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It is only natural to
look forward to the next two
years after moving into my new
role to serve all of you as Lay
Director. My first thoughts,
however, have been to look
back. To remember and capture
my deer-in-the-headlights feeling at the Thursday opening of
the Men’s 164th in the Fall of
2002 and then the transformation that took place over the
next 3 days, which truly changed
my life. My rector was Lou Mondello with a team that included
Ray Falcon, Pat Ferrara, Tony
Seymour, Ken Bransfield (my
table leader), Gordon Roehrer
and Spiritual Directors Frs. Lew
Papera and John Gordon. Tony
then nursed to life our fledgling
4th Day group at Corpus Christi
for several months after that.
Fr. John shared a phrase that is
still with me today, “Struggle is
delayed obedience” – what a
positive spin on what we all deal
with.
These men and the
many other men and women I
have been blessed to meet
through Cursillo over the last 17
years have only reinforced how
excellent a method Cursillo is to
bring people to Christ. Cursillo
has formed them and they have
helped form Cursillo in the
hearts of so many. One characteristic common to all of our
Cursillo leaders over these years

has been humility. A humility
that always puts the rest of us
first. A humility that puts egos
aside and had everyone working
incredibly well together. A humility that showed God’s face to
others.
Then I think of our
most recent Secretariat members who have completed service; led by the heart, action and
spirit of Lay Director Annie Ventola with Joe and Lorraine Clark
(School of Leaders), Donovan
Green (Post Cursillo), our recently deceased great friend Joe Murray (Pre-Cursillo), Trish
Ferrara (Treasurer) and Mary
Bransfield (Applications)
Looking forward, Barbara Kittle will continue service
as our Assistant Lay Director and
my right hand; Eileen McGuire
and Ginny Topolski will lead our
Pre-Cursillo Section; Bob Weingartner will lead our Weekend
Section, Robyn Barrington will
be working with Donovan Green
on the Post Cursillo Section, Ed
Koch is our new Treasurer and
Joanne Rinkus has offered to
stay as secretary and take over
Applications, Sue Carney will
continue as our Web Master
and our Spiritual Director, Fr.
Thomas Lipnicki together form
the new Secretariat.
Sr. Linda Klaiss and Fr.
John Gordon have generously

agreed to continue as spiritual
advisors to the School of Leaders, but we are still looking for a
coordinator for that Section.
For the next year or so, we will
change it up a little by reaching
out to that enormous pool of
talent, experience, faith and
knowledge of our former Rectors to speak on specific topics
for the School of Leaders Sessions. In addition to the last two
sessions on Sponsorship, we
thought of topics such as how to
write and give a Rollo, inner
workings of the Service Team at
the new CASA, and expectations
of the Support Team. I welcome
any former Rector interested in
giving a talk on one of these, or
any other topics you think will
benefit our Movement, to reach
out to me (carcatcol@aol.com).
The National Cursillo Movement
will be instituting changes over
the next several years, but the
main focus, which is something
we have struggled with and
which I would like to focus on, is
developing Cursillo leaders,
which starts with better prepared sponsors and brings more
of the full picture of Cursillo to
our membership. It is not just
about the Weekends. It is about
a way of life in finding, journeying with, and serving God. I pray
you will all join and support me
in helping our Newark Cursiilo
grow and thrive.
DeColores!
Paul Carris
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Time to Say “It’s Time…”
Many of you know that I’m a Disney fan. I feel
like Winnie the Pooh has the best Disney
Quotes ever. Winnie once said: “Goodbye?
Oh no, please. Can’t we just go back to page
one and start all over again?”
Well, my time as Lay Director is up and we
can’t go back to page one, but it has been fun.
I’d like to take a minute to thank everyone for
their love, prayers, support and patience.
Cursillo has been the great love of my life. It
has been my one constant, my straight
course. John Gordon said something very
interesting to me the other day. He said, “
Annie you never really had a Parish to call
home. CURSILLO is your parish. Cursillo is
your HOME!” He hit the nail on the head (as
he usually does). Most of you have a parish
you call home, I don’t. I never really had a
home base. I make a joke and call myself a
ROAMING Catholic. And I think John is right, I
think I never really joined a parish because I
felt like Cursillo was my parish. I felt like YOU
ALL are my parish, YOU all are my home!
When I was a little girl, I remember roaming

the halls of the old Casa in Elizabeth. I remember sliding down the banister of the
stairwell. I remember the stain glass windows in the front room of the house. I remember the large front porch with the two
big columns on either side. I remember the
basement, with the bilco doors that led you
outside. And the large table that had this
huge can opener bolted to it that amused
me for hours on end. That Casa was my
childhood. I remember running last-minute
Palanca letters on a Friday afternoon and
handing them to anyone with an apron on;
they patted me on the head and said; “thank
you little Annie” (Lorraine Oechslin to this
day still calls me that!) If you would have
told me 40 years ago that I would have been
Lay Director of Cursillo I would have laughed
in disbelief. To say that it was an honor and
a privilege is an understatement.
I hope that I convey to you my love for Cursillo. I hope that you see how much we (I
must include all the Ventolas in this) as a
family love this movement! There isn’t a
family dinner when it’s not brought up or

