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Hello and De Colores my fellow Cursillistas!
I want to begin my tenure as
Lay Director for the Archdiocese of Newark English Cursillo Movement by asking for
your prayers for me, my Secretariat, and all of us to continue and grow our movement. With HIS help we will
recharge, revitalize and reevangelize the movement and
all who are or will be Cursillistas.
I know this is will not be done
overnight. We have so much
going on, but need to remember we also have so much to
be thankful for. I am quoting
from Jeff Cavins:
There’s so much anxiety
right now in the culture.
Many people are spending so
much time and energy watching the evening news, cable
news, YouTube, conspiracy
theories, all of that … I listen
to them talk about these
things and wonder: have you
given any time today to listen
to God? A loving God, who
knows your situation better
than any network news channels? That God has a Word for
you in the midst of whatever

you’re going through and it’s
going to bring you so much
more peace than watching
more news and social media.
We want to bring that Word
to everyone. We have to
make it worth it, to remind
those who have lost touch
with God and/or Cursillo of
what they once knew to be a
relationship that was worth
everything to keep, to nurture, and to share. The
Cursillo Method is the way
we will do so.
As a result of the last two
years, not only have individuals lost their sense of
direction, but many group
reunions have as well. As a
result, people feel hopeless, as if something happened to their “internal
compass.” When we
gather as a community in
faith, it can be a reorienting of our lives around
Jesus. It’s a relationship. And that’s exactly what
people need right now, in
these challenging times.
We will be scheduling School
of Leader sessions on a
monthly basis. I am changing
the name of these sessions

By Barbara Kittle, Lay Director

to Cursillo Workshops, as I
think that reflects what we
are trying to do—get back to
basics and work as a community to do so. We want to
make these sessions as interactive as possible. We want
to hear your thoughts, your
issues, your challenges as
well as your joys and smiles.
We hope to have music, various speakers, and of course

sharing! We need to enrich
our understanding of PreCursillo, The Weekend, and
Post Cursillo.
In addition, we would like to
have individual parishes or
Group Reunions hold Ultreyas. We believe it is as im-
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Barbara Kittle, cont’d.
portant for the small groups to rekindle
their own communities as it is for us as a
bigger community. I welcome your parishes and group reunions to reach out to
me to talk about this. We are here to
help! The Ultreya can be in the same
month as a workshop—gathering together as Cursillistas more than once a
month will help us remember what we
love about Cursillo! To get us started the
Group Reunions of OLPH in Oakland will
host an Ultreya on October 29, and all
are welcome. Details to follow about
registering.

realize that the best weekends have candidates who say “yes” because someone
has really taken the time to “Be a friend,
make a friend, and bring a friend to
Christ”. The team should be a tight, loving, trusting community because of the
formation they have in planning for the
weekend. The weekend should have a
rector that knows how to nurture the
team and candidates with her/his love of
the Lord and understanding of the
Method. All this is part of what we feel
“going back to the basics” will bring to
our community.

community, including a Tricky Tray in
February or March, and another Day of
Renewal in the Spring. Also, a “Second
Touch” weekend possibly in November,
but more on that later!

Of course, we will have weekends! We

We are planning other gatherings for the

551-404-5887 bkkittle@gmail.com

Is It Really Happening? (Tales of the Men’s 195th)
It is April of 2019 and the Team of the Men’s
195th Weekend is ready. Less than 3 weeks to
go! Alas - there is but one candidate and the
weekend must be postponed. We’ve seen this
before. It was not time.
It is March of 2020 – that same team is now
more than ready and we have a full raft of
candidates! Gradually it becomes a race between a growing pandemic and us. On the
Friday before the Weekend not one team
member or candidate is balking. Over the
weekend, my warden Ed Enright and I share
our concerns (and bewilderment). Monday
morning the other shoe drops – I get the call…
the weekend is postponed, again.
Are you ready for Season 3? It features most
of the original cast!
May of 2021 – The pandemic is waning somewhat and the beautiful new Youth Center
Casa has first class practices and policies in
place to keep us safe. We have the candidates. It is definite this time. It is happening!
I know I was not the only one who felt a disconnect from reality in the days immediately
before June 3rd. After the “false alarms” or

the preceding two “seasons” I just didn’t
seem to have the expected sense of urgency.
Is it really happening? Better get packing!
So let me give you a quick peek behind the
scenes of the Season 3 Finale.
We were going into that week prepared for
anything and not knowing for sure what mandates would be in effect or how would that
impact life at the Casa. It turned out that the
mask requirement was dropped shortly before the weekend started AND that all attendees were comfortable with that. No small
blessing!
Our beautiful Service Team lovingly and unobtrusively performed the daily temperature
and wellness checks that were required. A
bonus encounter with Christ!
Bunking one per room was mandatory but did
not seem to detract from our spirit of community. We had the entire casa to ourselves
which helped preserve our cloistered experience. It actually challenged us a bit in deciding how best to utilize the space.
The Blessed Mother Room was our Rollo

