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A Synod on Synodality…say what?
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Or, Come Holy Spirit, come!
Stay with me, this is a long one!
Many of you have taken part in
listening sessions with your parish on the upcoming synod called
by Pope Francis. A Synod is about
journeying together. The Cursillo
Movement was asked to participate as an organization in this
endeavor. We had two listening/
discussion sessions, one in January and the other in February, as
part of our Cursillo Workshops.
We met in small groups and answered questions, listened to
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 June 2-65
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 October 6-9 Women’s 182nd
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1. A) Do you think we are on a
journey? How do you define
“we” and who is missing from
that definition?
1. B) Do you feel the Holy Spirit
on the journey? How? When?

2. B) How do we reach new people while continuing to grow in
our own faith?
I have to tell you there were a lot
of great responses; your fellow
Cursillistas really care about their
faith journey and believe that
using the Cursillo method is a
great tool to use.

Dates to Remember in 2022:
Workshop

We broke down the two questions as:

2. A) How do we reach those not
on the journey: people who have
dropped out—why have they
done so?

6-7
8
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 How are we walking together
as a movement and what steps
does the Holy Spirit invite us to
take in order to grow in our journeying together?

each other and took notes, and
prayed for the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.
The overarching questions were
these:
 How is the Holy Spirit working
in us as we journey together as a
movement?

But things have changed so we
have to change with them. Of
course the pandemic was mentioned by all, and how the local
and archdiocesan churches reacted to it—both positively and
negatively. As expected, some of
the challenges the church faces
are indeed our own. Lesser inte-

By Barbara Kittle, Lay Director
gration into community, feeling
overwhelmed, lost, not knowing
how to evangelize in such an
environment, changes in our
environments, etc. Some group
reunions actually felt that the
quality of the sharing increased,
new online bible groups,
Masses, blogs, podcasts, and
book sharing were available, but
all were frustrated with the
ability to be an “Active” evangelist.
To whom do we need to reach
out and how do we do it?
Young adults, young parents,
and middle-aged people (35-55)
were listed as new groups with
which to have contact, also
former Cursillistas who have lost
touch with the movement and/
or their group reunion.
Reasons for why people are not
involved range from:
1. Continuing issues with
Church teaching;
2. The closing of the churches
during Covid allowed Mass to be
virtual and Holy Communion to
be ‘spiritual” rather than physical. These liturgies were often
“better “ than what they had
experienced at their home parish, and as parishes everywhere
are noting, its hard to “turn back
on” the desire to be physically
present at a Mass. The same
goes for coming to some Cursillo
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Barbara Kittle, cont’d.
events (But that is getting better!).
What do we do within our parishes?
Remember we make a friend, be a friend, and
bring that friend to Christ, NOT necessarily to
Cursillo. That’s a bonus.
 Work with parish in CCD, RCIA, Baptism
prep, Pre-Cana classes as a teacher or aide.
Get to know these people and be sure the
parish continues contact even when the
classes are finished;
Speak to pastor about Cursillo and see if he
accepts the movement, even if not a Cursillista himself;
Initiate or help lead bible studies, video series and discussions;
Ask for “meet and greet” within the parish to
introduce the movement;
Work within the ministries of the parish to
which you belong: lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Knights, human services, food pantry,
etc. to evangelize those environments.
What do we do within Cursillo?
 Have more Ultreyas and Days of Renewal.
Try to have a few Ultreyas at parishes where
the movement was once strong but now
needs to be revitalized. Really encourage
inviting non-Cursillistas to these, including
other parish organizations.
Have Cursillo workshops that focus on evangelization—with examples and discussions;

