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Lay Director Pat Carr: Summer Thoughts
My Dear Fellow Cursillistas:
Some years back I had
the distinct honor and
privilege of serving as the
Rector for the Men‘s 171st
Cursillo Weekend. I hold a
special place in my heart
for that grace-filled time in
my life, looking back fondly
on the many happy memories that putting together
an event of that magnitude
entails. For those of you
who have also experienced
serving in this capacity, I
think you too know the
unique joy associated with
this undertaking. For those
of you who will be future
Rectors, I can honestly say
that for all of the details
that need tending to in this
monumental endeavor, this
will be a time that you
cherish dearly. Facilitating
the introduction of your
Candidates to Jesus in
what amounts to a completely new way is something that really can‘t be
described in words, it‘s
really a feeling that overtakes you.
One of the unexpected
joys that happen over the
course of the Team formation process is the Team
bonding that takes place.
Those who have been Candidates that have not yet
served on Team don‘t yet
know the abounding grace

moments of the whole
Team formation process.
Personal agendas fall by
the wayside and the Team
gels into a single, cohesive
group focused on knowing
Christ as best we can and
then sharing that with the
Candidates over the course
of the Weekend.
As I was personally
experiencing this formation
time during my time as
Rector, I received an inspirational note from a fellow
teammate, Bob Weiland.
Bob shared a story of encouragement in the form of
a reading he had come
across. I shared this reading at a Cursillo Leaders
Day recently. I received
lots of positive feedback,
so much so that I‘m compelled to share it with all
of you.
The reading has a
leadership theme to it.
Appropriately enough, fast
forward a few years from
the time I received this and
lo and behold, there went
Bob Weiland himself as a
Rector leading a Cursillo
Weekend last fall. You
can‘t keep a good man
down.
The reading is called
―Your Job Today‖ by Ralph
Marston

Your Job Today
Your job today is to
change the world, and to
do it in your own special
way.
Your job today is to
move the world closer to
the best it can be by pushing yourself to be the best
you can be.
The world will be different at the end of the
day because of the way
you have lived. The world
will change during this day
because of the thoughts
you have focused upon and
the actions you have
taken.
There is no one else
who can do your job for
you. There is no one else
who can give to life the
unique value that you’re
able to give.
It is an awesome responsibility and a magnificent opportunity. For the
more you give of yourself,
the more life will resemble the best vision you
have for it. That is your
job today, to give the best
of what you have and to
truly make life better for
the effort. Do that job
well and the rewards will
be rich indeed.

Page 2

Lay Director, cont’d
I don‘t know about you, but
that makes me feel important, special and unique. Like God‘s calling
me to be the best person I can be.
Like I should be extra-conscious of
trying to be the best I can be. Like
my presence in the world is making a
difference and hopefully is making a
positive difference. Like maybe if I
can discern what it is I should be doing, and actually go ahead and do
that, in some ways I should be walking around with a great big blue ribbon on my chest, metaphorically anyway.
It‘s a fairly simple concept, not
difficult to comprehend. May I go so
far as to say it‘s refreshing in its simplicity? I really like the last part
about if we do our jobs well, we will
be richly rewarded. Kind of a carrot
and stick thing.

It actually brings to mind something I learned as a young boy,
something to which I‘m certain Fr.
Don Hummel can relate. That is, the
Boy Scout Oath and the Boy Scout
Law:
Scout Oath: On my honor I will
do my best to do my duty to God
and my country. And to obey the
Scout Law, to help other people at
all times, to keep myself physically
strong, mentally awake and morally
straight.

Scout Law: A scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean and reverent.

These, along with the Pledge of
Allegiance, are the closest things to
me to being prayers without being
prayers. Or are they?
In any event, I think it helps for
us sometimes to take a step back,
reflect on what we‘re about, what
our mission is and how we‘re accomplishing that mission. In some ways,
this can be thought of as examination
of conscience.
Hopefully our Cursillo experience has instilled in us the concept
of dying to self and the concept that
it is in giving that we receive. I know
I feel immensely blessed to share my
walk with the many leaders I‘ve encountered on my journey. Please God
keep sending them our way.

Cursillistas Gather at Ultreya on May 21
The tradition of Ultreyas at the
Casa continues.
Usually, the participants of a
Cursillo Weekend receive an opportunity to facilitate an Ultreya, typically
within six months to a year a Weekend. Besides giving a witness oppor-

that help each of us to experience the
loving embrace of Our Lord and Savior.

