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It is that time of year that
gets us all a little crazy with
running around to holiday
parties, Christmas shopping,
family gatherings and all the
other things that get piled
on our calendars. I pray we
are also making time for the
coming of our Lord, not as
something to get to after
we go through our “To Do”
list, but as a way to start
and end each day. Starting
and ending each day with
our Lord lets Him know how
much we need Him. The
rest of our “stuff” will fall
into place from there.
This time of year is also a
time to reflect on what has
happened in 2019. I am
truly grateful for the joys of
continued fellowship within
our Cursillo Community. We
have also had our own and
collective losses of dear
friends and family, as well
as illnesses this past year.
Through my own health
scare, I have come to appreciate so much more the
needs of those who suffer
with illness and the importance of prayers for them.
Just the ability to get back

to church and sit through
Mass was a great joy for me. It
made me realize how hungry
our homebound are to receive
the Lord in communion with
those of us who visit and
spend time with them.

sponsorship and Service
Team roles. We have created
“Invitation/Business Cards”
that can be handed out to
prospective candidates and
we will be coming out with a
new brochure early in 2020.

We continue to learn about
and adapt to our new Casa at
St. Peter’s in Belleville. I am
especially grateful to Bob
Weingartner and Barbara Kittle for the work they have
done on revising and updating
the Rector’s Weekend Manual
and the training they have
offered to new teams in formation. The Secretariat members continue to take steps to
reinforce our foundation of
leaders to keep us sustainable
into the future. We have been

How is your Advent Challenge going? Have you made
a plan to “Make a friend, be
a friend and bring that friend
to Christ” through prayer and
then journeying with potential candidates as a sponsor?
Are you discussing your plan
in your group reunions?
Evangelizing is not a part
time job – it is how we live
our lives every day and how
blessings flow to us as we
share Christ with others. Our
Cursillo movement depends
on your Action!

working on materials and
training (School of Leaders) to
educate us all on the importance and responsibilities of

I want you all to know how
special you are to me and
how grateful I am to have
you in my life through this
wonderful Cursillo movement. May God Bless you
and your families as we come
to the end of 2019 and get
ready for a New Year.
De Colores,
Deacon Paul
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What’s New on the Weekend

By Bob Weingartner

New Weekend Materials

following the Mass and Thanksgiving

ments. We will collect the sheets and

God is good and change is good. The

Prayers. All will carry the guide when-

return them with their Cursillo cross at

Secretariat has been busy revising our

ever heading to the chapel. The goal:

the closing mass. New Group Reunion

weekend materials to sustain our move-

the new guide becomes a living docu-

sheets will also be distributed during the

ment for the future. Simply put, what

ment for use after the weekend. Don’t

Rectors “Total Security” rollo. This has

gets written, gets done! Current teams

throw away your older green/red/black

also been revised to include a review of

in formation have been trained on the

guides!

Service Sheet commitments by the Babe

newly revised weekend manuals includ-

2) The Hobbies Sheet.

Chicks during group reunion. This holds

ing expanded and updated sections for

Although the Hobbies Sheet was

them accountable and answers the ques-

the Rector, Angel/Warden and Service

part of the previous candidate applica-

tion, “How did you fulfill your weekend

Team. Team training also includes a re-

tion, its use has been expanded. On

promises?”

view of best practices for “Bringing

Friday morning right after breakfast,

Brothers/Sisters to Christ”. You may

when assigned a table, all members will

New Rollo Guidelines.

have also noticed on mycursillo.com that

take turns sharing one of their hobbies,

OK, I did say 3 changes, so I am getting

new Candidate/Sponsor applications are

as an icebreaker exercise. Since every-

ahead of myself. The cat is out of the

posted. Please use these versions to

one completed the hobbies sheet in

bag……new Rollo Guidelines are forth-

sponsor all future candidates. We hope

advance, it can also be used as a tool to

coming from National Cursillo! Yeah! I

these new documents will deliver a more

assist the Rector/Angel/Warden with

did take a sneak peek and they appear to

efficient training and application process.

the team makeup based on similar or

have taken significant input on their revi-

contrasting hobbies.

sions. God is good!