Our New Assistant Lay Director Barbara Kittle
At the School of Leaders recently we discussed the role of a sponsor. Annie beautifully
summarized in her email to us Sister Linda’s
reference to the story of Jesus on the road to
Emmaus. We should try to take on the role of
Jesus, not the role of the disciples. And we
should do that not AS Jesus, but as someone
who can help to lead and mentor. As the new
assistant lay director under Paul Carris, I see
my role in part as helping lead and mentor my
fellow Cusillistas as we usher in a largely new
Secretariat. I am excited to be a part of it, as
we expand our focus on Pre-Cursillo and getting Cursillistas ready to make a friend, be a
friend and bring a friend to Christ This will
give us candidates for the weekends, and
great incentive to also focus on the postCursillo, which is what we REALLY want to
build upon.
I made my Cursillo in 2003 with Kathy Glowski
as my Rector and was fortunate to be Rector
of the Woman’s 175th in June of 2017. My

home parish is St. Joseph’s in East Rutherford, and I belong to two group reunions,
one from Corpus Christi in Hasbrouck
Heights, and the other from St. Mary’s in
Newark. I have also led and /or been a
member of several service teams (always a
GREAT job—exhausting but great) and was
the weekend coordinator and rector training
lead for the Secretariat. Through all this I
have met and been mentored by Cursillistas
who inspire me to be my best. I am so
thankful for all of them.
My faith has deepened so much by using
the Cursillo method, and sharing it with such
beautiful faith-filled Christians. I love this
community, and am so very blessed to count
many of you as my dear friends. For those I
have not met yet, I look forward to doing so
(I usually come bearing gifts of food .)
The gospel for the Feast of Corpus Christi
was that of Jesus feeding thousands with the
five loaves and two fish; such an important

By Annie Ventola, outgoing Lay Director
discussed in some way, shape or form. Our
love for this movement runs deep. I am so
grateful that my best girl (my Mom) got to be
a part of my term as Lay Director. We, as a
family always say there are many ways to
bring people to Christ, the best way WE know
how to do that is through Cursillo! Christ is
very much the fabric of our life and that is
because of the Cursillo movement. That is
because every single day we chose to live our
4th Day!
I ask that you give our new Lay Director Paul
Carris all the love, prayers, support and patience you gave me. I ask that you welcome
Paul, the new Assistant Lay Director Barbara
Kittle and the new Secretariat members with
much love. I am SO excited to see what they
have planned for us!
Someone asked me why I end all my Eblasts
the same way. It’s because once I read this
wonderful quote: Goodbyes are not forever,
are not the end. It simply means I’ll miss you
until we meet again.
Love and Always DeColores!

story that it is in all four gospels. We usually
focus on the miracle of how the people were
fed and how much was left over. My pastor
spoke instead of how Jesus told the disciples
to “Go feed the people”. I had to think
about that –like the disciples I often don’t
realize what I can do but rather expect others
to do instead when it comes to my faith sharing. Through Cursillo I can “go and feed the
people”; I can use the tools of the Cursillo
method to reach out and help feed those who
are hungry for something more than what the
world can provide.
I humbly ask for your prayers as we go forward with the new Secretariat. We have a
wonderful foundation to stand upon and intend to build on that. As assistant Lay Director I look forward to that challenge from both
Sister Linda and Jesus—together we can go
feed the people, mentoring them so they can
be leaders in their environments and bring
more friends to Christ. Thank you and De
Colores! Barbara (BK to Annie).
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APPLYING THE “SLOW AND LOW” BBQ TECHNIQUE TO BRING A HARVEST OF SOULS TO CHRIST
By Bob Weingartner