This most recent Ultreya was put
on by the Cursillistas of Sacred Heart,
Haworth, not by a specific Weekend
group. Vinnie Shea served as moderator while Gordon
Roehrer led us in song.
After our Group Reunion, Vinnie introduced
Pete ―Santa‖ Fusco
who gave the keynote
witness talk. In listening to Pete‘s heartfelt
witness, one mystery
was cleared up. The
Gordon Roehrer, Pete “Santa” Fusco, Vinnie Shea,
―Santa‖ moniker came
Jean-Francois Gueguen, Tim Kennedy.
about as a result of
tunity to the Weekend participants,
Pete‘s 20+ years of volunteering to
the gathering also serves as another
play a mid-summer Santa Claus for
underprivileged and disadvantaged
reunion for the Candidates and Team
children, through a program sponsored
of that specific Weekend. If there‘s
one thing we‘ve learned as part of
by his employer. All present were
making a Cursillo, that is our Cursilmoved by Pete‘s story of conversion
lista brothers and sisters offer one
as well as the story of his dedication
another the Christian Community
to his ―Santa‖ ministry.

Jean-Francois Gueguen gave
the lay person response to Pete‘s
witness, echoing the sentiments of
all present. The spiritual response
was delivered by recent Cursillista
Tim Kennedy, who will be an ordained Deacon in our Archdiocese
at this time next year. As always,
there was time for informal sharing
prior to our departure. A sincere
―thank you‖ goes out to the good
men of Sacred Heart, Haworth for
stepping up to facilitate this gathering.
Ultreyas run 7:30— 9:15 p.m.,
less than two hours, shorter than a
movie or a ball game, but the spiritual growth, bonding and camaraderie benefits are timeless. Our
next Ultreya is Friday, July 16 at
the Casa. If you haven‘t been to an
Ultreya, why not consider joining
us that evening for some Christian
Community? We hope to see you
there!
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Cursillistas Renewed Once Again
Over 150 attendees participated
in our Annual Day of Renewal that
took place on Saturday, April 17 at
Corpus Christi parish in Hasbrouck
Heights. Make note, though, not all
were Cursillistas. And that was OK.
The few in attendance who had not
yet made Cursillo, on-hand by way of
Cursillista friends who recommended
they be there to get a whiff of Cursillo, by lunch time expressed a sincere desire to sign up for a future
Cursillo Weekend.
The Day of Renewal is designed
to bring Cursillistas together to, in
some ways, experience the feeling of
their original Cursillo weekend. Spirited talks, live music, Group Reunion, great food and engaging conversation combined to foster an atmosphere of true Holy Spirit presence.
Plenty of sharing was the order of
the day.
Mike Kelly, the day‘s Music Minister, lead the group in our opening
song, ―You Are the Voice of the Living God‖, also the theme for the day.
Pat Carr, acting as Master of Ceremonies, offered some brief remarks on
the day‘s theme, also outlined the
day‘s activities.
Prior to
our Group
Reunion
sharing,
Assistant
Lay Director Jean
Kalemba
lead us in
prayer and
introduced
surprise
Ellen Alger on the harp.
musical
talent
Ellen Alger who set a beautiful tone
by singing, playing her harp and sharing about her ministry associated
with her music. Listening to Ellen
play and sing was like experiencing
the angels themselves right in our

midsts. Having never heard Ellen
perform (this was a musical debut
for her, of sorts), all agreed it was a
profound moment.

Presenters Harold Uche and former
Lay Director Kathy Glowski.

After our group sharing, we
headed to the chapel to listen to an
inspired talk by past Lay Director
Kathy Glowski, St. Anastasia, Teaneck. A finer presenter you would
be hard to find. Kathy is a Cursillo
gem. Immediately following, the
group was treated to a presentation
delivered by Harold Uche, Blessed
Sacrament / St. Charles, Newark.
Harold‘s confident delivery and engaging message filled all with the
Cursillo spirit, and was the perfect
counter-point to Kathy‘s talk.
The group then gathered in the
cafeteria in table groups to discuss
the talks and to complete the assignments of composing a prayer
reflecting themes presented in the
talks as well as forming ―I Believe‖
statements and writing six-word
autobiographies. Following a delicious catered lunch, various table
leader participants lined up to individually deliver their assignments to
the entire gathering.
Before heading back up to the
chapel for the final talk given by
Msgr. Paul Bochicchio, Holy Family,
Nutley, Pat Carr led the group in a
rousing rendition of ―This Little
Light of Mine‖.

Msgr. Paul‘s presentation did a
beautiful job of challenging us to
dig deeper in evaluating how we
incorporate the Cursillo message
into the fabric of our daily lives.
He offered us food for thought as
to how we should take what we‘ve
received through Cursillo and grow
that within the context of each of
our lives.
The day concluded with a Mass
celebrated by Msgr. Paul. Corpus
Christi‘s own Anthony Liguori
served as the Music Minister for the
Mass. All in attendance agreed that
the day presented an opportunity
for personal spiritual growth. Huge
kudos to the many volunteers who
jumped in to make this day such a
rousing success, including our presenters, musicians, set-up, clean
up and break-down crew, the Corpus Christi volunteers, the food

