerry DiMauro,
Rector of
that

The Men of the 188th Cursillo graciously hosted an Ultreya at Blessed
Sacrament / St. Charles Borromeo,
Newark this past March. Rector Harold Uche served as our host. Kudos
to Harold and the Men of the 188th
for an inspiring evening!
Blessed Sacrament‘s own Merlyn
Smith led with
an Opening
Prayer. The men
of the 188th
served a capella
as our leaders of
song. Following
spirited Group
Reunion sharing,
Ken Gysbers, a
candidate on
the Men‘s 188th,
witnessed about

weekend, served as our host and emcee. Our Newark Cursillo movement
thanks all the men of the 186th for taking the time to mount this event, and
for enriching and inspiring all in attendance.
As is always the case, we followed our
usual format with a welcoming and
Opening Prayer by Jerry. Jim Garabo
was exemplary as our Music Minister,
showcasing songs from the Men‘s 186th
Weekend. After Group Reunion sharing,
Joe Santiso gave a heart-felt and inspiring witness talk. Michael Tapper
offered
thoughts
and a Lay
Summation
of Joe‘s
witness,
followed by
Paul Carris‘s Spiritual Summation.

his journey pre-and post-Cursillo, offering insights on the many times he
has answered the call to service. Ed
Enright, a team member from the
188th, shared his impressions and take
-away from Ken‘s talk. Msgr. Paul Bochicchio gave the Spiritual Summation, beautifully tying together Ken‘s
sharing with thoughtful insights. Ce-

Every speaker: spot-on.
The entire group of over 50 in attendance left that cold winter night
warmed by the sharing and fellowship that inevitably transpires at
each and every one of these Ultreya
events. Hoping to see you at the
May Ultreya! God is good…all the
time!

lestia Conway aka ―CC‖ led us in a
heartfelt Closing Prayer.
We are truly blessed to have so
many committed Cursillistas willing
to offer their time in the sponsoring
of these events. It‘s no wonder they
always have such great turnouts.
Many thanks to all – job well done!
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School of Leaders: Not Another Fish Story
A gathering of the Cursillo Community always yields rich material
for reflection. The experiences,
thoughts, yearnings, disappointments, hopes and moments closest to Christ are ones that individuals experience in life. Deeply
personal, these individual experiences are shared, mulled over,
and broken open to become communal experiences. That is how
the community forms and grows.
During our most recent
School of Leaders, Joe
Clark framed his understanding of this by playing on the word "School."
Picture in your mind any
recent nature show, trip
to an aquarium, lake or
pond, where you watched
a school of fish swim together. They flow in the
same direction, turn together, swim up and then
down, one way and then
the next. The fish dance as one,
as if listening to music that only
they can hear. That is how we
are as a community of Cursillistas. We are in a school where we
listen and grow by sharing the

Gospel, participating in the
Eucharist and Sacraments of our
Church, and sharing a desire to
grow in Authentic Piety, Study and
Apostolic Action. We stay together
in formation.
Following Group Reunion, Trisha
Ferrara gave a witness about
Mercy. She gave a formal definition of Mercy, sound examples of
Mercy and how we as Catholics

should incorporate these merciful
acts into our lives. Trisha's talk
was informative at this point, a
"How-To Guide to the Merciful
Life." A checklist. Person A is suffering. Person B reaches out in
love to help. Person A is grateful
and sees that God is working in his
or her life. Cue the music. The
end.
Not quite. Trisha has been asked
the hard question, "What if you
reach out in mercy and love and
your mercy and love - along with
yourself - are rejected?" What if
you reach out over and over again
and what you offer is "not enough"
or seen as something done with
"ulterior motives?" What if the
script is not followed? How do you