Have a mass at the Basilica with the Cardinal
presiding (he is a Cursillista!). Possibly do this
in conjunction with the Spanish Cursillo
Movement as well.
 Reintroduce the pre-Cursillo cards and brochure at a workshop, as well as the role of the
sponsor;
 Encourage personal and group reunion palanca throughout the year, not just on weekends.
 Determine how we can get more support
from the Archdiocese—not so much monetarily but through advertisements, workshop
material, videos, etc.
 Urge the National Movement to accept nonconsecrated spiritual directors for weekends
and other events;
 Have more contemporary music at our
events;
 Reach out personally to the group reunions
on a regular basis;
 Try a group reunion or parish or archdiocesan community service project and advertise
it.
SOCIAL MEDIA
This was a big one. It’s here to stay, it’s an
amazing resource when used correctly, so
how do we use it to reach others but still be
personal?
First of all we never try to replace a one-onone in person or over the phone conversation

Men’s 197th Cursillo Weekend is June 2-5, 2022
The Men’s 197th Weekend is gathering steam
and already has five candidates. The theme is
“On Eagle’s Wings.” Ed Enright is Rector;
Warden is Joe Lynch and Spiritual Directors
are Fr. Thomas Lipnicki and Fr. Vincent
D’Agostino.

Action; Frank DiMola, Environments; Wendell
Joyner, Christianity in Action. Jerry DiMauro
and John Ventola are Personal Contacts;
Gordon Roehrer is Music Minister. A triumvirate of Pat Ferrara, Tom Torpey and Dino
Hardish head up the Service Team.

Team: Jeff Rutkowski, Ideals; Mickey Santiago, Laity; John Loman, Study; Sam Zarro,

Applications can be found on mycursillo.com.

with a digital one unless necessary. We are
a lay movement that knows the value and
purpose of individual relationships as well as
physical community. But we also know that
we can continue to grow our faith and community, once we have established a foundation of trust and love, by reaching people
through social media.
Enhance our website and Facebook presence:
 Post videos of witness talks, workshop
presentations, songs, interviews with rectors, new Cursillistas, etc.
 Use Zoom or other group app to have
monthly Rosaries, concerts of Cursillo musicians, panel discussions, etc.
 Announce /advertise Cursillo events at a
parish level and through the office of Evangelization using their social media;
Well, if you read this far, thank you! I know
it’s a lot, but there are some great suggestions here and my wish is for as many of you
as possible to take on one or two of these
challenges and help the Secretariat take our
movement to a new level, a better level. We
want to make the journey be one filled with
the Holy Spirit guiding us as we pray, laugh,
evangelize, sing and love together. We can
be a part of growing our faith as well as that
of others. How special is that?!?!
Love and DeColores,
Barbara
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A Long Time (or is it?)
When I was a little kid and did not
quite understand the passage of
time, I was puzzled that Easter took
place approximately four months
after Christmas. How was it, I
thought, that Jesus, like me, was
born in December and then four
months later was being crucified?
How did he grow up so fast? As I
grew older and became a little more
aware, I realized that we were celebrating events in the life of Jesus
and how those events affected our
own lives of faith.
Every year we observe the
Season of Lent. With Jesus we enter
the desert for forty days remembering his time in the desert. Was he
there for exactly forty days? Could it
have been thirty-nine or maybe
forty-one?
Forty is a favorite number in
Scripture: in the time of Noah it
rained for forty days and forty
nights; the Jewish people wandered
for forty years on their journey to
the Promised Land; Jonah preached

By Fr. Thomas Lipnicki, Spiritual Director

that without conversion Nineveh
would be destroyed in forty days;
Jesus spent forty days appearing to
his disciples after the Resurrection
before his Ascension.
We understand forty to
mean a long time. And the desert is
a place of temptation and sin. So,
like Jesus, we are in place of temptation and sin for a long time and during Lent we strive to rise above it.
Soon we will embark upon
Holy Week. Long before Christians
celebrated the Birth of Jesus, they
celebrated his Resurrection. The little kid in me used to wonder: how
can we call the day on which Jesus
was crucified and died Good? My
French liturgical books call it: Vendredi Saint: Holy Friday. In Italian, it
is: il Venerdi Santo, in Spanish
Viernes Santo. But we English speakers have it translated as Good Friday, a seeming enigma.
The Good Man died because
of evil. The Innocent Man for the
guilty. That is good for us even

$$$ A Note from our Treasurer $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
We recently received several donations
to Cursillo in memory of Bob Cenar who
was a former Lay Director of our Cursillo
Secretariat (i.e., Board). I never met Mr.
Cenar but, by all accounts, we should be
very thankful for his outstanding efforts
in the Cursillo movement. May he Rest
in Peace.
We do receive donations in
memory of Cursillistas who pass away,
as well as donations during the Lenten/

