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Blessings, Love, Goodbye and always De Colores
By Jean Kalemba, Lay Director
My tenure as Lay Director is ended.
Four years ago, when Pat Carr asked me
to serve as Assistant Lay Director, two
thoughts came to mind. First, Msgr. John
Kiley‘s mandate “When God calls, say
yes and worry about it later” and this
prayer of Thomas Merton.
Dear God,
I have no idea where I am going. I do
not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will
end. Nor do I really know myself...and
the fact that I think I am following Your
will does not mean that I am actually
doing so. But, I believe this:
I believe that the desire to please You
does in fact please You. I hope I have
that desire in everything I do.
I hope I never do anything apart from
that desire. And, I know that if I do this
You will lead me by the right road...
though I may know nothing about it at
the time.
Therefore, I will trust You always for
though I may seem to be lost
and in the shadow of death, I will not
be afraid because I know You
will never leave me to face my troubles
all alone. Amen
---Thomas Merton-So I followed Father John‘s call and
found that Thomas Merton was right; be
not afraid for God will never leave you to
face your trouble (or joys) alone.
God gave me the most remarkable people to support, guide and teach me, God
gave me The Secretariat.

Pat Carr was there first to mentor
me as I prepared for the role of Lay Director, later to assist in data entry for
the ever changing list of Cursillistas and
always the unofficial photographer of
Cursillo activities.
The role of Weekend Coordinator is
a daunting task, especially when the decision is made to change venues. The
location change of our Casa, Youth Center to Mount
Carmel and
then back to
the Youth Center, was very
labor intensive.
Ken Bransfield,
Weekend Coordinator, and his
committee led
us through it.
Ken is also in
charge of Rectors Training
Days as well as
coordinating all activity with the Casa.
Mary Bransfield took on the management
of applications; Trisha Ferrara development of weekend manuals and newest
member Carol Ahrens completes the
Weekend Committee.
Of course before a weekend can
ever occur we need the planning of the
Pre-Cursillo Committee. Patty Landon,
John Tronolone and Mike Kelly were past
members who worked diligently over the
years, their service greatly appreciated.
Ron Pepsin, recently joined by Tony Seymour, are present members of Pre Cursillo bringing new and exciting ideas to
the discernment of candidate‘s process.

Page 2

Cursillo Courier

Jean Kalemba, Lay Director, cont‘d
Joe and Lorraine Clark have joined
Pre Cursillo in the role of Lay Coordinators of School of Leaders with Father John Gordon as Spiritual Faculty. The three have brought this
important facet of the Cursillo Movement back into alignment with National Guidelines.
Living a life in Christ is the purpose of Cursillo. Donovan Green and
Rosemary Lisa were the Post Cursillo
team that coordinated this through
Ultreyas. Since Rosemary‘s
―retirement‖ from the Secretariat
Kate Cheski has joined Donovan in
helping us live our Fourth Day
through Ultreya. Our Ultreyas have
been fantastic, the attendance overwhelming.
I have been blessed with a Web
Master who has the patience of Job; I
say that because he had to teach me
to master the eblast process not to
mention countless other ―techie‖
things. Thank you Gordon Roehrer,
you make www.mycursillo.com possible, relevant and updated. Your effort to keep the Cursillista lists of
members and potential team members current requires true dedication; we are blessed.
The Secretariat is also blessed
with a secretary whose tasks are
endless. She does our meeting minutes, develops the newsletter
(hounds procrastinators, like me, to
get their articles in on time), coordinates and orders the FOOD for our
spiritual and social functions, and
this year will take charge of the September fund raiser. Thank you
Joanne Rinkus, secretary for the Secretariat, for all you do and do so
well!
Bill Dougherty is the treasurer
for our Cursillo Movement. He makes
certain that our Regional and National dues are paid and that our
books balance. Bill has the task of
making certain that monies are collected from candidates and team for

