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Spirits Renewed
By Jean Kalemba, Lay Director

May was a Spirit-filled month for
our Cursillo Community. On May 11th St.
Aloysius Parish in Jersey City hosted our
Ultreya; Joyce Smith witnessed, Ronnie
Corso presented the laity response and
Father Joseph D'Amico the spiritual summation. It was an inspiring evening.
Joyce testified to the presence of God's
Grace in her life. Ronnie's heartfelt response and Father Joseph's insightful
summation renewed us. It was an evening filled with wonderful hospitality and
fellowship. Many thanks to Ingrid Alfred
for organizing this love-filled evening.
On May 19th Corpus Christi Parish in Hasbrouck Heights hosted our annual Day of
Renewal. Approximately 100 people attended this joy-filled event. However,
we were all disappointed and saddened
to learn that one of the speakers, Mary
Frances Brown, was hospitalized recovering from an appendectomy. But Mary's
words were not to be denied. Yvonne
Green stepped in for our Sister in Christ
and presented Mary's joyous message in
both words and song! Vito Lupo, our second speaker, touched our hearts and
lifted our spirits with his witness to the
impact of Cursillo in his life. Group discussion followed with each table presenting a prayer or song based on the talks
and individual inspiring "I Believe" statements. Father Anthony Randazzo, pastor
of Notre Dame Church North Caldwell,
enriched our afternoon with his uplifting
presentation. Expanding on the day's
theme, "In My Father's House Are Many
Mansions", he spoke of the role of the
Cursillista in the post Vatican II Church,
feeding both our minds and spirits.

Throughout the day we were treated by
the lively and animated music of Pat
Carr, Mary Ellen Weiland, Michael Frees,
Megan and Theresa Taylor, Roz Hughes,
Linda Endres and the leader of the
group Carolyn Messina. Joyous and enthusiastic voices rang out filling the
room! Our day ended with Father Anthony and Deacon Paul Carris leading us
in the celebration of Mass. It was a wonderful day leaving us filled with the joy
of living in the light of Jesus' love and
compassion.
Many thanks to Msgr. Lew Papera, pastor of Corpus Christi, and special thanks
to Deacon Paul Carris and the Cursillistas of the parish for all their efforts in
making the day a success!

DeColores...Love is of many colors...
Does not only pertain to roosters! We
found other species of many colors.
How many can you find in this issue?
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Queen of Peace Maywood Hosts March Ultreya

More photos at
mycursillo.com

This year, Ultreyas are held at various
locations throughout the Archdiocese.
Next up:

Friday, July 20, 2012
Our Lady of the Holy Angels
465 Main Street
Little Falls, NJ 07424
In St. Francis Hall

Witness: Mary Jo E’Errico
Lay Summation: Bob Oechslin
Spiritual Summation: Fr. Tom Lipnicki

ULTREYAS 2012:
July 20 OL Holy Angels Ltl Falls
Sept 14 Blessed Sacrament/
St. Charles Borromeo
Newark
Nov 23 OL Perpetual Help
Oakland
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Summer, a Time to Recharge
Summer is here and after the
wet spring, I for one am really glad
it’s finally arrived. To me, summer
always brings the promise of renewal and recharging. As Nat King
Cole sang, “Roll out those lazy,
hazy, crazy days of summer.” It’s
not just a time for the kids to recharge after being in the classroom,
but it’s also a time for us to recharge and let the sunshine and
backyard gatherings as well as our
vacations renew and refresh us.
I think that these things are
important and essential for our well
-being, but I also think that we
should not fall into the laziness of
not keeping up our relationship with
Jesus. If we have been lazy and
hazy with our prayer life, it’s time
to roll up the sleeves of our soul and
let the brightness of the Lord in. If
we have dropped away from Group
Reunion, it’s time for us to get back

on track. If we are not in a group,
there’s no better time than now to
start one in our parish or find one to
attend. Remember that our weekend
only becomes a pleasant memory if
we don’t actively participate in Group
Reunion.
If we haven’t been to Ultreya in a
while, it’s time to make the time and
attend. A list of the upcoming Ultreyas is listed on the mycursillo.com
website. Every time I attend, I walk
away healthier in my relationship with
Jesus and my fellow Cursillistas and
I’m sure that you will feel exactly the
same.