Msgr. Paul Bochicchio

donators, all those who helped
with the food and the myriad of
other details that needed tending
to for a smooth-running day. Too
many names to mention – you know
who you are. If you weren‘t able to
attend this event, next year‘s Day
of Renewal promises to be equally
uplifting. We hope to see you
there!
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Fr. Tom Lipnicki, our Spiritual Director
Best-selling author Bruce Feiler
found himself facing his own mortality
when he was diagnosed with a malignant tumor. He reflected on his being
43 years old, the father of twin threeyear-old girls and the possibility of not
seeing his daughters grow up. Recognizing that his wife was a wonderful
mom, he knew, nonetheless, that his
daughters still needed their dad. Thus
was born the idea behind his latest
book, The Council of Dads. He asked
six of his male friends: ―Will you help
be their dad?‖
Six men to take the place of one.
How many people would it take to
replace you? Think of the many roles
each one of us plays in life, not just
the one-word description of us: husband, wife, father, mother, teacher,
priest, student, police officer, but the
many component parts of what make
us who and what we are.

Jesus asked his disciples who
the people said he was. ‗Some say
John the Baptizer, some say Elijah
or one of the prophets.‘ But when
he pressed the disciples for their
own answer, they said ‗you are the
Christ.‘ Of course, Jesus baptized,
Jesus was prophetic, but these descriptions did not fully state who
Jesus was and is. We can say he is
teacher and Lord, that he is a miracle worker and dynamic preacher,
we can say he is a consoler and sensitive listener, that he is Son of God
and the Second Person of the
Blessed Trinity, that he is the face
of God and the Word made Flesh.
We just cannot say enough about
him and who he is for us and everyone else. No Council of any number
of members can replace Jesus.
How comforting it is for us to
know that Jesus will never leave us.

The Gifts of the Spirit
As Catholics, there are certain
teachings that have become quite familiar to us as we have heard and
read them many times. Often, though,
we confuse familiarity with understanding, although one does not have
much to do with the other. Yet, if we
pay attention, we may see these
teachings come alive through our interactions with others and we can
grow in understanding as a result. For
example, consider the beautiful
teachings on the Spirit given to us by
St. Paul. Then, recall the last Cursillo
event that you attended. For me, it
was the Day of Renewal.
There are different kinds of
spiritual gifts but the same Spirit;
there are different forms of service
but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who
produces all of them in everyone.

The date was determined and the
work began. A theme was chosen, a
schedule hammered out, volunteers
sought, committees formed, jobs assigned, talks written, tables set up,
and food set out.
To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some
benefit. To one is given through the
Spirit the expression of wisdom; to
another the expression of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to
another faith by the same Spirit; to
another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to
another prophecy; to another discernment of spirits;
Awe-inspiring
stories
were
shared, and the wisdom gleaned from
experiences of love and struggle and
faith enriched and inspired each of us.

No thing and no one can remove him
from our lives. There‘s an old poster
that says people come into our lives
and affect us and we are never,
ever the same. Conversely, the impact we make on the lives of others
results in their never, ever being
the same. It may be cliché, but we
may be the only Jesus someone ever
meets. That‘s a big responsibility
and a wonderful grace – to be Jesus.
That‘s what living our Cursillo
Fourth Day empowers us to do. If
our Cursillo enthusiasm has been
waning lately, become part of a
Fourth Day Group, attend an Ultreya, come to a Closing or an
Opening. Jesus is counting on you
and there‘s someone in your life
who is counting on you to be Jesus.
For if you and I live up to what it is
to be a Cursillista, that powerful
one-word is all that we will ever
need to describe who we are.

By Teri Carr
Small groups had discussions and
then shared the fruits of those discussions in community.
to
another
varieties
of
tongues; to another interpretation
of tongues.
Music, laughter, and tears transcend language and were present in
abundance. Music as ministry was
explored and spirits were uplifted.
But one and the same Spirit
produces all of these, distributing
them individually to each person
as he wishes… Love is patient, love
is kind…
And at the end? Love cleaned it
all up.
DeColores!
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Men’s 178th Weekend, April 8—11, 2010
Our local Cursillo movement extends
sincere congratulations to the Men of
the 178th Cursillo Weekend! Fourteen
freshly minted Candidates now look
at life with a whole new spiritual
perspective.

Headed up by Ron Pepson as
Rector and Rick Buff as Warden, this

Fr. Don Hummel and Fr. John
Gordon at the mike.