3) New Service Sheet/Group Reunion

We’re always open to input, so please

Three New Weekend Changes
The new weekend materials include
three changes that have been incorporated for use on all future weekends. So,
what specifically are the changes?

sheets.

advise any feedback and standby for fu-

On Sunday morning after the Spiri-

ture changes.

tual Advisors “Life in Grace Rollo”, the
Service Sheet is introduced. It’s a small

1) Use of the New Pilgrims Guide.
All team members and candidates
will receive the new Pilgrims Guide for
use on the weekend. The guide is chock
full of new prayers. Distributed on Thursday night in the chapel, the guide has
prayers for the Examination of Conscience, Meditation, Morning/Night, for

tri-fold brochure like the current Group
Reunion sheet. The candidates will be
led through an exercise where they will
commit to specific details of how they
will implement their Piety, Study and
Action after the weekend. They will
personalize their own sheet and take a
few minutes to circle specific commit-

DeColores!
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WEEKEND UPDATE...WEEKEND UPDUPDATE...WEEKEND UPDATE...WEEKEND UPDATE
By Trisha Ferrara

Happy Advent and wishing you Christmas blessings!
In November, 2018 I received a call from
our Lay Director, Annie Ventola, asking
me to step in as the Rector for the May
2019 Women’s 179th Cursillo since the
Rector had to step down due to personal reasons. After a moment’s hesitation, I said yes.

I tried out the theme that had been chosen, but it didn’t fit; I felt like I was
wearing someone else’s clothes. So, I
was permitted to change the theme.
Because I had been floundering a bit
after my mother’s death and had been
asking God for guidance, I chose the
theme, “Lead Me Lord”. Divine intervention?
The only thing I changed on the weekend was the theme and song. I was so
grateful that no one stepped off the
weekend. The team, service team and
support team all remained the same.
Still, I was a bit nervous going into our
first meeting. I was now the Rector to a
team I had not brought into formation.
God’s Grace was abundant as I was welcomed into their formation with re-

spect, kindness and love. From that very
first moment, I knew this team was serving God and His works. The next few
months flew by and our formation was a
joy. Candidates were trickling in and at
the Opening all sixteen candidates registered and our journey began.
Having had the experience of being Rector in 2011 on the Women’s 164th Christ
Be Our Light
weekend, I
prayed and
asked God that I
would not compare as I knew
that every weekend has its own
personality. It
takes a whole
team to prepare
and execute a
weekend and
this team was
prepared. So, when we walked into the
Chapel at 8pm I simply said to God,
“We’re here, lead us, Lord.” To no one’s
surprise, He certainly did!
The new Casa has a different feeling.
How could it not? The building is older,
and after all it was a convent, but there is
a certain charm to the building. Of
course, the presence of our Lord was
evident everywhere I turned. The Service Team had their work cut out for
them as it is three stories, plus we used
the lower level (basement) for the Rollo
Room and break room. We gathered in
the Chapel and had our meals in the dining room on the first floor, then ventured
down to the lower level for our Rollos.
The formation of community that these
women were exhibiting at breakfast on

Women’s 179th
Friday morning was wonderful, and it
continued to grow from the first Rollo
and built throughout the weekend.
These women, with whom I have the
privilege of journeying, show me so many
wonderful faces of our Lord. It still astounds me after all these years that
sometimes in the smallest ways we are
greeted with God’s surprises. In 2020
the Women’s 179th will host an Ultreya
at OLPH in Oakland. I hope everyone will
come and join us and see for themselves
what beautiful, faith-filled women they
are. In the meantime, I will live by, “Be
my way, be my truth, be my life, my Lord,
and lead me Lord today”. (And every
day!)
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WEEKEND UPDATE...WEEKEND UPDUPDATE...WEEKEND UPDATE...
Sincere congratulations to all participants
of the Men’s 196th Cursillo Weekend!
Seven freshly minted Candidates now look
at life with a whole new spiritual perspective.