By Pat Ferrara
vive ourselves with the Holy Spirit?
Just like when we’re on vacation and
allow ourselves to sleep a little
longer and not worry about the usual
day-to-day events, let us take this
time to open up our hearts and minds
and let the sunshine of our Lord in.
Let us shine the light of Christ wherever we go and with everyone we
meet this summer spreading the
Good News of the Kingdom of God.
Happy Summer to you all!
De Colores!

Jesus is always inviting us to a
deeper relationship with Him. No
matter where we are in our faith, he
is always ready to welcome us with
open arms. What better vacation is
there than one that will renew and
recharge our spirit, one that will re-

Photos from Women’s 165th Weekend...
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Fr. James F. Reilly
Born June 20, 1942
Passed into God’s Hands
March 17, 2012

Father Jim was a dedicated parish priest
and was involved in numerous local community affairs. He was a former chaplain
of Holy Name Hospital and Jersey City
Medical Center as well as chaplain for
many Fire and Police Departments. The
day of his funeral the streets surrounding
St. Michael’s Church in Palisades Park
were blocked to accommodate all the
police and fire departments in attendance. A huge fire department hook and
ladder truck, ladder raised to its maximum, unfurled a gigantic American flag
directly in from of the church. The police were kept busy directing all the traffic streaming into town and it seemed
like half of the town was walking to the
church. This was a fitting tribute to the
“priest for all the people” as his brother
called him in his eulogy. Father Jim was
truly in his element whether as a parish
priest, a chaplain for a hospital or chair
of its board of trustees, or meeting the
spiritual needs of fire and police and
drum and bugle corps. It seems that his
goal in life was to serve the Lord Jesus by
bringing His love and compassion to the
people he came in contact with everyday.
We in Cursillo will fondly remember and
be indebted to him for his dedication to
Cursillo as Spiritual Director for the
movement in the Archdiocese of Newark.
It was Father Jim who, during the 1980’s,
was instrumental in moving us from our
Casa in Elizabeth to our new home at St.
Cecilia’s convent in Kearny where he
served as pastor.
Bob Oechslin remembers his first encounter with Father Jim. It was on Bob’s
Cursillo weekend back in October 1973.
Father Jim was one of the Spiritual Advisors on the weekend and told a joke after
lunch about the Roman Legions. Much to

By Lorraine Oechslin with contributions from Bob Oechslin and Erma Ventola

everyone’s surprised he not only told the
joke, but embellished it by doing cart
wheels across the Casa dining room. Bob
thought him nuts at the time, but as the
weekend progressed he could see this was
a man that was always comfortable with
himself and others; someone who was not
afraid to be a “fool for Christ.”
Bob was Lay Director for Cursillo when the
move to St. Cecilia’s occurred. He and
Father Jim worked very closely to transform the former convent into a Casa that
could accommodate 60 people. It was a
challenge to convert an
unfinished basement
into a kitchen/dining
room/sleeping quarters
for the “kitchen crew.”
Many obstacles had to
be overcome, one being
a new roof which a Cursillista donated and
installed. Parishes
adopted rooms and
painted and decorated
them. There was a real
feeling of Christian
Community in action.
Father Jim was thrilled to have us there
and he was our “guardian angel.” He rearranged his busy schedule for our ten
Cursillo weekends so he would be available as much as possible. He welcomed us
with his usual generosity and enthusiasm.
To honor Father Jim’s generosity of spirit
and time Bob and I are donating $500 to
the Newark Archdiocese Cursillo Movement.
Erma Ventola writes, when Lorraine asked
me to collaborate with her in writing a
few memories of Fr. Jim Reilly, I must
confess a myriad of emotions swirled
around my head as I tried to gather up my
thoughts of him.
I then asked her to give me a few days in
order to sort things out. I had many
memories of Fr. Jim, having worked with
him when my late husband Sam and I were