Easter season and Advent season, and
donations intended toward a specific
Cursillo weekend. Checks should be
made payable to “Cursillos in Christianity” and can be mailed to P.O. Box 244,
Haworth, NJ 07641.
The donations are very helpful.
The $150 fee for weekend participants
does not cover the entire costs of the
weekend, but we want to keep the fee as
low as possible to be affordable to most

though in the same breath we know it
was excruciating for our Jesus. But
that Perfect Son of God entered willingly into his Passion (Eucharistic
Prayer II) so much did He love us. And
that is good for us. He was pierced for
our offenses, crushed for our sins…by
his stripes we were healed. (Isaiah 53:
5). And that is good for us.
And so this Holy Week, let us
respond to Jesus by becoming holier
people. May we not be like the people
of Jerusalem who heralded the Son of
David and who, five days later,
shouted Crucify Him! May we be humble in our prayer with Jesus in Gethsemane on Holy Thursday and on
Good Friday may we respond to Jesus’
suffering and death by living good
lives, worthy of His sacrifice so that on
Easter Sunday, we may rise with Jesus
to new life, having left that desert far
behind us and spend a long, long time
living the Redemption Christ has won
for us.
De Colores!

By Ed Koch

individuals, including sponsors who sometimes pay for the candidates.
The other source that helps us
subsidize our Cursillo weekends is our annual Tricky-Tray fundraiser which is coming
up on May 21st. Details are mentioned
elsewhere in this Newsletter.
We appreciate the support of our
many Cursillistas in the Archdiocese which
make our Cursillo events possible.
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Combined Parish Ultreya Beats Omicron
It all started with a suggestion from Barbara
Kittle and Annie Ventola. Maybe The Church of
the Annunciation and Our Lady of the Visitation parishes in Paramus would like to do a
combined Ultreya? So Nicole Nerli, Marion
McGowan, Ron Pepson, and I from these parishes met at a diner to get the ball rolling on
this joint venture. If nothing else we would eat
well!
After that, more Cursillistas from Visitation and
Annunciation spent the next four months planning our Ultreya. At each meeting, we spent
time in prayer, Group Reunion, and snacking,
as we determined a theme. We even joked
that our group was
putting in more
hours for an Ultreya than for an
entire weekend!
And there was a
lot of talk of food
to be served. Many
of us had been to
OLPH in October,
and were astounded at the
array of goodies
offered. We were determined to reach the
same level of hospitality. While that Ultreya at
OLPH occurred well before Omicron, we did
not know what to expect for March.
By February, we agreed on a menu, divided up
work responsibilities, established the program,
and chose the music. Bryan Uber, a young
recent Cursillista, would give the witness, and I
would offer the lay response to Bryan; Father
Don Hummel would give the spiritual response. Marion McGowan was to open the
evening with a prayer, Steve Uber was our
Master of Ceremonies, Nicole Nerli our music
minister, and Donna Monticello to close out
the evening with a prayer. Rich Sinischalchi,
(Captain Ron) headed up the Service Team, and
since it was the first Friday of Lent, we were all
looking forward to the shrimp and meatless
pasta dishes we were promised!
During our four months of planning, we also
spent much time worrying if anyone would
actually attend our Ultreya in person. Based on
Annunciation’s previous history of Ultreya
hosting, we were primed for a large group. Was
this wishful thinking? We prayed as we
watched the Omicron variant of Covid throw a
wrench into the works everywhere.