our weekends and that the Casa and
vendors are paid. This is not always
an easy or comfortable task and I
thank you, Bill for your perseverance
and reliability.
Teri Carr joined the Secretariat
this year and while she was discerning her role God intervened and
made the decision for her. We are
blessed by her yes to serve as Assistant Lay Director. Her insight into
and compassion for the needs of others will strengthen our community.
Teri will be serving under the
leadership of the new Lay Director
for the Cursillo Movement in the
Archdiocese of Newark, Pat Ferrara.
How blessed we are to have Pat head
our movement for the next two
years. He has served on the Secretariat as part of the Weekend Committee. His enthusiasm for Cursillo is
boundless, his dedication to our
Church unwavering. Pat organized
and coordinated the May Day of Renewal, an outstanding job of bringing
together the people of God to be
inspired and renewed. Thank you
Pat for your ongoing yes to God‘s call
to service.
When it comes to spiritual direction we have the best of the best:
Father Thomas Lipnicki, Tomasz, who
continues to serve our Cursillo family
with a spirit of love and an unquenchable thirst for knowledge and
truth. Over the past two years when
I have become unraveled, discouraged, or just confused Thomas has
been the one I counted on to put the
pieces back together and help me to
see the hand of God in whatever dark
cloud I was under. I once, very long
ago, presented the Holy Orders portion of the Sacraments Rollo. It gave
me a new understanding of the word
compassion. I have gotten to know
the very compassionate and intelligent (sometimes annoying) man who
has dedicated his life to serving God
and God‘s people. My life has been

enriched by Thomas‘ genuine approach to faith and religion, but more
importantly our Cursillo Family has
been sustained by his steadfast devotion to a life in Christ and to us, his
brothers and sisters in Christ.
And to you, my sisters and brothers in Christ, a final thank you for
your support through these years.
Thank you for your understanding
when I have fallen short of expectations and thank you for your guidance
when I was less than I should have
been. For those of you who have said
yes to witness at Ultreyas, to lead
teams of service, have accepted the
role of angel/warden and eventually
rector, and have died to self and risen
in Christ as team members I am very
grateful and very thankful. And to
those of you who just showed up – I
am more than thankful – I am enamored with each of you, because showing up is never a just showing up. It is
a sacrifice of time and energy, and
because it is done for the love of
Christ and others it the best service
you can give. You came to weekend
openings and closings, you sponsored
candidates and supported them
throughout, you came to Ultreyas and
School of Leaders, you suffered
through my endless announcements
(with my Polish calendar mistakes) –
you showed up and you showed
love!
Blessings, Love and De Colores!
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And The Blessings Keep Coming
As I assume the position of Lay Director, I am flooded with many different emotions. I am at once
blessed, humbled, excited, nervous.
I am following in the footsteps of
Jean Kalemba who has been such a
wonderful and spirit-filled Lay Director, and
who has lead
this community
with love,
strength, and
by God‘s grace
over the last
two years. I
thank the Lord
for her leadership and I wish her all
of Christ‘s blessings in the future.
For me, I ask your prayers as I as-

By Pat Ferrara

sume this position for the next two
years. I hope to continue to bring to
our movement the sense of the
greater community and strive to
make our movement more visible in
parishes all over the Archdiocese.
My goal, as is the goal of many of us,
is to fill our
weekends with
candidates so
they are never
in jeopardy and
fill our Ultreyas
to overflowing.
How nice is it to
share the love
of Jesus with our friends?

in their parishes and in our movement. Let all our friends and family
see ―The Light of Christ‖ shine on our
faces and I want all who see us to
know, ―We Are Christians By Our
Love.‖ Let all who we encounter
think to themselves, ―I want what
they have!‖

We are a community of action and I
encourage all Cursillistas to be active

De Colores.

Please know that I value you all as
my brothers and sisters in Christ as
well as my friends. I pledge to you
my work, time and talent to keep our
movement advancing. Thanks to God
and all of you for this great opportunity.
God bless you all.