kitchen coordinators. However, the
one memory that kept repeating itself
over and over in my head was one of
Fr. Jim when he gave a witness talk at
a closing in Clark.
He spoke beautifully about the Gospel
of the Apostles on the Road to Emmaus. I remember it quite clearly in
my mind, as though he spoke it only
yesterday. He tied in so poignantly that
we Cursillista and the Apostles were
very much alike. We sometimes have
Christ right in our midst and fail to
recognize him because
we are caught up in our
own thoughts and in our
own little worlds. He
went on to say that it is
only when we open
ourselves up and persevere in our Piety, Study
and Action can we
really recognize our
Lord in our midst.
As the Apostles came to
recognize Him in the
“breaking of the
bread”, we at times
must become “bread and blessing” to
each other. “I am with you always,
even to the end of time.” Matthew
28:20. Of all the fond memories I have
of Fr. Jim, this is my most vivid memory of him. He was a very real and
down to earth Priest who touched
many lives including mine with his humility and straight forwardness. If you
knew Fr. Jim, I urge you to take a few
minutes and recollect your memories
of him. And I would ask that we all
offer a prayer to our Holy Father for
him and all our dearly departed brothers and sisters.
Fr. Jim, you are sorely missed. Your
light has gone out here on earth, but
heaven’s is a little bit brighter now.
RIP
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Cursillo School of Leaders

By Lorraine and Joe Clark

Pope Benedict XVI has declared
The Year of Faith to begin on October 11, 2012, to mark the 50th Anniversary of the opening of the Second
Vatican Council and the 20th Anniversary of the promulgation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Since
the beginning of his pontificate,
something very close to Pope Benedict’s heart was for us to better understand and live our faith.

and larger clusters until they attain
their individual cluster of formation

To coincide with the Year of Faith,
the Cursillo School of Leaders will
enter into this grace. Fr. John
Gordon, along with Joe & Lorraine
Clark, have been meeting since
March in planning the programs for
this year’s Cursillo School of Leaders.
Fr John Gordon is planning to introduce us to the Year of Faith and the
Catechism of the Catholic Church
(CCC). Joe and Lorraine Clark will
also provide a talk relating to leadership and the School of Leaders. Each
session will end with a visit to the
Blessed Sacrament.
School of Leaders will meet the third
Friday of the month, on the alternate
months from our scheduled Ultreyas.
Beginning with our first program on
Friday, October 19, 2012, the dates
are February 15, 2013, April 19,
2013, June 21, 2013, and October
18, 2013. The format will remain
the same for all sessions. A faith talk
will be given by a priest or religious,
as well as a talk by one of our Cursillitas, relating to the methods of the
Cursillo Movement.
We strongly recommend and encourage everyone to attend. It is
especially important for all Cursillo
teams in formation to attend School

of Leaders. The talks do not build
upon each other as they do on Cursillo. Although we encourage you to
attend all sessions, missing a session
will not impact the continuity of the
next session.
Remember the riddle: Why are fish so
smart? Because they are always in
schools!
Schooling of fish is exhibited by almost 80% of the more than 20,000
known fish species during some phase
of their life cycle. The schooling of
fish has very little to do with a fish’s
education. It does have to do with
the fish’s ability to survive and reproduce in sufficient numbers. Schools
are composed of many fish of the
same species moving in more or less
harmonious patterns throughout the

School of Leaders is very much like
the school of fish. It is a place where
all those present move to the rhythm
of the same spirit. School of Leaders
is dependent upon each Cursillita’s
sense of responsibility for the continuous development of their own
individual formation. It helps us to
develop a sense of unity, all united
in one purpose, through being part of
a team working to build the Kingdom
of God. The Cursillo weekend is a
mini course in Christianity; consider
School of Leaders as continuing education in your faith.
Among the many reefs, thousands of
schooling Silversides fish dart back
and forth, all in unison, seemingly to
some internal melody that only fish
can hear. They turn, rise, and dive,
and not a single fish misses a beat.
It’s one of nature’s most beautiful
ballets.
Can we each re-create this in our
own aquarium of faith? Perhaps if
we dive a little deeper into the
School of Leaders, we may find out
the answer.
Come one come all, everyone is welcome to the School of Leaders, Friday October 19, 2012,

oceans. There is that undefined need
to stay together. Many of the world’s
fishing industries rely on this behavior
pattern of schooling to increase their
catch size. When young, most fish
species do not exhibit the schooling
pattern. As they mature, they begin
to swim in pairs and then in larger