Weekend took flight at the Casa in
Kearny on Thursday, April 8 and concluded on Sunday, April 11. Spiritual
Directors included Fr. John Gordon,
Fr. Don Hummel and Deacon John
Wedemeyer. Jim Garabo served as
Music Minister. The theme for the
Weekend: ―See, I will not forget you.
I have carved you in the palm of my
hand.‖
In response to the directive
―Christ is counting on you‖ the following Candidates from that Weekend exclaimed ―And I am counting on

Christ‖ at the Closing ceremony:
Kenuel Saintyl, Jorge Ochoa, David
Max Gomes, David Wreck, Justin
Wilson, Joseph Murray, Arnold
Liloia, John J. Ryan, Jr., David
Gotha, Michael A. Kirwan, Timothy
A. Kennedy, Thomas A. Tobin, John
F. O‘Connell, Jr and Joseph Battiato. Special congratulations go out
to these dedicated and trusting Candidates.
Without them
there would be
no Cursillo Weekends. Many
thanks to their
Sponsors as well.
Rector Ron
recruited a topnotch Team, including: Michael Giuliano, Ideals,
Lou Costello, Laity, Warden Rick
Buff presented the Piety talk, Andrew Uche, Study, Horace Campbell, Action, Steve Uber, Leaders,
George Steisel, Environments and
Steve Taylor, Christian Life. Ron
Green and Jim Clough served as Personal Contacts.

At the Day of Renewal at Corpus
Christi, Hasbrouck Heights, just one
week after the conclusion of this
Men‘s Weekend, Kenuel Saintyl, Sacred Heart, Newark, was heard to
exclaim. ―Our Weekend was THE
BEST – I can‘t imagine there has ever
been one that‘s been any better!‖
Little did he realize that all Cursillis-

tas feel that exact same way about
the Weekend they made their Cursillo!

The ever-ready Service Team
was Co-Chaired by John Ventola and
Carmen Distano. Hap Moran served
as Ron‘s Support Rector, heading up
the Support Team. Msgr. Paul Bochicchio celebrated the Sponsor‘s
Mass.
A sincere ―thank you‖ goes out
to the many who worked so hard
seeing that this Weekend was the
best it could possibly be.

A new candidate expresses his opinion of the weekend.
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What Happens at Leaders Day Training Seminar?
The semi-annual Leaders Day Training Seminar was held on Saturday
morning, June 5 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oakland. The
Women‘s and Men‘s fall, 2010 teams
gathered to listen to presentations
that helped them to learn about the
general flow of the weekend and to
get tips and pointers on being more
effective Team members.
Lay Director Pat Carr spoke first,
introducing the fall 2010 Team Rec-

to approach accounting for the funds
that need to be collected to cover the
expenses of the Weekend.
Our Spiritual Advisor Fr. Thomas
Lipnicki gave the keynote address,
detailing the thrust of each of the
three days and addressing each of the
talks that are presented over the
course of the Weekend. At the time of
this gathering, both Teams are past
the initial phase of their formation
and each team member has received

The Women’s Weekend Team in the fall of 2010 will be lead by Rector Vicki
McKoy, third from left with Angel Trisha Ferrara, second from right in rear.

the talk they will be giving. Fr.
Tom‘s presentation, as always,
helped the team members get a
clearer picture of how each of the
individual talks should be approached.
The gathering concluded with a
question and answer period, another valuable learning tool for the
Team members.
This seminar is one example of
the many steps required in the
mounting of a Cursillo Weekend in
the Archdiocese of Newark. Many
Cursillistas go above and beyond the
call of duty to ensure these Weekends are the best they can be. Their
generosity is a blessing to our community. A sincere ―thank you‖ goes
out to all of the volunteers who are
willing to act so selflessly so that
others may experience a meaningful
encounter with Christ.

tors and Angel / Warden: Rector
Vicky McKoy and her Angel Trish
Ferrara and Rector Tony Seymour and
his Warden Donovan Green. Some
points covered in his presentation
included the role of the team member, a history of the movement and a
strategy in recruiting candidates.
The Secretariat‘s Treasurer, Bill
Dougherty, then spoke briefly to the
teams about the best ways for them

Preparing for the fall Men’s Weekend is the Team headed by Tony Seymour
as Rector, third from right and Donovan Green as Warden, third from left.

Get Set for Cursillo’s Annual Fall Social/Fundraiser
While summer has barely begun,
it‘s never too early to get a date
marked on our calendar‘s – especially
when it‘s to ―save the date‖ for a
rockin‘ good time!
Our Annual Social / Fundraiser
will once again be taking place at St.
Anastasia parish in Teaneck on Friday
night, October 1 starting at 7:00 p.m.
This is the one party you do not want
to miss! A great catered dinner is

served, there‘s plenty of music and
dancing too – it‘s a night to kick back
and let it all hang out with over 100
of your closest Cursillo friends. Those
of you who were able to make it last
year remember what a great time we
all had. And to those who weren‘t
able to be there last year, hopefully
your plans will include joining us this
time around. It is worth the trip!
There will be emailed notices

coming as reminders in late summer / early fall, asking that you sign
up early and mail in the money for
your tickets. One again – that ―easy
to remember‖ date: Friday, October
1.
The more the merrier!
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Weekend Committee Gets High Marks
The Weekend Committee, an integral part of the Secretariat, met
recently to discuss various aspects
of policies and procedures in place
for the executing of our Cursillo
Weekends. Topics can range from
the food served at the Casa to how
Weekend expenses are covered.

semi-annual Rector‘s Training Day.
This training day opportunity gives
key Weekend volunteers a heads-up
on what‘s in-store for them as they
work through the planning of their
Weekends. It was agreed that a few
changes would be implemented to
the materials.