Headed up by Michael Tapper as Rector
and Pat Carr as Warden, this Weekend
took flight at our new Casa at St. Peter’s,
Belleville on Thursday, September 26 and
concluded on Sunday, September 29.
Spiritual Directors included Fr. Paul Cannariato and Fr. Thomas Lipnicki. Jim Garabo served as Music Minister extraordinaire! The theme for the Weekend was,
“Jesus, Lead the Way.”
In response to the directive “Christ is
counting on you” the following seven Candidates from that Weekend exclaimed
“And I am counting on Christ” at the Closing ceremony: Fr. Anthony Armstrong, Tim
Gallagher, Dennis O’Neill, Joel Patron, Rich
Powers, Frank Puzio and Michael
Sweeney. Special congratulations go out
to these dedicated and trusting Candidates. Without them there would be no
Cursillo Weekends. And, of course, many
thanks to their Sponsors as well.
Rector Michael recruited a top-notch
Team, including: Dean Hardish (Ideals),
Jason Abughusson (Laity), Pete Rice
(Piety), Bob Weingartner (Study), Tony
Seymour (Action), Pat Carr (Leaders), Dan
Miccio (Study of the Environments) and
Tom Abrams (Christian Community in Action). Jerry DiMauro and John Ventola
served as Personal Contacts.

Men’s 196th
The ever-ready Service Team/Kitchen
Crew from Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Oakland was Co-Chaired by Pat Ferrara
and Tom Torpey. They all worked tirelessly and their non-stop labor was readily apparent to all. Ken Bransfield served
as Michael’s Support Rector, recruiting
and heading up the Support Team. Lea
Abrams was exemplary in her delivery of
the 4th Day Witness talk at the
Closing.
A huge “thank
you” goes out to
the many that
worked so hard
seeing that this
Weekend was the
best it could possibly be. All
prayers on our behalf were more than
appreciated; they were felt. The Holy
Spirit’s presence throughout the course
of the Weekend was palpable. A special
shout-out and thank you to Anna Hard-

By Pat Carr

ish and Trish Ferrara from OLPH for
their hard work, and for their Cursillista/parishioner donation and preparation of specific meals over the course
of the weekend. Bravo! Delicious!
The Archdiocese of Newark Cursillo
movement continues to attract men
and women to attend Weekends, fostering in them a deeper and more
meaningful personal relationship with
Christ, enabling them to use the tools
presented to further their faith-walk
with like-minded
Cursillistas via
Group Reunion
and Ultreya. All
Weekends serve
as a catalyst in
making that happen. Prayers for
our continued
success!
Action point: Recruit a candidate!
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Pre-Cursillo: Looking For a Few Good Ideas

By Eileen McGuire and Ginny Topolski

When we made our Cursillo in June of

tee to address the challenges of con-

or would like to be involved with our

2017, the theme for our weekend was Joy

tinuing to keep up with needs of grow-

planning, please get in touch with us.

in the Journey, and over the past 2+ years,

ing our vibrant Cursillo community.

we have certainly experienced that joy in
so many ways. Cursillo has given us the
opportunity to grow in our faith, to experience Christ in a far more intimate and personal way in the company and with the
help of loving, faith-filled brothers and
sisters. It is a joy that we, along with our
fellow Cursillistas, long to share with our
family members, friends and acquaintances. The question is how?

It can be hard in our eagerness to bring

While many contacts are made at differ-

candidates to the weekend, but our goal

ent gatherings such as bible studies or

should be to accompany the friend we

an evening with a church organization,

have made on a spiritual journey, help-

how do we continue to connect with the

ing that friend to respect his or her own

contacts we have made? How do we

story and encouraging them to explore

improve upon our evangelization skills?

the movement of God in their own lives.