Place: Holy Family Church, 28
Brookline Avenue, Nutley, NJ St. Joseph’s Hall
Coffee will be available at 7:00 PM.
Program begins promptly at 7:30 PM.
If you have the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, please bring it with
you.
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Rest in Peace Fellow Cursillista Liz Cooper
“But the just woman, though she
dies early, shall be at rest. For the
age that is honorable comes not with
the passing of time, nor can it be
measured in terms of years…She who
pleased God was loved.” Wisdom 4:7
-8, 10
We are saddened to tell you that Liz
Cooper passed away from cancer on
Sunday, June 10 at Jersey Shore University Medical Center, Neptune, NJ.
To leave a condolence message for
her family and friends, please visit
www.oceangrovememorialhome.co
m, and click on her name.
Liz was a unique person, a good
friend and listener, a straight shooter
with a keen wit, and a great sense of
humor, always looking for a friend to
join her for a smoke (before she quit,
that is), or a drink and fellowship.
She was intelligent, she worked hard
and she played hard. If Liz promised
something, it was written or accomplished before most of us even arrived home from a meeting. She
made a mean rice pudding and baked
dozens and dozens of cookies at

Christmas (people even returned
the tins so she could fill them up
next year).
Listening to those who shared at
her Memorial Service, I realized
the large influence Liz had on
those she touched, from those who
grew up with her in Jersey City (a
gentleman had traveled from Delaware to
be there), to those to
whom she was a “Big
Sister” when they had
none, to those she
worshipped with at
the Dutch Reformed
Church before she
converted, to those
she introduced to Jesus teaching Sunday
School, to those she knew from St.
Paul’s, to those she worked with
(there were 8 people from work),
to those she met in Cursillo (she
was rector in the early 80’s, on the
Secretariat, positively influencing
the movement, on many teams and
kitchen crews), to those she
grouped with and certainly her

By Rosemary Lisa

family that she loved so much, including her cat, Zoe.
Whether you knew her as Liz or
Lizzie or Cooper, her passing will
leave a hole that can never be filled
by another. Time may dull the
edges, but never completely close it
up. The love we have for those who
pass on and the
love they have for
us doesn’t stop at
the grave. The
good times will live
on in us as we tell
the stories over
and over again, and
remember her
when we gather.
Liz loved Jesus, and
introduced Jesus to many by her witness in action. I’m sure she was welcomed in heaven with open arms.
We were privileged to know her and
serve with her. She will be sorely
missed.
Please pray for Liz and her family.

Upcoming Fall Weekends for Cursillo Men and Women
The Men’s 183rd Cursillo Weekend is in
formation with Joe Blythe heading the
team as Rector and Bill Dougherty as
Warden. The theme of this weekend is
“They’ll Know We Are Christians By
Our Love.” Dates are October 18-21,
2012. Spiritual Directors are Msgr. Lew
Papera, Fr. Longinus Ugwuegbulam and
Deacon Anthony Liguori who is also
serving as Music Minister.
Completing the team: Michael Giuliano
on Piety, Frank Sambuccini on Laity,
Greg Miskell on Environments, Joe Allegro on Action, Rich Marino on Ideals,
Bill Dougherty on Leaders, Walter Preston on Study, John Carrero on Chris-

tian Community, with Bob Weiland
and Harold Uche as Personal Contacts. Service Team Co-Chiefs are
Mike Marella and Dave Wreck of Corpus Christi, Hasbrouck Heights.
November 8-11 sees the Women’s
166th with theme: “Shine the Light
of Christ.” Theresa Taylor is Rector
and Mary Bransfield is Angel. Spiritual
Directors are Fr. Tom Lipnicki and Fr.
Ernest Rush. Support Rector is Trisha
Ferrara.
Team: Anne Joseph, Ideals; Rosemary
Azzaro, Laity; Mary Bransfield, Piety;
Connie Szymanski, Study; Monica

McBrady, Action; Robin Padia, Leaders;
Gail Bottone, Environment; Kate Unger,
Christian Community; Teri Carr and
Elaine Tronolone serve as Personal Contacts. Barbara Kittle serves as Chief of
the “Rainbow Crew” Service Team.
Applications are available on mycursillo.com.