The Weekend Committee is
comprised of Pat and Trish Ferrara,
Assistant Lay Director Jean
Kalemba, John Tronolone, Weekend
Committee Chairman Ken Bransfield, Weekend Coordinator Mary
Bransfield and Past Secretariat
Treasurer Ed Alger.

Broader topics discussed may
require further discussion by the full
Secretariat at one of those gather-

This dedicated group reviews
what works, what doesn‘t work,
what needs to be addressed and
what‘s OK left as-is. One of the topics covered at this specific meeting
was the outline presented at the

I made my Cursillo in 1994 and
the only reason I went was because I
couldn‘t give my sponsor, Pat
Noonan, any more excuses not to go.
After the weekend, I would go to
Cursillo Openings, Closings, and Ultreyas with Pat, but I would tell her
that all the love I saw and all the
love that was shown to me, wasn‘t
the ―real‖ Church. I was in Group
Reunion and even served on a Service
Team, but still the love didn‘t feel
―real.‖ Although it seemed to happen gradually, the realization that all
this love is ―real,‖ was beginning to
penetrate!
In 1997, I was asked to be on
Team. That wonderful experience
made all that love really ―real‖ for
me and after that my life couldn‘t be

These two dedicated groups,
The Weekend Committee and the
Secretariat, deserve the support,
praise and prayers of all Cursillistas.
They represent the leadership backbone of our local movement.

From left: Pat Ferrara, Trisha Ferrara, Jean Kalemba, John Tronolone, Ken
Bransfield, Mary Bransfield and Ed Alger.

That Sacred Gift Called Cursillo
Cursillo–What would I do without it?
Cursillo has become such a big part
of my life. I‘m not sure what I did
before it!

ings which takes place six times per
year.

the same. I realized that the love was
an experience of something too wonderful to put into words. I already
knew that God loved me, but B.C.
(before Cursillo), I never experienced
the love of God through others. This
was a real eye-opener to me! With
Cursillo, God has given me a magnificent opportunity–--a sacred gift. I see
now that Cursillo is truly an immense
outpouring of God‘s love, and God
invites a response from us, encouraging us not to be afraid. God lifts us
above our natural fears. Saying ―yes‖
to God was in itself an actual grace, it
lifted me and I felt myself in the grip
of a loving God who was, and still is,
calling me to serve.
One of my favorite passages is
from Matthew, chapter 5, verse 14 16:
“You are the light of the
world. Let your light shine
before all, that they may see

By Ronnie Corso
your good works and glorify
your father in heaven.”
To me, this is a perfect description of Cursillistas. Their light shines
for all the world to see. Through Cursillo, I have made so many beautiful
friends–too many to name here–whose
light shines in the world. Hopefully,
my light also shines for all to see.
Life is a spiritual journey. I really
believe that God did not put me on
this earth to journey alone. I thank
God that Cursillo has been an important part of my life and my spiritual
journey. I have experienced a greater
love of Christ through Cursillo and
hopefully, I have planted the seed for
others. I hope my spiritual journey
will end with God saying, ―Job well
done, good and faithful servant.‖
Cursillo is a wonderful movement
and I am proud to be a part of it.
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How Some Cursillistas Give Back
One of the three legs of the
Cursillo tripod is Action. This speaks
to activities in which we can participate that will hopefully lead us on a
closer journey with Christ. Helping
those in need certainly qualifies as
appropriate action in this regard.
This leg goes hand-in-hand with Piety and Study, completing the tripod concept with which we‘re all so
familiar.

place annually for the past twenty
years. This event started out as a
way for Brian‘s competitive fishing
group, the Bergen Bassmasters, to
give back to the local community.
The idea was for them to give kids
who wouldn‘t otherwise have ever
experienced the joys of fishing an
opportunity to do so.
That simple idea all those years
ago went from treating a handful of
kids to a nice day out in the sunshine
to several hundred contestants, as
they‘re called, participating in this
event which always occurs on the
first Saturday in June. Mounting this
day is a monumental effort. Held at
Darlington County Park in Mahwah,
besides the fishing, there‘s plenty of
food and cold drinks, live entertainment, picture-taking and tractor
rides around the lake.

Fishing Outing for Disabled

Fishing is prohibited at Darlington, but one day per year, by special
permission, bait is hooked and poles
are cast and an army of volunteers
assists the contestants with one thing
in mind: to catch the big one! Contestants run the gamut age wise anywhere from 7 to 70. They may be
physically challenged such as being
wheelchair-bound or have some
other kind of disability. There‘s always plenty of volunteers on-hand to
assist the contestants. The day‘s festivities conclude with the muchanticipated awards ceremony. Trophies are awarded for biggest fish,
smallest fish, most fish caught, best
dancer and a whole slew of other
categories, giving everyone a good
chance of coming home with a trophy. It‘s a win-win in that everyone
leaves with a smile and the satisfaction of knowing that it is in giving
that we receive.