react to that? In light of this
harsh reality, we realize that the
checklist is not enough.
Trisha's witness fleshed out the
experience of Mercy - True Mercy
- for us; it is often painful and it
takes a toll. Faced with a choice,
what do you do? No one can be
blamed for giving up and walking
away from the situation. But
Trisha shared an alternative; she
made a conscious decision.
No matter the response, be
Merciful anyway. And then
she shared how she does this
in her life - with real emotions and no script - over
and over again.
You see, with Grace, Trisha
is a Christian woman; she
does not just do Christian
things. She offers unvarnished and unadorned reality that reveals raw beauty
to the listener. She led us in
that dance; with her we swam up
and then down, one way and then
the next. We danced to the music
that only we can hear because of
her.
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A Fourth Day Talk...Reprise
Because of the weather, Barbara Kittle
was unable to give her 4th Day Talk to
the community at the Closing. She was
able to present it to the Babe Chicks at
their reunion, and she has agreed to
share it with all of us in the newsletter.
Hello, My Dear Ladies!
You are all tired and stuffed with food,
but from the witnesses you gave, I know
that you are also filled with the Holy
Spirit, and want to share what you now
feel with everyone you know and love.
You feel awed, perhaps humbled,
maybe even inspired by the weekend,
but at the same time perhaps overwhelmed with the commitment you
have made to be an evangelizer—to
make Christ known in all your environments. And some of you are so charged
that is seems like a sure thing. What an
inspiration to all of us!
Well you may have changed, but the
world out there has not; you will just be
reacting to those family, friends, and
coworkers in a different way because
you have made that commitment to a
life of idealism, dedication, and love.
For some, they will welcome the new
you; for others they will not be sure
what has changed, but sense something.
Still others will either not see it, or
deny it. How YOU react to them will
make the difference.
I am sure each of you has taken on
challenges in your life, large and small:
PTA, new neighborhood or school, new
job, your mother-in-law. Well, this is
one of the biggest challenges of your
life—simple in its approach, but often
complex in its execution.
Pat spoke of the Group Reunion in her
Rollo called Total Security. Well,
Marilyn Weingartner, Debbie DeMauro,
Bev Wurth, Diane Calabrese and I have
been part of a group of 10 women for
the past few years. We try to meet at
least twice a month to share our piety,
formation and action: to share how we
experience Christ. Sometimes it‘s an
evening of laughter, sometimes it‘s an
evening of tears, sometimes a night of
reflection and debate, but it‘s ALWAYS
a time of sharing ourselves and building
our faith. Sometimes we follow the
card, but other times we turn a sharing
into a discussion or a revelation. These
are extraordinary women and I am
blessed to have them in my life.

But not all Group reunions start out
that way, nor are they always sustainable.
Here is something you don‘t hear very
often, especially as women: Be selfish.
Put your needs first in terms of what
you want from the Group, and what you
want to give in return. Without everyone truly wanting to be part of this
group, part of sharing your faith and
growing in the love of Christ and the
Spirit, your group becomes little more
than a social gathering, or even an obligation rather than a joy.
This is not to say that we all know how
to be part of a group at first; like all
relationships, the group dynamics need
to be tested and developed and tested
again.
Here‘s what I am talking about. I made
my Cursillo in 2003, along with four others from my parish. A woman who was
on team for that weekend sponsored us
all. We were not six people who knew
each other well before the weekend,
but we were all friends with the sponsor.
We all left the Casa charged and excited, and we couldn‘t wait to meet
again. And we did, starting out every
other week at the convent chapel in our
parish. At first we followed the card,
mostly focusing on sharing our closest
moment to Christ. Sometimes, I got so
caught up in thinking what I could share
that night, planning it a few days beforehand, trying to pick ―something
really good‖. I did not allow Christ to
come to me; I had to make it a point of
planning how and when HE came! And
of course it could not be something simple, like a hug from my son after a
rough day, or the smile on the face of
someone in ShopRite when I got her an
item from a high shelf. No, it was about
ME, and not Christ in others. Don‘t fall
into that trap!
As we continued to group, we got to
know each other a little better, and
personal concerns and issues, even dayto-day stuff began to enter into our conversations more. Pretty soon we
started taking more time to be social
than we did in sharing. One woman was
pregnant and her issues became our
issues. Then, less than a year after the
weekend, one of our group was diagnosed with cancer and died a short 3
months later. This was a tough time for