Mark Your Calendar for the Upcoming Social/FUNdraiser
Calling all people of all shapes and sizes….
This year our Social/FUNdraiser is going to be a

SQUARE DANCE,
Yup, with a Caller and all, y’all!
So round up your finest cowboy/girl duds and
do-see-do to Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Oakland
on September 27, 2013.
Cost is $35 per person.
More details to come!!

Our fundraiser assists us in
keeping our programs at a
reasonable cost , especially the weekend rate.
We need your support!
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Day of Renewal - ―We Walk by Faith‖
Here I am the day after our Cursillo
Day of Renewal, trying to begin this
article. My thoughts are going back
and forth from head to heart trying
to discern what I actually heard and
what I’m feeling. So I stepped away
from my computer and within a few
minutes I received a phone call from
Carol Ayers in my 4th day group.
“Are you ready for this?” She
wanted to share the message that
was in her fortune cookie yesterday.

Over the course of the day we
heard three wonderful presentations showing how with God‘s Grace
―Faith can and will move mountains‖. Each presenter had a different journey and like Deacon Paul
took ―scenic routes‖ as they drew
closer and closer to Jesus.

“FAITH IS PERSONAL/ BUT NOT
PRIVATE”.
“Oh my goodness”, I responded…
just what I needed to hear. I’m back
at my computer. My direction is
clear. We just spent a whole day
sharing our faith.

This should be easy. The cookie
affirmed faith is not private !!!!!
How proud I am to be part of
the wonderful Cursillo family of
the Archdiocese of Newark.
The Renewal day, April 27
opened after a standing ovation for
our out-going Lay Director Jean
Kalemba. Jean then introduced Pat
Ferrara as the new Lay Director
and Teri Carr as assistant Lay Director. Pat and Teri graciously accepted their new leadership roles.
In a very sincere way Pat
thanked our Cursillo priests for being the Face of Jesus to us and for
their faithful service to the Cursillo
Community. He set the tone for
the day by reminding us that
―Faith is a gift‖.
Our days was spirited with
joyful music played and lead by
our Cursillo musicians from the moment the day started till the recessional at Mass. What a happy
group.

It was evident that Chris, Kathy
and Deacon Paul‘s faith journey was
boosted and enriched after their
Cursillo experience . They all talked
about the loving friendships that
formed in the 4th day groups they
joined. They talked about how after
Cursillo they became better Christians, better spouses, better parents, better friends and better
Apostles.
The tripod of Piety, Study and
Action was a common thread. Their
honesty and sincerity touched each
one present.
The first presenter was Chris
Giancarlo who started his Cursillo
journey in 1998. He personally
thanked his Cursillo ―Giants‖ (4th
day groups) and Cursillo Priests for
getting him on the ―Sunny Side of
the Street‖. His reflections reminded us that God so loved the
world that He shed His Blood to set
us free. He challenged us to be
happy campers, to live in the palm
of God‘s hand and to continue to
work in His vineyard.
Kathy Smith came to Cursillo in