Cursillista Brian Mahoney, Our
Lady of Mercy, Park Ridge, has been
instrumental in the success of a
fishing outing for the disadvantaged
and disabled that has been taking

The reality, though, is that it
takes Brian and his crew a lot of cash
donations and a lot of sweat equity
to pull off coordinating the efforts of
up to 400 people, between the con-

Brian Mahoney speaking at the
Knights of Columbus Fundraiser for
the Fishing Outing for the Disabled.

This past spring there were several Cursillistas that visibly demonstrated living out this Cursillo directive of Action. One has been involved with a charitable event for
most of his adult life, the other
spearheaded a fundraising and
awareness drive, thus lending a
helping hand to fellow Cursillista
priests and their respective ministries. Following are their stories.

testants and the myriad of volunteers
necessary to mount this event.
Enter more Cursillista support.
Ken Bransfield, a friend of Brian‘s
through Cursillo, pitched the idea of
financially supporting Brian‘s group
to his Knights of Columbus group in
Rochelle Park. The Knights enthusiastically approved and on a recent Saturday night, more than twenty Cursillistas from around the Archdiocese
joined the rest of the 150 K of C
crowd at the dance/fundraiser that
netted over $1,900 for Brian‘s Fishing
Outing group.
Brian was most grateful for the
support and later said that had it not
been for this sizeable donation, this
year‘s outing would have had to be
cancelled. God is good…all the time!
This is really what Cursillo is all
about. To find out more about the
Annual Fishing Outing for the Disabled, just email Brain Mahoney at
brian@mdsisearch.com.

Christ the King High School
Two Cursillista Franciscan
priests, Fr. Bob Sandoz and Fr. Greg
Gebbia, through an unpredictable set
of circumstances, recently found
themselves in a completely new and
different role. Last year Fr. Bob was
recruited for the job of running
Christ the King High School in Newark. He enlisted his friend and former co-worker Fr. Greg as Assistant
Principal to help him in his efforts.
Christ the King is the Archdiocese‘s
first new Catholic high school in over
50 years.
Basically a mission school, its
charter calls for serving the needs of
those in the Newark community who
would otherwise be unable to afford
a private Catholic high school education. The school is located in Newark‘s North Ward, in the space formerly occupied by Our Lady of Good
Counsel School. It is one of a network
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of Jesuit Cristo Rey schools, of
which there are 24 nationwide. Each
of these schools has the common
mission of providing opportunity and
a Catholic education to promising
students in the community who otherwise would not be able to afford
it, and who would most benefit
from it.
One thing that makes these
schools different from other schools
is that each of the students, from
freshmen through senior year, is

sponsored by a corporate employer
to work one day out of every school
week in its office, thus providing invaluable practical life experience.
The students aren‘t paid directly,
but the school is compensated for
the student‘s work and thus helps to
pay for the student‘s tuition. Perhaps
most impressive, virtually every one
of the student graduates goes on to
college, giving each of them an advantage they may otherwise would
never have received.

At Christ the King Fundraiser: Lorraine Oeschlin, Fr. Greg Gebbia, Fr. Bob
Sandoz, Bob Oeschlin, Jean Kalemba and her granddaughter.

A magnificent sunset
captured by our roving
photographer, Pat Carr at
the last Men’s Closing. How
intense His light! Anyone
who was there saw the
reflected radiance in the
faces of the new
candidates!

Needless to say all this takes an
enormous amount of effort, and yes,
funds. Once again, enter more Cursillista support. Our Assistant Lay Director Jean Kalemba was compelled to
help her former Our Lady of the Holy
Angels, Little Falls pastor Fr. Bob
Sandoz, President of Christ the King
High School. Aided by her Cursillista
friend Lorraine Oeschlin, they decided to have a pasta luncheon fundraiser that took place on Sunday,
June 6. Of the 120 in attendance,
more than twenty Cursillistas turned
out in support of this great cause.
Many Holy Angels parishioners as well
as St. Joseph‘s, Rutherford parishioners were in attendance. A lot of hard
work went into making this fundraiser a huge success. Plus the food
couldn‘t be beat!
This is just one more example of
a Cursillista taking Action in coming
up with a worthwhile idea and spending the time and effort to see it
through to fruition. We should all
take a page from Jean Kalemba‘s
book. To find out more about Christ
the King High School, go to
ctkprep.org.
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Keep the Music Playing...
As we‘re all aware, music plays a
big part in most things Cursillo. Praise
God for the many talented musicians
who generously volunteer to share their
gifts with our community.

time may be to ask someone to come on
a Cursillo.‖

Be it at an Ultreya, Cursillo Weekend, Social / Fundraiser, Christmas
Gathering or Day of Renewal, we can
always count on a musically-inclined
Cursillista or two (or three) to liven up
the event with joyous revelry.
With four Cursillo Weekends a year
in our local movement, amazingly we
have a number of music ministers that
selflessly spend Thursday night through
Sunday afternoon inspiring Team and
Candidates alike. That is no small feat.
And it shows the sheer dedication of our
music volunteers – some answer the call
on a very regular basis, perhaps more so
than any other ―regular‖ Team participants.
Did you know that many of these
talented individuals also have musical
careers outside of the Cursillo community? The fact that they juggle full-time
―day‖ jobs, find time to serve on Team
and perform ―out‖ at various music venues furthering their craft is pretty amazing.
Here are some vignettes of what
some of our fellow Cursillistas are doing
musically when they‘re not wearing
their ―Cursillo‖ hats.