(Attendance numbers at recent Cursillo
events were not great but we did add more
online).
At last the evening of our Ultreya arrived and
to our surprise we counted 75 people plus an
additional 20 online. We were stunned by the
numbers! Many of us had invited members of
various ministries we knew, so we welcomed
both Cursillistas and potential candidates to
our event. As Barbara Kittle reminded us,
weekends are important, fourth days are
important, Ultreyas are important. However,
the Cursillista’s goal is always to make a
friend, be a friend, and bring a friend to
Christ.
The theme for our evening was from Psalm
46:10, “Be still and know that I am God”. If
we look at the whole of Psalm 46, we are
reminded that God is our strength and our
refuge. We should not fear, no matter what
happens. Even in earthquakes. Even in floods.
Even in war. Even when kingdoms fall. We
should trust in the works of God because He
will take care of everything and everyone,
under every situation. When we surrender to
Him and know that He is the exalted one, we
find our strength and our refuge.
In his Witness, Bryan Uber discussed this surrender first hand. An unexpected heartbreak
affected him so deeply and profoundly that
his only solace was prayer. He turned to God
and in his surrender he did exactly what was
described in Psalm 46. In his surrender, Bryan
prayed. He offered up the rosary. He sat with
Jesus in adoration and he built a relationship
with Jesus. He listened to God. He did not give
up. And as he drew closer to God, Bryan realized that God truly is our strength, our peace,
and our refuge. Bryan’s surrender, his reliance
on God, his growing relationship with Jesus,
changed him. He became a different, more
prayerful
person.
And his
journey
from his
former
life to one
of piety,
study, and
action,
afforded
him the
ability to

By Judy Faley
eventually become a man with a solid relationship with God.
But, the love of his life, the woman who
broke his heart, remained in his thoughts. He
knew she was moving on and he was able to
offer her his heartfelt joy and well wishes for
her future. He did not know if he would ever
see her
again. So he
surrendered
again to the
will of God.
And it was in
this surrender that
Brian truly
learned to
live his
Fourth Day,
reflecting the
characteristics of Cursillo as a loving follower of Christ.
His faith in God, his love of God, and his persistent prayer, are examples to all of us. By
the way, Brian's story has a happy ending.
Even though he thought his love had moved
on, that summer they reconnected and
started to see each other again. They were
married the following year.

In his spiritual reflection, Father Don reiterated the difficulty in surrendering to God.
We think we know how to handle all of our
problems because we think we are always in
control. If God doesn't answer our prayers in
our time, He must not be listening to us. But
God's time is not our time. Our faith must be
strong and persistent. And, as Father Don
concluded, “God’s delays are not God’s denials.”
Thanks to all who assisted, participated, and
attended our Ultreya. But mostly, thanks to
God. Once we all surrendered to the process, once we “Let go and let God”, our Ultreya fell into place.
God is good, all the time.
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And That’s How It All Began
In a time of fast, faster, and fastest, when
all aspects of society seem to want things
done quickly; we arise every morning and
immediately get the brain cranking.
Many of you are aware that my son Anthony is a recovering addict and this August he will be clean 10 years without
relapse (Praise God!)
With that being said, both my wife Linda
and I just recently earned OUR 10 year
coin for attending Nar-Anon meetings. I
am also known as the “Holy Roller” of my
Nar-Anon group, regularly substituting
the phrase Higher Power for our Lord
Jesus Christ.

would do, I copied her reflection word
for word.
I believe we call that plagiarizing.
LOL!! So my career as a sharer began.
Well, fast forward 2 ½ years later, and I
haven’t missed a day! My list of 18 has
grown to 110. I believe it’s more because
friends I send this to tell me THEY forward it to several of THEIR friends. My
plagiarizing has been transformed into
me reading and reflecting from daily
scripture, along with various other reflections I find in the course of my travels. I
usually let the audience know if I’m borrowing something from a particular author or in most cases a particular saint.
Most times if I’m referencing scripture

Thankfully, the Lord works in mysterious
ways. At a meeting in October of 2019,
one of our regulars suggested (after one
of my shares) that I should send out a
daily reflection to the group. I said, “OK,
I’ll give it a try!” The list of people who
gave me their emails was 18 .