By Barbara Kittle
all of us—sharing new life and a death
within a year, but it did not draw us
closer, maybe because we did not draw on
our faith and our grouping together to get
us through. We started to let little things
get more in the way of our meeting, and
when we did meet, at times the bonding
seemed forced. We had a few others join
in the next few years, and one or two
dropped out. This can be a blessing if it
brings new life to the group, or it can be
stressful as you realize you now have to
learn to trust someone new.
We continued to meet fairly regularly,
but it often took several tries to get a
date when everyone was free. YOU think
the excuses you gave for not going on the
weekend were bad, try getting 6-8 women
to agree on a day and time every 2 weeks!
There really wasn‘t a commitment to being a 4th day group. I think we still weren‘t
sure of what that meant. There were
also personality conflicts developing
among some of the women, and that also
led to a pulling away. Some meetings
turned into hour long counseling sessions
and I am not sure that except for the
opening and closing prayer we ever focused on the tools we had received over
the weekend.
I tell you this not to say these were, or
are bad women—anything but—they are
deeply faithful, wonderful women individually, but we did not mesh as a group.
Is being social wrong? No, it has a place
and time in the meetings if you choose. Is
venting and/or counseling not to be part
of a group? Not necessarily, as we are human, and if we really trust each other, we
can come to a meeting broken, and with
the Spirit working through the group, we
can begin to heal. But the group must
agree with what the parameters of the
group will be, and when it‘s ok or not to
go around some of them.
Here is what I mean by being selfish:
don‘t stick with a group if you are not
being fed. It can be hard to break up, but
it does not mean you lose a friend. You
may keep her by NOT grouping. How long
that friendship lasts afterwards is based
on how important you feel the relationship
is with respect to what you have with
those in a group more in line with your
needs. And maybe in time your steadfastness of faith will bring the friend back.
But I will also say that you have to give
the time to the group to let the trust and
fellowship develop. Each woman brings a
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4th Day Rollo, cont’d
special gift to the group dynamic—for
some its patience, joy, biblical knowledge, humor, compassion—you have to
get to know each other to see what that
gift is and how it helps form the unique
group you have. Perhaps with my first
group we concentrated on what we DID
NOT share in common, rather than what
we DID. I just know that as the EGO -EDGING GOD OUT --came into the group
too often, we could not get Him back in.
As women, it is also a challenge to
commit to a time and place to group—I
know because far too often we let that
get in the way—and semi-monthly meetings became once a month if we were
lucky. Here‘s another must: even if it‘s
only you and one other person, meet at
the scheduled time and place, for
―When two or more are gathered together in my name, I am
there with them‖. Do
we let the kids or the
job or the sick parent or
the basketball game get
in the way? Absolutely.
Is it possible to always
meet when scheduled?
No, of course not. But if
it is a good group, you
will feel the loss and
want to make it the next
time. The place can
influence how the meeting goes, so if it is not a
positive influence—too
noisy, or too distracting--then move the meeting. You cannot compartmentalize your faith,
so it‘s not about ―every
second and fourth Tuesday from 7-9 is
Cursillo sharing time‖ and the rest of
the days of the month you are not trying
to ―make a friend, be a friend, and
bring a friend to Christ‖. But you can
work to make those Tuesdays as important to you as the basketball games or
dinners with friends.
My 4th day is a large group, and that
makes it a challenge for us to be mindful of time, sometimes not everyone
gets to share. If that is the case with a
group you join, whoever is the ―leader‖
or more senior members should make it
a point to keep everyone on track, but
be flexible enough to see to special
needs of a particular individual. After
awhile, this will become natural and the
role of ―leader‖ will not be necessary.