How do we continue ongoing education

Hopefully, in bringing that friend to

on the role of sponsors? These are just

Christ we will also bring him or her to

a few of the issues we will be working

Cursillo.

on in the next few months. Of course,

As Bob Weingartner outlined so well in his

we are looking for help and guidance

article in the Summer 2019 issue of the

from all of you. If anyone has any ideas

Cursillo Courier, there are many places
and organizations to explore to engage
new candidates and many proven techniques that have been effective in gaining
new candidates.

Yet, as well as these

methods have often worked, we still seem
to be struggling to get the number of candidates required for the weekends and—
yes we know it’s not just about the numbers.
Pre-Cursillo is in the process of taking a
hard look at what we are doing well and
upon what can be improved. So far, we
have prepared a new brochure which will
be ready for use beginning in January. We
received a great deal of feedback on the
layout of the brochure and think you will
all be happy with the content as well as
the graphics. We have formed a commit-

One of the “Make a Friend” aids that we are trying out
this year.
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Appreciating the Blessings of the Season
I just attended a short Advent reflection
given by Fr John Collins, a Redemptorist
priest from St. Alphonsus Retreat house
in Long Branch. It was very thoughtprovoking and put me in a wonderful
place for Christmas. Here is a brief
summary:
May the Incarnation of God’s love this
Christmas remind us all that we are the
embodiment of His love, and it is meant
to be shared as a community. Our journey of faith is deeply personal but it is
not meant to be done alone. This season take on the risk of getting close in
order to see His love shared. Embrace
the sacredness of His grace within us
and share it with your communities and
those unknown to you. Stay attuned to
the God who lives within you.
“And He appeared and the SOUL felt its
worth”. May you feel His love so much
this season, living within you that you
do realize your worth—to yourself and
to others.

By Barbara Kittle, Asst. Lay Director

My Christmas list of Blessings
My Christmas list is more than just a way to keep track of
The special people God has brought into my life to love.
It is like a treasured scrapbook filled with pleasant memories
Of all the times God’s answered prayer through friends and family.
Every name is a touchstone that leads to a place and time,
Where God has used another’s heart
To reach out and touch mine.
It may have happened years ago, or even yesterday,
But every person on my list has changed my life in some way.
Through simple conversation, a warm hug or a meal,
Every person on my list has helped me grow or heal,
Or laugh or love or learn or smile…
The blessings never end
As God allows our paths to cross
As family and friends.
So please know that this greeting is more than a Christmas wish.
It’s a “thank you “card to God
For putting on my list
Each and every one whose name
I’ve come to hold so dear…
Those who’ve shown me Christmas joy
Each day of every year.

God bless and De Colores,
Barbara

mycursillo.com
Where can I find
-News about Cursillo events?
-Prayer Requests?
-Applications?
-Photos?
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Ultreya is a Spanish word derived from
the original Latin meaning “onward”. As
its name implies the Ultreya is a call to
move forward and to keep the flame of
Cursillo burning brightly.
Our Lady of the Valley, Orange, NJ has
been privileged to host an annual Ultreya for many years. Preparation for
this event has continued to be a source
of many special graces and blessings for
us. Our teamwork, prayers and support
for each other strengthens our bond
and commitment to be Companions on
our Cursillo journey.

Cursillo Courier

evangelizing and ministering to others”. (Ernie Gonzalez)

At a recent Leader’s School, the topic was
Sponsorship. It can’t be stated enough
that when our “Babe Chicks” return home
from the Casa, the “seeds” that were
planted need to be properly nourished
and fed. It is our challenge as Sponsors to
teach our Babe Chicks how to be
“communal and teamwork people” by our
example. The results of our commitment
is outstanding.
Perhaps you might consider hosting an

Ultreya in the future with your 4th day
group, your “weekend group”, a Parish

Rather than share my own feelings, I
decided to first ask some Cursillistas
from our 4th day group to share theirs.
These are some of the responses I received:
“The Ultreya provides an opportunity
to see old friends and is like a miniweekend experience. Preparing for our
annual Ultreya is exciting, whether it’s
saying the opening or closing prayer,
giving the Witness talk or preparing
snacks, it prepares you for a weekend
team”. (Sandra Carless)