I welcome anyone to reach out and
email or call me with any comments,
concerns, or suggestions. This is a group
effort and I certainly need you all to be
with me as we continue our Way to the
Lord through Cursillo.
God bless and Decolores!
Barbara

By Gordon Roehrer
Room. One end of it anyway. Five at each
table providing a relaxed social distancing in
our generous space. As I bring it to mind
now, it looked just like…. The Rollo Room.
Our daily prayers, meditations and Mass
were right around the corner in the Marian
Chapel.
De Colores rang out freely at all the appointed times.
Closing in the Church basement – priceless!
(You had to be there)
The weekend felt really special – like always.
Blessed be God forever!
De Colores!
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Always Part of the Cursillo Family
Hello everyone! I would like to introduce myself. My name is Tony Ventola. I
am 62 years old; I have been married to
the love of my life, my wife Linda for 37
years. We have 3 children: Anthony 35,
Michael 33, and Jenna 29. We have 2
grandchildren: Jacob 13 and Sofia Rae
(the apple of my eye) who is 3. They
belong to my son Anthony who is married to my daughter-in-law Katrina.
I made my
Cursillo
way back
in 1981. I
was 22 at
the time
and had
to get
permission because the
By-Laws said you had to be 25 years old.
I stayed active for the first few years,
Grouping on and off, attending Closings,
being on Team and Service Team (or
Kitchen Crew as they called it back in

By Tony Ventola, Assistant Lay Director

the day) and even attending a couple of
School of Leaders. Then suddenly marriage happens. Then came Anthony,
then came Michael and lo and behold it
was time to work on my career. There
wasn’t any one thing that I can honestly
say happened that led me away from
my 4th Day. The only thing that comes
to mind for a guy in his late 20’s and a
family to support is – you can’t serve
two Masters $$$.
Next thing you know it was 2008 and
the Holy Spirit used my brother John to
ask me to be on Team after some 20
plus years away from the Casa. That was
the Men’s 174th. In reflecting, there was
always a desire to get active again, but
timing in life is everything. The Lord’s
timing as always is perfect and HE knew
I would have a level of comfort with my
brother as Rector and a bonus, my son
Michael as a Candidate.
I have been Grouping regularly for the
last 13 years – an absolute must if you
are going to live your 4th Day in the Cursillo way. I also attend Nar-Anon meet-

ings regularly for the last 9 ½ years as my
oldest Anthony is 9 years as a recovering
Heroin Addict. My Nar-Anon Group tease
me as the “Holy Roller” and asked if I
would send a little reflection out every
morning and I said I would try! That was 2
years ago, and I haven’t missed a day on
sending one out. What started with an
original group of 15 people, has grown to
a group of 97 people getting a daily email
and has truly become a Ministry to me. If
you would like to be added to the list,
email me at tonyv@turtle.com
This has become a real joy and a blessing
from the Lord in my life.
I thank you all for welcoming me into my
new position and look forward to getting
to meet you all and get to know everyone
better! I ask you to pray for me, Barbara,
and the Secretariat in this time of transition and change!
My goal as Assistant Lay Director in the
hope of evangelizing the Gospel message
is a simple one: I must decrease, and HE
must increase.
DeColores, Tony

Men’s
195th
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Day of Renewal: Journey Back to a Better You
What happens when Cursillistas are reunited after virtual quarantine for over a
year?? THEY HUG A LOT! That was the
obvious assessment at the recent Day of
Renewal held on July 24 in Kearny.
Well over 100 Cursillistas gathered to reconnect and hear witnesses to how this
joyful Movement has changed lives.
Nicole Nerli, an Occupational Therapist in
the Hackensack Meridian Hospital System,
discussed what pandemic life was like on
the front lines. During most of 2020, she
was asked to change gears and work with
the Nursing team, in direct contact with
Covid patients, living the ups and downs of
patient illness, implementing daily, and
sometimes hourly, quickly changing medical procedures, and comforting staff, family and friends suffering with PTSD and
Covid fatigue.

through prayer, Adoration in the church
parking lot, coffee in the park with
friends, and Zoom Fourth Day meetings.
Peter and Christie Rice shared how
prayer was so vital during the recent
pandemic. Father Vincent D’Agostino
talked his unique perspective on the
challenges of the day.
Some Cursillistas offered items for sale:
there were books, music and guitar pick
jewelry from the estate of the late Carolyn Messina; Gail Artola had many color-

By Joanne Rinkus

shared a vital memory of their assistant
Director and the audience learned a
little more about how much these leaders contributed to the Cursillo Movement. These are truly the unsung heroes of Cursillo. The Secretariat presented each former Lay Director with a
stained-glass cross done by a local artist.
And we all got to say a long overdue
“Thank You” to each one of them.
The day ended with Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. John Gordon, with music
by Gordon Roehrer and Megan Larsen
and Mom Theresa Taylor. And we all
got to meet a future babe chick, Baby
Larsen!
It warmed the heart to be together
again and share the vibrancy of our
faith, the faith of many colors!
De Colores