By Carolyn Ahrens

2005. Kathy was comfortable
sharing her great faith-filled
journey. She confidently shared
―God always gives us what we
need and God‗s amazing Grace
will always get us through‖.
Kathy spoke of God‗s unconditional Love and the need for us
to forgive ourselves so we can
be free to forgive others.
Kathy has connected with
―amazing women‖ in her 4th
day groups thus strengthening
her belief in Cursillo but more
importantly her Faith.
The last Speaker was Deacon Paul Carris, who made Cursillo in 2001. Paul credits Cursillo with giving him his ―real
relationship with God‖. We
were privileged to have Paul
honestly recollect and share his
journey of self-discovery.
―Faith is who we are‖ Paul
said, ―it is God acting in our
life‖.
I laughed as he described
how ―fixing a garage roof for
some Franscisan Nuns‖ in Fairview turned into a new twostory building three times the
size of the original. These sisters had no money but they
had a dream and they had
faith. Paul was definitely impressed and so were all the
Cursillo men who were part of
the nun‗s faith project.
Paul reminded us ―The
Year of Faith‖ was a celebration of the 50th anniversary of
Vatican II. It is meant to be a
time of prayer, evangelization
and conversion; a time to explore our faith journey and renew our personal relationship
with Jesus. Sounds like a 4th
day to me.
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Faith is Trust. Love. Hope.
Faith helps us to believe the unbelievable.
Faith makes us know God loves
us.
Faith moves mountains
Faith without works is dead!!!!!
(Thank you sisters in Fairview‖)
As the day came to a close Fr. Tom
celebrated Saturday‘s Liturgy and
of course the ―readings were perfect‖ for our Renewal Day. (John
14: 7-14)
Tom affirmed for us that the Cursillo weekend was just the beginning of our journey of faith. If our
4th day is fully embraced we will
eventually ―experience Jesus‖.
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Tom challenged us to ―pray for an
increase of Faith‖ and to ―ask Jesus
to help us live our Faith‖.
Tom concluded his homily by repeating Scripture Verses 8-9:
Phillip said, ―Lord, show us the Father and we will be satisfied.‖ Jesus answered, ―Have I been with
you so long and yet you do not
know me Phillip? He who has seen
me has seen the Father.‖
―But, Jesus‖ added Tom ―there‘s
more about you that I have to
learn!!!!!!‖

Deacon Paul Carris

As we continue our Cursillo journey
let‘s thank our Lay Director Pat
Ferrara and all those who made this
day possible. It was absolutely wonderful.
Dear Friends,
let‘s strive to
keep our Cursillo
Faith alive.
There‘s a light
at the end of our
dreams and His
name is Jesus……
―Let Him Shine‖.
Kathy Smith, second from right.

De Colores

Chris Giancarlo
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Ultreyas Inspire and Uplift Cursillo Community
The Archdiocese of Newark Cursillo community gathered for two
Spirit-filled and inspiring Ultreyas
during the last three months.
On March 15, 2013, Cursillistas
came together for an Ultreya at
St. Mary‘s Church in Closter,
sponsored by the Women‘s 165th
Cursillo Weekend. Beverly Wurth

Cursillistas gathered on May 17,
2013 for an Ultreya sponsored by
the Blessed Sacrament/St. Charles
Borromeo Cursillo community.
Donovan Green gave the welcome
and served as master of ceremonies. Jean McClurkin gave the witness talk and shared about grace,
love and mercy witness talk witness talk. The lay summation was
given by Harold Uche, and the
spiritual summation by Rev.
Albert Nzeh. The opening
prayer was given by Uju
Egonu and the closing prayer
was given by Yvonne Green.

Cursillistas attending these
gatherings no doubt received
strength and encouragement
for their Fourth Day journey.
The next Newark Archdiocese
Ultreya will be July 19, 2013
Bev Wurth gave Witness at the March Ul- at 7:30 p.m. at Our Lady
treya at St. Mary‟s, Closter
Queen of Peace in Maywood.
gave the lay witness. The lay
summation was provided by
Christy Kearney, and the spiritual
summation was given by Rev. Paul
A. Cannariato, pastor of St.
Mary‘s who was a spiritual advisor
for the 165th women‘s weekend.
The opening prayer was
composed by Christina Eze
and given by Diane Hamilton, and the closing prayer
was given by Annette
Ziegler. The welcome was
given by Kathleen Cheski,
rector for the 165th
women‘s weekend.

By Kate Cheski

Jean McClurkin shared a beautiful
Witness on Love, Grace and Mercy
at BS/SCB Newark in May.