“My experience in giving this year’s witness was
a process in itself. It allowed me to look back
on my faith journey prior to my weekend to
where I am now, which is where Jesus remains
the Lover of my Soul”. (Sally Sattan)
“Participating in an Ultreya keeps

me on track in my Spiritual journey by keeping me focused on the

importance of being prayerful, being involved and sharing my Christian Community by encouraging,

group or a Friendship Group. Take the
action to grow in your Faith together
(always include some Babe Chicks) and
rely on the Cursillo Tripod: Piety, Study
and Action. I promise your group will
develop the Cursillo charism and want
to proclaim the Good News. I’m sure
any group that has conducted an Ultreya will share the same excitement.
Wishing each of you a bright, blessed
and beautiful Christmas.
DeColores!
Carolyn Ahrens

Volume 12, Issue 1
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By Janet Gyss

The Women’s 177th Cursillo team and
candidates, along with Cursillistas from
St. Paul’s parish in Ramsey, recently
hosted the November Ultreya. Rector
Janet Gyss was delighted to welcome so
many Cursillistas (and even a few prospective candidates) to St. Paul’s along
with Fr. John Gabriel, pastor.

Team member Angela Criscuoli provided
the opening prayer and Carolyn Messina,
Music Minister from the weekend, led
the group in the weekend’s theme song,
“Unfailing Love.” After the small group
sharing portion of the evening, Gina But-

ler gave a powerful witness. Gina, who
is from Our Lady of the Lake parish in
Verona, has been a youth minister for
over 20 years. She spoke of her Cursillo weekend as being “life altering” in
many ways. Gina had been struggling
with grief and loss and through the
events of the weekend was able to
experience a
conversion
and to give
everything
over to God.
To quote her
in her witness,
“I had just
needed help
to open my
hands and
give it all over
to Him.”

The lay summation, given
by Kelly Enright, reiterated the sense of community
that we all experience as Cursillistas,
beginning with the authentic relationships that are formed beginning on our
weekends. Fr. John Gabriel, in his spiritual summation, spoke about spiritual

warfare that is so prevalent
in all of our lives and how
we must recognize that we
can never stop growing in
our desire for God. We
need His Grace and His
healing touch so that His love can be
revealed to us.

The evening was truly uplifting and spiritually moving for all.

Calling All Sponsors: Two Upcoming Weekends Await
The Women’s 180th Cursillo
Weekend is swiftly approaching, January
16-19, 2020 at the Casa in Belleville. Rector
Cate Unger won’t let anything such as a little
snow to deter the unfolding of what her
team has prepared, especially since her
theme is Nothing is Impossible with God. Her
Angel is Mary Ellen Weiland, Spiritual Advisors are Fr. Tom Lipnicki and Fr. John
Gordon.

The Team: Marilyn Weingartner, giving the
Ideals rollo; Diane Bednar, Laity; Mary Ellen
Weiland, Piety; Sandra Carless, Study; Melissa
McKittrick, Action; Linda Endress, Leaders;
Stella Mason, Cristianity in Action; Diane

Calabrese, Environments. Rector Cate Unger
gives the Total Security rollo. Theresa Taylor
and Dawn Torpey are Personal Contacts;
Megan Larsen serves as Music Minister.
Tell everyone all about it!

Volume 12, Issue 1
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Next Men’s Weekend: March 26-29, 2020
The Men’s 195th Weekend will
have Gordon Roehrer as Rector with
the theme, Unity, Peace, Love. Warden is Ed Enright, Spiritual Director is
Fr. Thomas Lipnicki plus one other
TBD.

