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The excitement has been
building. The first Cursillo
Weekends at the Mt. Carmel Retreat Center are
about to begin. Trisha
and Donovan have been
busy, busy, busy leading,
nurturing, carrying out all
the elements of team formation. Through it all
there has been and continues to be prayer. For
within these two leaders
is a deep realization that
this journey does not lead
to Christ by simply following guidelines or through
the ―magic ―of Cursillo .
There is no magic here;
there is only the hard
work of dying to self and
rising in Christ so that others will see more clearly
and love more deeply.
Thank you Rectors, thank
your teams, thank you
service and support teams
for your devotion and sacrifice. You are the salt of
the earth, the conduit
through which Jesus’ compassion and love flows.
And what of the rest
of the Cursillo family;

By Jean Kalemba, Lay Director

those who continue to
work and play within their
environment as the weekends unfold? Certainly
Palanca is our constant
companion; St. Paul calls
us to pray constantly. I
think the closest I come to
answering that call is during a Cursillo weekend. So
we, the rest of the family,
besiege the heavens with

prayers, sacrifice and good
works. We, too, die to
self so that Christ may be
seen more clearly and
loved more deeply by
those experiencing this
weekend.
But there are those
among us with a still

greater obligation. As Lay
Director I become very
concerned as weekends
approach and the number
of candidates is low; when
there is a real danger of
cancelling a weekend.
Well then that’s when the
―E-Blasts‖ go out, the rosaries’ and novenas begin,
and through the Grace of
God and the action of the
Holy Spirit the weekend is
filled. We meet our numbers, but it’s more than
numbers. You and I both
know that. It is about
making a friend, being a
friend and bringing that
friend to Christ. We all
know that does not happen
in a week or even a
month; it takes time. Remember it is up to us to
look for those who are
open or in need of friendship, they will not look for
us. Look within our environment for those who can
be better, open to change.
Then we become friends.
The Action Rollo calls us to
live in truth and show our
genuine interest in our
friend. Be supportive and
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Jean Kalemba, cont’d
understanding; optimistic and
cheerful. Love them supernaturally
and speak to them of Christ. And
lastly this Rollo calls us to make
them friends of Christ.
―For Christ: Not how we do it, or
how much we do it, but who we do
it for…
We do not want them to love us,
but that they love Him.
With Christ: Living in Grace, praying, Trusting in Him.
In Christ: Living out our Baptism,
we nurture the seed planted in their
souls; we have to wake up and make
their seed of faith sprout.
Like Christ: As the Father has sent
me so I send you.‖‖

And if, through all these actions and the Grace of God, our
friend comes to Cursillo we need to
commit ourselves to their ongoing
support by traveling the 4th day road
with them. To be a companion on
the journey, bringing them to Ultreya and meeting with the new
Cursillista for at least 4 months to
make certain they becomes part of
Friendship Group Reunion.
As you read this, the Men’s 181st
weekend is probably about to begin
or already in progress, ―Men of
God…Soaring Like Eagles.‖ God’s
continued blessings on them and
those of us at home supporting
through Palanca.

This year, Ultreyas are held at various
locations throughout the Archdiocese.
Next up (subject to change):

Friday, November 18, 2011
Sacred Heart Church
12 Terrace Avenue
Rochelle Park
7:30 p.m.

The Women’s Weekend is scheduled for November 3rd through 6th.
Please continue to pray for candidates
and approach those friends that you
have been cultivating over the past
months; it is now time to ―Bring them
to Christ‖.
May God continue to bless our
Cursillo Movement, our family and
friends, and may the Spirit of God
continue to infuse us with the burning
desire to bring others to the see more
clearly, love more deeply.
De Colores

Location may change as the parishioners of
Sacred Heart are currently serving dinners each
weekday evening for those families affected by
Hurricane Irene.

Hosted by the Men’s 179th Weekend
Master of Ceremonies: Tony Seymour

More info to come.

Volume 5, Issue 1

Page 3

My Prayer Life
One of the enduring parts of my
Cursillo weekend experience has
been my improved life of prayer.
As a Pre-Cursillista I must admit
that I never had time for prayer,
or should I say I never made time
for prayer. There were kids to
take to soccer, deadlines to meet
at work and lots of sports to
watch on TV. No extra time in my
life to talk with the Lord! Sure I
went to church every Sunday and
sometimes said a quick ―Hail
Mary‖ or ―Our
Father‖ with my
kids at bedtime,
but that was
about the extent
of my life of
prayer. I thought
that was enough;
I was covered.
Then I
made my Cursillo
and oh boy how
my prayer life
changed! I learned to speak with
the Lord as I do with my best
friend. I not only tell Him my
problems, but I also share the joys
in my life. I ask Him to show me

By Pat Ferrara
the way, whether I’m unsure of
what to do or not to do; words I
need to comfort someone or to instruct them; or, to applaud or reprimand. I realized that He was always there to listen anytime and
anywhere, I just had to speak. I
soon found myself praying in the
car on the way to work, talking to
Him while walking the dog, or even
while standing in line at the store.
I can’t even remember what I was
wasting this time with before.
My prayers
now always
start with
Thank You.
I thank God
for my family and
friends and
ask His
blessings
for them
during the
day. I
thank Him for all the things in my
life, both good and bad. I ask for
Him to allow me to see His face in
the people I encounter during the
day and that in return I show His

Don’t forget...Cursillo Weekends are now at
Carmel Retreat Center, Mahwah
Closings are at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Oakland, 4 p.m.