Fr. Albert gave the Spiritual Summation which lead to a rousing
“Amen!”
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Cast your nets, God will do the rest

By Kate Cheski

The first talk at the Cursillo Region 2
Spring Encounter in April gave those
attending much to reflect on about
the evangelization of environments.
The talk was given by Charles Wiley, a
Cursillista from Washington, D.C., and
was titled ―The Fisherman in Me.‖
Mr. Wiley shared with the group the
early faith lessons he learned from his
great-grandmother. He leaned from
her that spreading the good news
about Jesus did not mean just telling
others about Jesus, it meant actually
―being the good news‖ to others. Long
before he attended a Cursillo weekend and heard the words Make a
Friend, Be a Friend, and Bring a
Friend to Christ, his greatgrandmother was teaching him this
way of bringing Christ to others.
Christians are called to be fisherman,
Mr. Wiley said, and Jesus‘ love is the
bait. Disciples should keep casting
their nets but remember to be patient, as making a catch is up to God.
He pointed out that there is a reason
that we say we are going fishing, instead of that we are going catching.

Christians might not be aware that
they actually are evangelizing others.
He recalled a powerful witness an
older man in his church had given
him. He was someone that Mr. Wiley
―looked up to in Christ. He spread
Christ through his actions.‖
Mr. Wiley encouraged Cursillistas to
be valiant witnesses for Christ and to
show the love of Jesus through their
actions and their joy. ―You gotta
make people want what you got.‖

Mr. Wiley reminded listeners that

Cursillistas must carry the good news
and be the good news in all environments, not just at church. ―The people you are called to reach are not
just the ones you expect.‖
Mr. Wiley closed his talk with powerful questions for reflection, including: When have you cast your net?
Whose net are you caught in? What
fish are in your net? How do you
know from what side of the boat to
cast your net?

Men‘s 184th Weekend Held Feb. 28—Mar 4, 2013.
The Men‘s 184th weekend hosted 22
candidates this past spring as Rector
Ron Green lead the team with the
theme, ―Alive in The Spirit‖. Warden
was Gerry DiMauro, who gave the Piety rollo. Others on Team were John
Landers, Laity; Darren Petersen, Environments; Jean Francois Gueguen,
Action; Joe Albarella, Ideals; Ton
Kearney, Leaders; Dave Gillies, Study;
Michael Tapper, Christian Community;

Lou Mondello and Pat Strocchia, Personal
Contacts; Gordon Roehrer was Music minister. Spiritual Directors were Fr. Don
Hummel, Fr. Pat McMahon and Deacon
Dave Loman. Service Team was headed
by John Ventola. Who could forget the
closing which was so moving and inspirational?
(See below for photos from the weekends)

"Alive In The Spirit”
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Spirited Spring Weekends — Women...
Rector Merilyn Smith and her Angel
Carolyn Messina lead the Women‘s
167th Weekend for 13 candidates at the
Casa. Their Team included Joanne
Rinkus, Ideals; Vicky McKoy, Laity;
Irene DeBernardo, Study; Colleen
Carattini, Action; Mary Jo D‘Errico,
Leaders; Uju Egonu, Study of Environments; Pamela Streisel, Christian Community; Personal Contacts were Pat
Assan and Mary Walker; Music ministers
were Janet Gyss and Marva PhillipsMendoza. Spiritual Directors were
Msgr. Paul Schetelick, Fr. Jack Martin
and Sr. Linda Klaiss. The Service Team
from Blessed Sacrament/St. Charles
Borromeo was lead by Diane Hamilton
and Yvonne Green.

Women's 167th Weekend

April 18-21
2013

The Great
I Am
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...Men...

More Photos at
mycursillo.com

FYI...FYI...FYI...FYI...
Donations

What’s Your e-mail?

The Cursillo Movement gratefully welcomes your
donations. They help potential Babe Chicks attend
when they otherwise could not afford it. Send donations to our treasurer,

Please advise us if you have a new e-mail ID. Send
notification to Joanne Rinkus, Secretary:

Bill Dougherty, 26 Division Ave., Belleville, NJ
07109.

decolores7@optonline.net
If you know of someone who does not have an e-mail
address and would like a copy of this newsletter, let
us know and we will send them a hard copy.
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Praying Twice Praying Twice

By Gordon Roehrer

It is Pentecost weekend and due
to travel plans the next day we
have chosen to attend the Saturday afternoon Mass. We usually
attend the 11AM on Sunday, so
this is a rare occurrence that I am
in the pew with Barbara instead
of playing bass along side of a guitar, piano, organ, flute and full
choir.

ten the most inspiring. As a result
of their authentic witness the average candidate might more readily
aspire to service – seeing it as
something attainable.