Yet during this time, Nicole's reliance on
God never wavered. Despite churches
being locked down, Nicole sought God

ful necklaces and bracelets. These vendors generously donated a portion of
the proceeds from the days sales.
The Casa went all out and provided authentic Barbeque with ribs, chicken,
burgers, dogs and fries. Some elected to
dine outdoors since it was a gorgeous
sunny day.
One of the highlights of this day was the
recognition of former Lay Directors by
the Secretariat. Each Lay Director

Page 5

Cursillo Courier

Welcome to Some New Members
I’d like to do a brief introduction of two
new members of the Secretariat team.
Judy Faley has taken the position of Secretary, formerly held by Joanne Rinkus.
Joanne will continue as our Newsletter
editor and weekend application coordinator and database manager. If you missed it
we honored Joanne at the Day of Renewal
for her 20 years of service to the Secretariat as Secretary. We are very happy she
is staying on with her other duties.
Back to Judy! Judy is someone I got to
know when I went to the Holy Land in
2018. She is a former teacher, and lives in
New Milford and is a member of Our Lady
of Visitation parish in Paramus. We share
some wonderful memories of our time in
Israel, and I got to know better this intelli-

gent, funny, and deeply faithful woman
as we formed with four others a
“pilgrimage group reunion” following
our trip. Judy is a great addition to the
Secretariat, having first been on the PreCursillo committee and designed our
new brochure.
Kate Unger has agreed to be our Weekend coordinator, replacing Bob Weingartner. Kate and her husband Bill live
in Wyckoff and are members of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help in Oakland. Kate
was rector of the Women’s 180th Cursillo in January of 2020. What can I say
about Kate? She is a remarkable
woman, a beautiful sister in the Lord.
Many of you may know her through her
daughter Liz, who has been a part of so

Faith Focus for October: Prayer and the Rosary

By Barbara Kittle

many of our weekends, Ultreyas, and
gatherings. Kate’s loving care of Liz is
just a microcosm of how she cares for
everyone. She is always there when you
need her—giving of herself spiritually,
emotionally, and physically. Just ask her
pastor or anyone from the parish! I
also welcome her great organizational
skills—a continuance of what Bob left
us. Kate will be training all new Rector
and Angel/Warden and Support and
Service teams and keeping our manuals
up to date as we review any changes
issued by Regional or National Cursillo.
Please join me in welcoming these two
faith-filled women to our team!

By Barbara Kittle

Cursillistas! October is the Month of the Rosary
Join us in praying the Rosary each evening at 7:00 p.m. (or anytime).
Intentions: Pro-Life, unity in our country, and a return to our churches through Evangelization.

Every Wednesday in October: join us via Zoom for a Cursillista-led Rosary.
(If 4th Day Groups would like to lead the mysteries, notify Barbara at bkkittle@gmail.com)
Zoom info: No passcode needed
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82133493044
Meeting ID: 821 3349 3044
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/klYXSEfMl

Schedule Changes to Note
We have had to postpone the Women’s
weekend originally scheduled for October 7-10 due to lack of candidates. The
new date is October 6-9, 2022 for these

faithful women to share Cursillo with
babe chicks. But the March 31-April 3
weekend is still on , so the time to make
a friend, be a friend and bring that

friend to Christ and Cursillo is now. If
your candidate cannot make it in March,
there will be October!
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Second Touch for a Second Time
Some of you may remember a few
years back, Cursillistas attended a special weekend for alumni. It is called
Second Touch and it was created by
our very own former Lay Director, Bob
Oeschlin.
What this offers Cursillistas is to rejuvenate their faith by participating in a

two-day event, featuring Rollos, Mass and
prayer time, quiet reflection and of course
sharing. It is hoped that over the approximate 30-hour period attendees will experience the infinite love of the Father
and reconfirm their commitment to Jesus
through the Cursillo Method. This encounter allows people to find direction in

their lives, reflect and question and
hopefully experience healing and love.
We are looking to schedule this event in
2022, possible during Lent. It is a coed
weekend, and will have a Rector, Team,
music, Spiritual Advisor and small service
team. More to come once we finalize
dates.

What’s on the Schedule?
Here’s a brief look at what is coming up in the world of Cursillo, so mark your calendars!

September
17
Cursillo Workshop
October
15
Cursillo Workshop
November
5
Ultreya
19
Cursillo Workshop

Holy Spirit, Union

7:00 p.m.

Next Weekends:
Holy Spirit, Union

7:00 p.m.

●

March 31—April 3
Women’s 181st Weekend

OLPH, Oakland
Holy Spirit, Union

7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

●

Men’s 197th Weekend
●

December
17
Ultreya *

Corpus Christi, H. Hts. 7:30 p.m.

January
7
Epiphany Party *
21
Cursillo Workshop

Corpus Christi, H. Hts. 7:30 p.m.
Holy Spirit, Union
7:00 p.m.

June 2 — 5

October 6-9, 2022
Women’s 182nd Weekend

* Tentative date

Need to check the time for an event?
Need an application for a babe chick?
Need to see any updates?

Go to mycursillo.com

If you would like to make a donation
to our Movement, send it to:
Cursillo Movement
P O Box 244
Haworth, NJ 07641