For directions, go to mycursillo.com

face to them. Although we talk
about the joys in my life and I
thank Him for them, I am especially grateful for the joy of having
Him at the center of my life.
I have come to appreciate
the beautiful and powerful prayer
of the Rosary. My wife and I will
pray the Rosary during our commute to or from work. In doing so,
it has brought us closer to each
other and to Jesus.
There is a church I pass
every morning on my way to work,
-- its message board reads,
“Prayer – It’s like being there”.
I must say that since my weekend,
my prayer life has enabled me to
walk more closely with the Lord,
sometimes it even feels like
Heaven but it’s always next to
Him. My prayer for each of you is
that your life of prayer is rich and
full of life for our friend and
brother Jesus.
God bless you all.
De Colores!

Got Babe Chick?
There’s still time for new
candidates to apply for the
Women’s 164th Weekend,
November 3-6, 2011
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Ken Might Not Know Where He Sat, But We Know Where He Stands
Father Tom’s opening words were
―Ken might not know where he sat,
but we certainly know where he
stands.‖ You see Ken Bransfield
gave the witness talk at the July
Ultreya at Sacred Heart in Rochelle
Park and Father Tom gave the
Spiritual Response. Ken shared
that on his weekend, when he
stood at the podium to witness, he
had failed to say at which table he
sat. We all know what happens
then, the shouts of, ―What table
were you at?‖ a clamor that can
unnerve the calmest of souls. Well
that was then, but now as Father
Tom said, we all know where he
stands – stands in his faith journey.
Ken’s witness was one of evangelization, for that is where his journey has led him – evangelizing in
the ordinary, in
the everyday.
Blooming
where he
was
planted,
changing
his environment
through small random acts of kindness that touched hearts, eased
pain and brought the love of Christ
to the disenchanted, the despondent. I guess those Rollos really
took in Ken!
Eileen Smith’s childhood
story of finding a prayer card of St.
Theresa under an old floor tile and

how its message has traveled with
her through the years began her witness. Eileen was the main presenter
at this past September’s Ultreya in
Blessed Sacrament/St. Charles Borromeo Newark. The women of the
162nd hosted the evening and Eileen
shared how that weekend strengthened her faith and gave her the
courage to turn to serve within her
community at St. Andrew’s in
Bayonne. Mary Brown gave the enthusiastic Lay
Response once
again speaking
of Eileen’s
impact on her
environment –
where you
live, sister!
As you
know we began our ―traveling Ultreyas‖ this past summer and the attendance has been fantastic! I think
we’re on to something here, being
able to travel from parish to parish
and not having any time constraints
has impacted on the number of people able to attend and the time for
fellowship. Our next
Ultreya is scheduled for
November 18th once
again at Sacred Heart in
Rochelle Park. Unfortunately the site may have
to change because the
community of Sacred
Heart is busy serving
nightly dinners to the
flood victims of the
area. But mark the date

and we will list any changes on
the web site as well as e-blast.
A quick thank you to
Donovan Green and Rosemary
Lisa, the Post Cursillo Committee, in charge of planning Ultreyas – great job!
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Donovan & Yvonne Green Host Team Social
A longstanding tradition within
the Archdiocese of Newark Cursillo
movement is for the Weekend rector
to host a Team social. While this
event can take on different forms,
for the Men’s weekends, typically a
party takes place at some point prior
to the start of the Weekend whereby
all team members and their spouses
gather to kick back, relax and enjoy
one another’s company.
Donovan Green, rector of the
Men’s 181st ―Men of God…Soaring
Like an Eagle‖ Cursillo, along with his
wife Yvonne, hosted just such an
event this past June in anticipation
of the start of that Men’s October,

2011 Weekend. They pulled out all
the stops!
Not only was the Team invited,
but also the Service Team and Support Team, Donovan’s parish priests
from Blessed Sacrament/ St. Charles
Borromeo, along
with many of
Yvonne’s Cursillo
friends rounding
out the crowd.
Billed as a summertime Jamaican bar-

Are these ladies singing “De Colores”???

***More photos links at mycursillo.com***

By Pat Carr

becue, over 50 Cursillistas and supporters attended this day-into-night
party. The weather was gorgeous,
the barbecue oxtail, chicken, goat
and Jamaican
jerk pork,
sides and desserts were
delicious and
Donovan’s
professional
sound system
was rockin’.
There were
multiple
toasts raised
to the success
of the Weekend.
If this celebration is any indicator of what form the actual Weekend
may take, then the eagles soaring on
the Men’s 181st will be reaching record altitudes!