Any great chef will tell
you the key to cooking a
great rack of BBQ ribs is
the “slow and low”
method. “Slow” meaning not to rush…. it takes
at least 4 hours for the
meat to fall off the bone and “low” meaning
to use a lower temperature over that longer
period of time. The same techniques apply
to bringing souls to Christ to experience a
Cursillo weekend.
At a recent School of Leaders, Joe Clark led a
discussion on how to be an effective sponsor
of candidates. In order to sustain the movement, Cursillo relies on Cursillistas to bring a
steady flow of new candidates to the weekend experience. No candidates, no weekends! The DeColores song says we will
“joyfully bring to our Savior a harvest of
souls”. What does that mean? It means we
continue to live out the Cursillo experience
not only in our daily lives, but through others
as well. Remember the ceremony in the
closing mass during our weekend where
received the Cursillo cross? The Rector said,
“Christ is Counting on You”. Christ is truly is
counting on us in so many ways. Let’s not
disappoint!
We’re very familiar with the tried and true
technique in bringing souls to Christ…make a
friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ. It
is a certainly a deliberate act on our part.
We all had a great experience that will affect
us for the rest of our life. Why wouldn’t we
want this feeling for everyone?
Similar to the catchphrase “always be networking” to advance in our careers, in Cursillo, we should “always be searching”,
(identifying and recruiting new candidates).
Well, that’s easier said than done, right? It
takes significant effort on our part. Our senior Cursillistas will readily share their techniques and the long process it takes to bring
souls to Christ, sometimes years of effort.
So, don’t rush it. As a sponsor, have pa-

tience and give the potential candidate time
to ponder your request via the “slow”
method. In asking, we take the appropriate
“Action” and God does all the heavy lifting
from there. This is why we say the weekend
you make is the one you were meant to be
on. It’s God’s timing. They will also tell you
that we must know the potential candidate
well (make a friend/be a friend). For good
reasons, there is no “quick and easy” way to
get candidates to commit. Plus, we are trying
emphasis “quality over quantity”. Did you
commit the first time someone asked you?
Probably not. After we receive a few “thanks
but no thanks”, it may seem very frustrating.
No big deal! Cursillo teaches us that Apostolic
failures are common…..just move on as the



Knights of Columbus, Rosary Societies,
Parish Counsels. Any church ministry has
the potential for new souls.



Annual men’s/women’s commissions at
Seton Hall. Men and woman of faith
gather in large quantities.



Cornerstones and other parish retreats.



BBQ’s at Parishes or a church friend’s
house. My wife committed to a weekend after a friend’s BBQ. Or was it the
chicken?

During the make a friend process, don’t forget
to apply the appropriate filters (Catholic in
good standing, emotionally stable, participate
w/o restrictions).
And how about some current techniques that
have proven effective?

seed has been planted and may need time to
take root. Often our approach is to “wear
people down” to get them to “yes”. This approach can be a turn off for some and backfire, so be careful!

So, where do we find potential candidates?
The possibilities are endless, but a few best
practices have proven to be successful. Here
are a few places to look:



Family, friends, neighbors and our church
community. The obvious. They are close
to us and we know them well.



Formation programs at your church or
other churches: bible studies, book clubs.
We meet new people and make friends.



Regular adoration attendees. Those that
are actively seeking God.



Speak to God before you ask anyone.
God will allow new candidates to cross
your path.



Use the “1-2 punch”: one person initially
approaches with invitation; a second
person reinforces the message. Bingo!



Give them a Cursillo pamphlet. “Cursillo”
is a vague term to most. The pamphlet
can help.



Identify those that have a “seeking” relationship with God. We’re all on a faith
journey. Some people want to know God
more. Cursillo can fill that void and bring
them closer to Christ.



Share your Cursillo experience and faith
journey with others. Isn’t it true that,
”They truly desire the pleasure of being
in grace in colors with us”. What’s up
with him/her? This could be the most
convincing factor!



Invite them to a Day of Renewal or Ultreya. Like a good wine, a taste of Cursillo can be very convincing.
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Bob Weingartner, cont’d.





Have your local Pastor, priest or deacon
speak to or recommend a candidate, then
follow-up. Can anyone refuse the recommendation of the parish spiritual team?
Speak with spiritual leaders and parishioners at other parishes. Spread the good
news to non-Cursillo parishes.

Ask your group reunion teams for recommendations.

The above lists are not exhaustive. I’m sure
there are many other techniques that have
been used that work. Be creative.
As Cursillistas, we need to step up our efforts.
Christ truly is counting on us! Take some risks.
Don’t give up. Go where we are planted to

evangelize our environments. Try different
techniques that work for you. Give it time
and let the “slow and low” method work.
When we are successful, we will have,
“Joyfully brought to our Savior a harvest of
souls so all those new diamonds will sparkle
when brought to the light!
Enjoy your summer BBQ’s!

A Salute to our Past Lay Directors
I’m a bit of a history buff. I’ve wanted a
record of all the past Lay Directors for
many years. I asked my best girl (my
Mom) before she passed, and she remembered a few. I asked Aunt Fran (Woods)
and she remembered a few. I asked Aunt
Jo (Schneider) a past Lay Director herself,
and she remembered a few. But I had a
very incomplete list.

would like to thank all those who came
before me. Those I knew (many on the
list I did know when I was a little girl) and
those I did not know. It is not possible
for Cursillo to grow and move forward
without the YES of so many strong Leaders. Thank you to Ed Alger, Ken Bransfield, Peg Mondello, and the Clarks for
helping with this list.