By Pat Carr
song ―Furnace of Humility‖, inspired by
his experience as a Cursillo Weekend
candidate. Joe has served several times
as a Men‘s Cursillo Weekend Music Minister.
Carolyn Messina
Carolyn Messina is perhaps the hardest working up-and-coming act on the
local music scene. Her all-original music
is a hybrid of acoustic/folk rock. She is
best described as a storyteller whose
songs about life, love, loss and more
come from personal life experiences to
which mostly everyone can relate . She
has undertaken a rigorous schedule of
open mike performances over the past
year or so and was honored to play at the

Joe McKay
When singer/songwriter Cursillista
Joe McKay performs, his fans are treated
to many original compositions, most of
them in the folk tradition. Joe‘s thoughtful and catchy songs are oftentimes inspired by one of his musical heroes, John
Stewart, who played with the Kingston
Trio. He has been known to squeeze in
songs of a more whimsical or humorous
nature, frequently drawing on true life
experiences at his family‘s Secaucus pig
farm. Joe is typically accompanied by
Cursillistas Gordon Roehrer on bass guitar
and Mike Kelly on guitar and mandolin
when they play. Joe is a small business
owner, managing his waste removal busi-

FAT DADDIES
Jim Garabo, a music minister team
regular and a chiropractor by day,
moonlights as a guitarist and lead singer
in his band the Fat Daddies. They get a
pretty steady stream of gigs at bars local to our area, mainly doing rock and
R&B cover songs. Jim in an aspiring
songwriter and particularly enjoys writing in the Contemporary Christian
genre. While playing out at a gig not too
long ago, on stage and in midperformance, Jim asked a fellow band
member about being a Candidate on a
Men‘s Weekend that was coming up.
That fellow band member shared at the
Closing at the last Men‘s Weekend here
that ―you never know when the right

ness by day. He plays regularly at coffee
houses, bars and festivals. He held a debut CD launch party for his Backroad Joe
collection some years back at the Turning
Point in Piermont, NY where there were
a roomful of Cursillistas in support. They
were particularly moved by his original

famed Bitter End in New York City recently, and was asked to return for a
follow-up performance. She recently performed her original song ―The Fall‖, a
9/11 tribute, at our Annual Social/
Fundraiser, to much acclaim. Carolyn has
a demanding day job as well and still
finds time to help out with Cursillo. She
lovingly shares her musical talent with
the Cursillo community, acting as a Music
Minister on Women‘s Weekends.
Gordon Roehrer
Gordon has served as Music Minister
for many Men‘s Cursillo Weekends. He
has a busy music life beyond Cursillo.
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Joe Allegro, Mike Kelly and Gordon
Roehrer. The other three Cursillistas in
The Slacks are Keith Fries, Chris Giancarlo and Dave Gillies.

Besides working with Joe McKay, Gordon
often plays bass guitar for Terrence Martin, an established artist on the folk
circuit, and has appeared on his CDs. He
also has performed live with Rex
Fowler, of Aztec Two-Step, playing on
bass, Mike Kelly on mandolin. Gordon
and his wife Barbara are the impetus

The nucleus of this band, started a
few years back, were three Sacred Heart,
Haworth Cursillista buddies: Joe Allegro
on guitar, Chris Giancarlo on banjo and
Dave Gilles on harmonica, each of them
contributing to vocals. A ―just for fun‖
venture, they were eventually heard by a
friend that had a venue for them to play,
the 76 House in nearby Tappan, New
York. They performed, they were liked,
they returned. Almost to its own surprise,
the band grew into its present ninemember format. They recently appeared
at the renowned Stone Pony in Asbury
Park.
Mark Collie, Bill Anderson, Hank Snow,
Johnny Mathis, Eddie Fisher, the Marshal
Tucker Band and countless others in the
pop, rock, country and gospel fields. In
January 1991, Anthony was inducted
into the Alabama Country Music Hall of
Fame. He has also appeared on the legendary Ernest Tubb Midnight Jamboree
Grand Ole Opry radio show in Nashville,
Tennessee.