Please Note: When writing Palanca,
please make sure to include initial of
last name and designate
whether recipient is on
Team or is a Candidate.
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Our Trip to the Holy Land

By Donovan Green

It was a dream of ours to visit The
Holy Land and this dream became a
reality on November 6, 2011 when a
group of parishioners from Blessed
Sacrament St. Charles Borromeo,
along with our Pastor Msgr. Anselm
Nwaorgu left Newark international
airport for Israel.

convert to the new covenant by St.
Peter and St. Paul. Next we visited
the Roman Aqueduct and theatre.
We went to the town of Nazareth,
to the boyhood home of Jesus and
the place where Joseph’s home and

called His disciples and fed 5000 people. There we visited the church of
fish and loaves. We were in the famous city of Capernaum where Jesus
performed many miracles including
the healing of Peter’s mother in law.

workshop were. Our day concluded
with a visit to Cana and the site
where our Lord’s first miracle was
performed.

We also visited the Church of Primacy where on three occasions Peter
professed his devotion to the risen
Christ.

We stayed in the city of Tiberias
that night and learned that this city
is where the business district is located and major transactions takes
place.

On Thursday our day began with a
trip to the River Jordon at Yardenit
baptismal site where parishioners
were re-baptized by Msgr. Anselm.
Since this location is at the beginning
of the river, our guide pointed to us
that this location may not be the
spot where Jesus was baptized but
rather closer to the Dead sea which
is much closer to the desert. Our
next stop was Mount Tabor, the site
of the Transfiguration. Later we visited Tel Megiddo, Armageddon, the

We arrived in Tel Aviv on Monday
November 7; this city situated on
the Israeli Mediterranean coastline
is rich with history and culture. On
arrival we were met by our tour
guide who remained the entire time
with us. She is an Israeli Arab, Christian who lives in Nazareth and was
very knowledgeable about our faith.
We were also told that Tel Aviv is
the city in which to party.
After settling into our hotel, we
took a walk along the beach of the
Mediterranean Sea and because we
were blessed to have our pastor
with us, we had Mass there.
That night we met with fellow travelers for a welcome dinner, then a
few of us went and explored the
city.

On Tuesday we visited and celebrated Mass at the church where
Cornelius became the first gentile

On Wednesday we traveled to the
mount of the Beatitudes where Jesus preached the Sermon on the
Mount. We crossed the Sea of Galilee in a replica of the type of boat
in which Jesus travelled. This trip
took us to nearby Tabgha which is
the traditional location where Jesus
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Holy Land, cont’d.
site of the final battle before the
coming of the Messiah. Our day
ended as we journeyed along the
Mediterranean Sea coast, via Tel
Aviv, to the ancient city port of Jaffa
where Jonah was swallowed by the
whale. Our final stop was in one of
the holiest cities in the world, Jerusalem.
Friday we went into Palestine, were
we did some shopping and visited
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus.
We visited the Church of the Nativity, the oldest continuously functioning church in the world. Here we entered the cave where Jesus was
born. We stopped at Shepherds field
where the angels appeared on that
first Christmas night, spreading good
tidings of great joy to all the people.
In the afternoon we traveled to
Mount Zion and entered the Upper
Room, the traditional site of the last
supper.
On Saturday we went to the oldest
city in the world, Jericho. Here we
saw the sycamore tree, which is be-

lieved to be the one that Zaccheus
climbed while trying to see Jesus.
We visited Masada where Herod had
a fortress and by the cave where the
Dead Sea scrolls were found. Our
day ended with bathing and floating
in the salty waters of the Dead Sea.
On Sunday our day began with a visit
to the Wailing Wall. We saw the
Ecce Homo Arch, where Pontius Pilate presented Our Lord to the
crowds. We followed the way of the
cross, walked by our Lord on his way
to His crucifixion. This was one of
the holiest
spots
for
us. In the
afternoon
we went to
the Church
of all Nations which
is built over
the rock on
which Our
Via Dolorosa
Lord
prayed on the night before His
death. Our day ended on the Mount

of Olives where we were able to ride
on a camel.