The Team: Ken Gysbers, giving the Ideals rollo;
Chris Giancarlo, Laity; Ed Enright, Piety; Lyndon
Gunning, Study; Pete Monacchio, Action; JeanFrancois Gueguen, Leaders; Mike Kirwan, Cristianity in Action; Andre Uche, Environments. Rector Gordon Roehrer gives the Total Security rollo
and also serves as Music Minister. Lou Costello

Applications can be found on the website,
mycursillo.com. Please use the recent version, which is condensed into fewer pages.
Share the Love Life that is Cursillo.

Tricky Tray: A Treat For Everyone
Hello everyone!
Here is a little re-cap of the fundraiser which took place on November 9.
The night was spectacular! One of the
best ever and I am so sorry if anyone
missed it! Cursillo made $6,500 from the
event, one of the biggest amounts we
have ever cleared! It was such a group
effort with a team of people working
tirelessly to make the evening come together. Some special people I would like
to "shout out" would be Anna Hardish
and Sam Zarro. Anna and Sam ran the
kitchen and made sure everything went
smoothly. They both also helped set up
and clean up. We truly couldn't have
done it without them.
Sam's wife, Beth (a long time Cursillista) and their daughter Kathleen worked
the registration table and they were
amazing. Talk about patience!
I also want to mention my cousin Nancy
Zarro. She stored all the baskets at her
house. She typed and printed all the programs and flyers (at NO cost to the movement). She donated the centerpieces
and did so many little things that I couldn't list. I will eventually get her to make a
Cursillo weekend, but if she does not
define what a "Cursillista" is I don't know
what does!!
Also, it would have been very difficult
without the help of Sam & Beth's son
Tommy Zarro. His strength and youth
the night before with set up and the
night of was a life-savor. Tommy drove
all over for me and with me picking up
baskets. He came to Teaneck and helped
me pick up 17 baskets. He was indispen-

and Tony Ventola are Personal Contacts;
John Ventola and Sam Zarro are Service
Team Co-Chiefs.

sible in so many ways.
Kelly Enright reached out and asked me
if she could make FAVORS for everyone in
the room. She made chocolate-covered
Oreos with RAINBOWS on them and
wrapped each one individually. They were
extraordinary, just like she is!
SO many people helped clean up. We had
the room clean in less than an hour! Thank
YOU.
Barb Kittle was INSTRUMENTAL in making this event work. I don't think this event
could happen without her.
I do want to
add that members of my family are true
sports! I drag
them into the
insanity of my
life. My brothers Tony & John
did a great
job calling the
numbers. My
sister-in-law
Angele sold
50/50's all night. My nieces and nephews
and their friends ran the baskets. My
brother Sammy must have made 8 trips to
the dumpster with garbage. Even my little
guy Joe was there and he said grace!
Most importantly there are TWO very
important people to thank....the first and
foremost is the Lord! I think we should
thank God for the gift of this beautiful
movement that we have been given. We
had 8 past Lay Directors in that room!!!
EIGHT!! What a testimonial to the power

By Annie Ventola

that God is indeed good and giving to
us, that after all these years, these
men and women still stay dedicated
to a movement and to God and continue to serve Him. If that's not proof
that Cursillo works and that God is
indeed enough I don't know what is!
Second, we should thank ALL OF
YOU – the people in the movement. You all take the time to collect
money and shop and put these beautiful baskets together. Then we gather
as a Christian Community for a night
of laughter, fun, fellowship and
food...let's not forget the food. But
this could not happen without the
people of the Cursillo Community.
Without the Cursillistas this event
would not exist. You could get people
to organize it, you could get food
there, and tables and chairs, but if
you don't have PEOPLE then it's for
nothing! And it's the beautiful people
in this movement that make it happen.
I was asked for a “short" summary
but it is hard for me to do that: way
too much happened. Anna Hardish
said to me it was like an Opening and
a Closing and an Ultreya and Day of
Renewal all rolled into one! My
brother John said to me, Annie I don't
remember the last time I saw you so
happy! The night was a real moment
close to Christ for me.
Love and Always DeColores,
Annie