(which I do) I will give the scripture passage, with the hopes that someone will
pick up a Bible and begin reading.
The great thing about my sharing is
whenever I feel like it’s just so-so or
blah blah blah, I ALWAYS get an email
from someone that day saying thanks,
that was exactly what they needed to
hear today. The presence of the Holy
Spirit is truly overwhelming and humbling. I consider this act of love a true
blessing bestowed upon me by the Lord.
I honestly don’t know how long I will
continue this, but I will 100% follow His
lead. However long it is for, I know He
will tell me when it’s time to do something else. So for now, I will honor Him
by sending out a reflection on life each
day, hoping that whoever reads it will
start their day a little slower, reflecting
and meditating on His message for the
day.
Anyone interested in receiving my daily
message please email me:
tonyv@turtle.com and I will add you to
the list.

The next morning, I went through my
morning prayers (very, very fast as I recall) so I could send something out.
What I did was the following: I went right
to Sarah Young’s book titled, “Jesus
Lives” and did what any good Christian

Let all go this Eastertide. Loosen your hold
on earth, its care, its worries, even its joys.
Unclasp your hands, relax, and then the tide
of Easter Joy will come. Put aside all
thought of the future, of the past. Relinquish
all to get the Easter Sacrament of Spiritual
Life.
So often man, crying out for some blessing,
has yet such tight hold on some earth-treasure
that he has no hand to receive Mine, as I
hold it out in Love. Easter is the wondertime of all the year. A blessing is yours to
take. Sacrifice all to that.
—God Calling April 6

By Tony Ventola, Asst. Lay Director

Let’s not forget, I was lucky….I got to
start with 18….. He only started with
12.

UPCOMING EVENT: TRICKY TRAY!! See page 8

See our website mycursillo.com for
all the latest news of our movement:
applications for the weekends, sched-

ule of events, directions, links to
Cursillo National publications and
lots more.

Page 6

Cursillo Courier

I Have Called You By Name, Dancing With Jesus and Chocolate Chip Pancakes By Mary Ellen Weiland
Once again, as we have come to know and
expect, God was present on our Weekend in all
three forms: the Holy Spirit, Christ Jesus, and
God, Our Father.
However, it’s very daunting being the Rector of
a Weekend. I managed to get through our
many months of team formation and Weekend
planning by disregarding the fact that I had
been invited to be the Rector of the 181st
Women’s Cursillo, instead breaking up large
tasks into smaller ones that I could handle as if
I were a middle-manager at the office. Our
team jelled, we shared Moments Closest to
Christ, and all was well – until Thursday of the
Weekend.
I was so nervous. And it didn’t help that the
‘Evil One’ was on top-of-his-game throwing
every obstacle to grace at us: a team member
who had been exposed to Covid three days
earlier whom we didn’t know would be able to
attend the Weekend (she tested negative);
another team member who fell sick with AFIB
during the Weekend and needed to leave for a
day (she was able to come back); and the untimely death of a family member of a candidate; and, it was only Friday morning.
I
prayed, prayed, prayed for the Lord to be with
me, at my side NOW! I prayed like a 4-yr old:
‘MOM, I NEED YOU NOW.’ I prayed, I yelled to
the Holy Spirit, Jesus, God our Father and the
Blessed Mother.
On Saturday morning when Sr. Linda Klaiss
presented the ‘Figure of Christ’ meditation, she
mentioned giving
our brokenness
up to Jesus The
peace of Jesus
came over me like
I’d never felt before and my nervousness was gone.
You see, I thought
I had to be perfect
to be a rector and
knew that I was not. Once I handed over my
brokenness to Jesus, I became the fun, playful
person that I am in my heart.
Fr. Joe D’Amico, my pastor at St. Anastasia’s
Church in Teaneck and one of our three spiritual advisors, set us on a beautiful path to getting to know ourselves and understanding why