Each night our group gathered and
reflected on the day’s activities,
which was very informative and educational. We were impressed to see
the large amount of Catholic
Churches in the Holy Land, also by
the large amount of tourists from
around the world. I would recommend that everyone make this trip at
least once in their lifetime because
the knowledge gained has made
reading the gospels more practical
and realistic.
We returned the following day.
De Colores

FYI...FYI...FYI...FYI...
Donations

What’s Your e-mail?

The Cursillo Movement gratefully welcomes your
donations. They help potential Babe Chicks attend
when they otherwise could not afford it. Send donations to our treasurer,

Please advise us if you have a new e-mail ID. Send
notification to Joanne Rinkus, Secretary:

Bill Dougherty, 26 Division Ave., Belleville, NJ
07109.

decolores7@optonline.net
If you know of someone who does not have an e-mail
address and would like a copy of this newsletter, let
us know and we will send them a hard copy.
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From the Checkbook...
Hello All! It was so good to
see so many of you at the “Day of
Renewal.” I hope you enjoyed it as
much as I did. Yvonne Green did such
a great job presenting Mary Brown’s
talk and Vito Lupo is always inspiring.
Our prayers are still with you, Mary,
and we are told you are recovering
slowly but well. The Holy Spirit never
ceases to amaze me. I listened to Fr.
Anthony Randazzo’s talk about his
experience on “The Camino.” I had
seen an interview on E.W.T.N. with
Emilio Esteves, the director of the
film “The Way” and his father Martin
Sheen and it inspired
me to see the film
which is about the way
of St James also known
as ”El Camino de Santiago”. Fr. Anthony
touched a soft spot in
my heart when he spoke of being in
solitude and knowing beyond the
shadow of a doubt that GOD is with

us (Emanuel). And if you ever rent
the movie, I recommend watching
the special feature “Director’s
Notes” which shows the whole
movie again with the director and
actors commenting on the movie
from their perspective and insights
and “Holy Spirit moments” they experienced while making the move.
Great flick.
Anyway, about our finances,
The Day of Renewal was not a financial burden to us as it had been in
the past thanks to the generosity of
all who attended and
even some who did
not! And thanks also to
those who donated
home baked goods,
water and drinks and
more. A special thanks
to Corpus Christi Parish
for donating the Hall, and we all
know it even cost money just to
turn the lights on. Thanks to all

involved; we basically broke even for
the event.
You should know that at any
time throughout the year I receive
donations from you all especially during Advent and Lent, some as much
as $1000.00 and recently a donation
in memory of Fr. Jim Riley for
$500.00. Your generosity never
ceases to amaze me. Thank you so
very much. With that said, national
and regional dues are coming up soon
and after they are paid, we are still
looking good with a balance of several thousand dollars. Thanks for all
your support big and small and
thanks especially for your prayers,
after all that’s what’s most important.
Your brother in CHRIST;
Bill Dougherty

Save the Date...September 28 is our Annual FUNdraiser!
Get out those dancing
shoes, bring your favorite
bottle of wine and of
course don’t forget your
appetite...we’ve got a
whole lot of shindig
planned for fellow Cursillistas this fall!
Details will be announced
shortly. Just remember to
mark your calendars.

Think about bringing a
friend. What
better way to
introduce
someone to
the warmth of
our Cursillo
Community
than breaking
bread and sharing a cup
and even learning the twostep?

As usual, our locale is St.
Anastasia’s Church in
Teaneck, Redmond
Center. Anyone interested in volunteering
to be on the committee, please contact
Joanne Rinkus at decolores7@optonline.net.
Thanks, y’all!