The sharing is often all about sharing
their formation—which is great because
that is a weak link for me. They bring in
books or articles they have read, or we
discuss the passages from the previous
week‘s Mass. Often what is brought up
leads to a (mostly) friendly debate, but we
agree that we are the richer for having
shared. When we formed this new group
two years ago, we laid out some basic
rules: using the card as a guide, and really
try to cover all of it over the first few
meetings to have the newbies experience
it all. You are encouraged to share but are
not forced. If you want to vent or need
advice, tell us beforehand, so we know
how to listen. And always bring it back to
―counting on Jesus to get you through‖.
Your sponsor has more than the responsibility to ―make a friend, be a friend and
bring a friend to Christ‖;
his or her responsibility is
also to see that you are
part of a 4th day group. If
for some reason that does
not work out, reach out to
another Cursillista, or to
one of the team members
you met this weekend,
especially if she is relatively local to you. The
new team may not be the
right one, but don‘t give
up. Remember, one size or
group does not fit all, but
all will find one that fits.
The Holy Spirit will not
leave you hanging—so don‘t
you leave Him hanging.
You heard from Pat the
word Ultreya, a bi-monthly
meeting held by the Archdiocese. I have
to tell you that these saved my Cursillo
life, when I was in between groups or not
comfortable with the one I was in, I went
to the Ultreya for a little ―supercharge‖.
You feel the energy of the Spirit from the
moment it begins, filled with a variety of
people and ways of walking in their faith,
yet bound together by their love of Christ
and each other. The Witness talks and
singing never fail to feed me just when I
need it most.
I know that one of the main points of Cursillo is to take what you have received and
developed over the weekend and share it
with others—shouting from the rooftops or
in quiet reflections in one-on –one conversation. It is not meant to be kept in. But
here is where I need to say, ―What hap-

pens in group stays in the group‖. I
learned from my earlier groups that this
is paramount, and should be. You are
sharing the most important thing in your
life: your faith and all the issues that
can be part of that. So trust is vital to a
group‘s existence and your faith journey
being sustained. What has been shared
in my current groups has been deeply
personal for each of us at various times,
and it is often the prayer and support
that is in turn offered that has made an
individual get through another day.
The weekend of October 2015 was to
be MY Cursillo weekend, as rector. I
had a great team of women to help me,
and we wanted so much to bring the
Holy Spirit to a new batch of babe
chicks. Well, that was not quite the
Lord‘s plan as it turned out. You may
have gathered by my stunning headgear
that God put a new challenge in my life:
stage 2 uterine cancer diagnosed in August of last year. Once again, my 4th
day Group surrounded me with support,
and this spread to the entire Cursillo
community. I had a conflict of what my
heart wanted and what my head knew
had to be—I needed to concentrate on
getting well, so I could not lead the
team for the Women‘s 172nd weekend.
And here again, my circle within a circle
within a circle: the weekend team many
of whom were able to stay together and
share this weekend now with you; my 4th
day group who continue to pray, guide,
and humble me with their love and support and the bigger circle of the Cursillo
community, whose prayers, daily mass
offerings and novenas have lifted me up
to the Lord each day in ways for which I
cannot describe much less express my
thankfulness. And of course my dear
Support Rector, Pat Assan, whose unselfish act of stepping in and leading you
all this weekend gave me the ―Total
Security‖ to heal.
So ladies, I leave you with this: your 4th
day is the rest of your life, and being
with a loving, supportive group of like
women is vital to making that life as
faith-filled and joyful as you can. You
have the tools to do so, now take them
and make sure the personal relationship
with Christ you have either begun creating or are further developing can be
nurtured by the gift of community you
will find in your group reunion.
DeColores
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Women’s 172nd Weekend In January

The Women‘s Weekend that was
postponed from last fall finally
took place January 21-24, 2016 at
the Casa in Kearney. The theme
was ―Make Me an Instrument of
Your Peace‖. Pat Assan stepped

Martinez, Christianity
in Action; Personal
Contacts were Mary
Bransfield and Gail
Artola. Nicole Nerli
was Music Minister.

Debbie DiMauro
and Annie Ventola
were Service Team
Co-chiefs, who we
understand left no

up to fill in for Rector Barbara
Kittle. Angel was Uju Egonu, who
gave the Piety Rollo. Spiritual
Directors were Fr. Tom Lipnicki,
Fr. Paul Cannariato and Sr. Linda
Klaiss. Team members: Suzanne
Rivera, Ideals; Susan Coppola, Laity; Marilyn Weingartner, Study;
Nicole Nerli, Action; Trisha
Ferrara, Leaders; Kelly Enright,
Study of the Environments; Patty

bit of service unattended, including shoveling out the cars
covered by the snowstorm. Way
to go, Ladies!!