we said ‘Yes’ to being on this Cursillo Weekend. He emphasized that we had been called
by God by Name, as in Isaiah 43:1-3: Our Lord
God says, “Do not be afraid – I will save you. I
have called you by name – you are mine.
When you pass through deep waters I will be
with you; your troubles will not overwhelm
you. When you pass through fire, you will not
be burned; the hard trials that come will not
hurt you. For I am the Lord Your God, the
holy God of Israel, who saves you.” Fr. Joe
also emphasized the benefits and blessings of
Actual Grace and expressed how we create
actual grace through our sacrifice and prayer.
He clearly connected for us the power of palanca and God’s grace.
Our Service Team, the ladies of my parish of
St. Anastasia’s under the leadership of Robin
Bado and Kathy Glowski, took the message of
actual grace and palanca and put it into action
for us. They cared for our every need before
even being asked. And their warm appetizers
and home-made baked goods were to die
for!! But for me, the Service Team highlights
were the Living Rosary they so spiritually
weaved together and their incredible Skit -Trouble! Trouble! Trouble!!
We had two special guests join us on Saturday
of the Weekend to help us learn about apostolic action.
They were invited by Team
member Betty Zywicki, and dressed in their
finest outfits as did Betty – two Puppets: a
“Younger” female puppet, and an “Old**”,
NO, a “WISER” female puppet. As the
younger puppet was taught by the older puppet, so were we. We learned, we laughed,
we cried. We met Christ. I think this was a
first!! Maybe these puppets should have
earned Cursillo crosses for their efforts!

Many of you know my dear friend Dorothy
Hofmann, a long-time Cursillista.
Dot
passed to her ‘fifth’ day two years ago. Long
before her passing, Dot and I shared many
moments from our respective Cursillo experiences, and Dot had offered me her Cursillo cross to use on our Weekend, knowing
long before I did that I would say ‘Yes’ to our
Lord to serve as Rector. We were blessed by
God with His grace bestowed on us, as it was
Dot’s Cursillo cross that passed from my
hand to the
hand of each
team member
as each presented
her
Rollo; it was
also passed to
our
Babe
Chicks during
their sharing
of their Closest Moments
to Christ at
our Closing.
Before concluding, may I share two additional moments with you? This weekend,
we danced with Jesus. In a beautiful Evening Prayer designed by our two Personal
Contacts, Joanne LoPinto and Mary Bransfield, we listened to a Strauss Waltz while
imagining that we were at a ball with Jesus.
As the music grew, Jesus extended his hand,
bowed and asked, ‘May I Have This Dance?’
and off we went, dancing with Our Lord.
The staff at the John Paul II Archdiocesan
Youth Center in Kearney couldn’t have done
more for us. They were friendly, accommodating, and willing to do anything to ensure
that our Weekend would be a success. The
kitchen staff was amazing. Gone are the
days of Hot Dogs for lunch!!
We ate grilled salmon, had a pasta station,
broiled flank steak with mashed potatoes,
and individually made salads (with or without chicken for lunch).
Oh! And those chocolate-chip pancakes for
breakfast – I thought I died and went to
heaven.
Maybe I did.
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Women’s
181st

*FOOD * FUN * FELLOWSHIP*
COME JOIN US
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Entrance & Dinner: $20

BYOB

TRICKY
TRAY
SATURDAY, MAY 21, 2022
HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH, 971 SUBURBAN
ROAD, UNION, NJ

Doors open at 6:00 pm
Tricky Tray starts at 7:00

Feel free to bring your favorite dessert for all to share

R.S.V.P. to Annie Ventola: cursillotrickytray22@gmail.com or 908-347-1315