behind a live music project called the
Acoustic Café. They are music promoters, drawing talented acts to this venue
which takes place at their parish, Our
Lady of Mercy, Park Ridge. A portion of
the proceeds from these live concerts
are donated to their sister parish in
Haiti. Look for more about the Acoustic
Café in an upcoming issue of Rainbow
Connections.
Anthony Liguori Jr.
A more recent Cursillista, homegrown North Jersey native Anthony
Liguori has a deep professional music
background. Probably our most accomplished performer, Anthony teaches
music as a full-time job but has a storied musical career some would be surprised to learn about.
Anthony has played in concerts,
casinos, clubs, churches, and major outdoor arenas, sending several songs to
the Top 10 Indie charts and also charting in the Hot 100 national charts. He
has also performed and recorded with
the best Nashville has to offer, including
Clint Black, Patti Loveless, Shenandoah,

The Slacks‘ players are fond of saying that spending an evening with them
―just feels good‖. The question is: When
will the rest of this nine-piece band sign
up for Cursillo – what are they waiting
for?
To find out more about the above
featured artists, look them up on Google
and find samples of their songs, and
where they are appearing next. And congratulations to the six featured acts,

A bona fide recording
artist, Anthony also cowrites original songs and has
cut many singles and several
CDs. His energies more recently have been directed
at writing and recording in
the Contemporary Christian
genre. As if that‘s not
enough, he is one of the
leading Elvis Presley tribute
artists in the country, headlining a review that exclusively features Elvis songs.
The Team and Candidates of the Men‘s 179th
Cursillo will surely be
treated to Anthony‘s musical talent on his maiden
voyage as a music minister
on the upcoming Men‘s November Weekend.
The Slacks
One locally-performing nine-piece
band has a total of six Cursillistas in it,
three of whom serve regularly as music
ministers on Men‘s Cursillo Weekends:

each with a Cursillo connection, profiled
in this story – keep up the good work!

Tom’s Sunday Jam
For over thirty years now, some
Cursillistas have been gathering regu-

Page 12

Keep the Music Playing...cont’d
larly, informally guitar jamming at
Tom Lehmann‘s home in Park Ridge.
While the group originally started
out as a Thursday night gettogether, it gave way to the Sunday
afternoon jam many years ago,
hence the unofficial name of this
group.
No, Tom isn‘t a Cursillista. He‘s
the best friend, though, of one of
Cursillo‘s musical finest, Gordon
Roehrer. At 58 years old, Tom has
been a wheelchair-bound quadriple-

gic since a swimming accident that
happened almost 40 years ago. A
finer man you would be hardpressed to meet. This gathering is
always filled with music, laughter
and a preponderance of hard-todescribe grace. Week in and week
out, year after year, it has always
been a space where friends can try
new songs out, some of them original, in an atmosphere of complete
trust and respect.

Many Cursillistas have been
blessed to be counted as Tom‘s
friends, including Gordon, Mike Kelly,
Joe McKay, Pat Carr, Carolyn
Messina, Bob Witte, Mary Ellen
Weiland, Steve Toth, Ray Falcon and
Keith Fries, among others. Each of
the aforementioned has performed
on Tom‘s informal stage.
Sadly, Tom passed away today,
the same day these keystrokes are
being tapped, on Thursday, June 17.
He leaves a legacy of many happy
memories
among his musically-talented
brethren. His
strife is over,
surely he‘s with
Jesus now in
heaven. We sure
had fun at your
place Tom. We
love you and
we‘ll miss you.
In a completely
lovable way,
when Tom
would get impatient because
there was too much talking between
the songs performed, a look of consternation would come over his face
until he would finally blurt out
―PLAY!‖ signaling the end of the
small talk and the beginning of one
of us performing another song. Tom,
you have earned your reward.

ers in the worship and praise experience. A Music Minister here, a Leader
of Song there, all deserve profuse
thanks for all they do for our local
movement. Ours is a truly blessed
movement.
There are other unsung Cursillo musical heroes, those who contribute on
Weekends or at Cursillo events, using
their talent solely to help others in
the worship and praise experience. A
special shout-out and huge ―thank
you‖ goes to Mike Kelly, perhaps the
longest continuously-serving Music
Minister. Mike has been on the job
since the early eighties, and aside
from being a past rector, has led innumerable Men‘s Weekends as Music
Minister. A talented guitar and mandolin player, Mike plays professionally with Joe McKay. Another huge
shout-out and ―thank you‖ to Bob
Cenar, past Lay Director and guitar
and trumpet-player extraordinaire.
Bob‘s musical and leadership contributions have helped to shape our
movement into what it is today. A
Music Minister here, a Leader of Song
there, all deserve profuse thanks for
all they do for our Cursillo community. Ours is a truly blessed movement.

There are other unsung Cursillo
musical heroes, those who contribute
on Weekends or at Cursillo events,
using their talent solely to help oth-

Additional information can be found on our web site
mycursillo.com.
If there are any changes to your e-mail address, please notify
Joanne Rinkus, Secretary and Editor at
decolores7@optonline.net

Mike Kelly on guitar.