The service is sparsely attended
and the church seems even emptier because of the extra chairs
that were set up for Confirmation
earlier in the day. The choir consists of two teenage girls, one of
whom bravely serves as the cantor. The music selections are
somewhat challenging and the girl
does her best. The overall effect
is far short of perfect. But the
girl‘s dedication, zeal and courage
are inspirational.
At this service I detect that there
may be more participation by the
congregation than what is typical
at the 11 o‘clock High Mass at
which we put on ―quite a performance.‖ (Perhaps they feel
moved to add their voices in support of our intrepid young singer?)
This experience brought me to
revisit some convictions I have
about music ministry in Cursillo.
We generally put on ―quite a performance‖ and we fervently attest to the importance of music
on the weekend. Some of us

might even say that the music
makes the weekend. That sounds
like a lot of responsibility!
There‘s no question about it music contributes greatly to elevating the weekend and we might
feel that it is essential to the success of the weekend. But doesn‘t
our formation stress surrender?
Aren‘t we to rely on God and not
ourselves so much? Don‘t we believe that God moves the weekend
in spite of
us if we‘ll
just get
out of the
way?
In coaching Rollogivers we
stress
that they
should be
themselves.
We know
that not
everyone is capable of a slick and
sweat-free delivery, nor is that
what we really want. In your experience and mine it is those men
and women who appear vulnerable and challenged who are of-

So, I applaud our choir director for
her inclusive style. There are many
folks who would not have had a
chance to participate in the past.
There are many who have accepted the invitation in the present. As a result we have a large
complement
of musicians
of all ages
who are able
to join in at
various
times.
Likewise let
us not unwittingly discourage budding Cursillo
music ministers who
might perceive our ―high standards‖ as beyond their abilities.
Peace and De Colores!
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Activities Coming Soon...

Ultreyas are held in various locations throughout the archdiocese. Coming up:

July 12, 2013: Our Lady
Queen of Peace, Maywood

September 20, 2013:

November 15, 2013:

Sacred Heart, Haworth

Corpus Christi, Hasbrouck
Heights

Make a Friend and bring „em!!

All Ultreyas begin as 7:30 p.m.

Fall Weekends in Formation...
The Women‟s 168th Weekend is
October 3-6, 2013 with Rector
Mary Bransfield and Angel Annie
Ventola. The theme is ―Kissing
the Face of God‖. Team members
include Gail Artola, Paula Rose,
Marcelina Akanno, Patty Martinez,
Maria Ramos, Liz Liloia, Christy
Kearney; Personal Contacts are
Jean Kalemba and Anna Hardish.
Music by Mary Ellen Weiland.
Spiritual Advisors are Msgr. Lew
Papera and Fr. John Gordon.
Kathy Glowski is Service Team
Chief.

Applications can be found
on mycursillo.com.
Sponsors, start your engines and
let‘s rally to fill the weekends
with lots of Babe Chicks!!

The Men‟s 185th Weekend is November 21-24, 2013 with Rector Bill
Dougherty and Warden Neville Evans. The theme is ―Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you.‖
Team members: Bob Weingartner,
Charles Abiakwe, Ed Koch, Steve
Taylor, Lou Costello, Jeo Murray,
Lyndon Gunning. Spiritual Advisors
are Msgr. Paul Bochicchio, Fr. Tom
Wisniewski and Deacon Paul Carris.

Next School of Leaders is June 21, 2013 at Holy Family, Nutley. Jim
Clough will be presenting the topic of Table Dynamics. This will be very
beneficial for Teams in formation for the next Cursillo weekends. Fr. John
Gordon will present the second half of the program.
Refreshments at 7:00; the program begins promptly at 7:30.
Hope to see you at this very informative evening. Hasta la vista!