Then I was having a glass of wine with my
dear friend Ken Bransfield and he shared
that our friend Ed Alger had a list with past
Lay Directors dating back to 1973 (I was 2
years old in 1973 if anyone was wondering
LOL).

This is the list of Lay Directors of the
Archdiocese of Newark Cursillo Movement. Please take a minute to remember them and all they gave to our movement!

I was OVERJOYED!!! So, I just had to fill in
some missing years, 1997 to 2019. That
was EASY!! I reached out to some friends
and past Lay Directors (Peg Mondello, Joe
and Lorraine Clark) and they filled in the
blanks. Sometimes in order to move forward we need to look behind. I personally

Past Rectors Jean Kalemba, Kathy Glowski,
and Bob Oeschlin.

By Annie Ventola

Front row: Teri Carr, Peg Mondello. Second row: Pat Carr, Joe Clark and George
Moore.

73-74 Joyce Lockatel

95-97 Fred Milano

74-75 Carol Carolyn

97-99 Mary Margaret Noonan

75-76 Cy Massar

99-01 Peg Mondello

76-77 Terry Crandell

01-03 Bob Cenar

77-78 Alex Calinese

03-05 Ray Falcon

78-79 George Ross

05-07 Kathy Glowski

79-80 Jack Funesti

07-09 Joe Clark

80-82 Gay Gravina

09-11

Pat Carr

82-84 Dick Donahue

11-13

Jean Kalemba

84-86 Nancy Tom

13-15

Pat Ferrara

86-87 Bob Oechslin

15-17

Teri Carr

87-89 George Moore

17-19

Annie Ventola

89-91 Jo Schneider

19 -

Paul Carris

91-93 Jim Clough
93-95 Pauline Stankiewicz
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The Circuitous Route of the Men’s 194th Weekend
God is always messing with me. I always say
my continuous involvement in Cursillo is due to
the fact that the good Lord knows He has to
keep a guy like me busy, otherwise I may get
into trouble…..but that’s a story for another
day! Now I’m going to warn you, this story is a
little long, so bear with me!

I was just coming
off a Cursillo
weekend where I
had an opportunity to work with
Joe Murray (who
was Warden at
the time).
Throughout the
entire weekend,
Joe kept sending
me little signs that he had something in mind
for me for his upcoming Weekend. I just kept
thinking, please God, I don’t want to do another Service Team! When Joe called, I held
my breath until he asked me to be one of his
Personal Contacts. I almost jumped through
the phone I was so excited! There is nothing
better than being at the table with the candidates and being able to witness and share
Christ.

Joe went on to tell me that Pat Carr would be
his other Personal Contact and I was very excited. I never got to work with Pat before. It
was also Pat’s first-time being PC. In my head I
had it all planned out. I told
Pat you do all the meditations; I just want to give a
small prayer service on Saturday morning. My reason was
I wanted to limit my talking
due to a recent vocal cord

By John Ventola

surgery. The less talking I had to do the better.

fight; he finished the race! Job well done,
good and faithful servant! Job well done!

We began our Team Formation in March and
it was wonderful. We bonded together
quickly but our Warden Rich Marino informed us that he was getting a new job and
would no longer be a part of the Weekend.
Secretly in my head I was hoping to step in
as Warden. Warden has always been my
favorite job in Cursillo and I would have
LOVED to give my Piety Rollo again. Joe
hinted I might be the Warden but God had a
different plan! I was a little disappointed!
But my disappointment lifts when I see my
buddy Michael Tapper walk in to fill the
shoes as Warden! Formation continues, but
Joe misses a couple of meetings throughout
formation, complaining of some back pain.
We didn’t really think anything of it at the
time.

The 194th Weekend from the beginning was
filled with challenges. We were the first
weekend in the new Casa in Belleville. The
guinea pigs. Everything that DID NOT work
we did first!! We set everyone up for later

But like I told you at the beginning of the
story, God is always messing with me. THREE
days before the Weekend, Joe asked me to
lead the Men of the 194th Cursillo Weekend
as Rector. Was he kidding me? I didn’t even
know what to think! There goes my idea of
not talking too much!

It turned out, my dear friend and brother in
Christ Joe Murray was diagnosed with Cancer three days before his Cursillo Weekend
and was
going to
start
Cancer
treatment
immediately.
Joe was
one of
the
most
faith
filled
men I have ever meet. I had the pleasure of being with him when he was a
Warden and it was my honor to fill in
for him as Rector. Joe has moved on to
his 5th Day. I will always consider the
194th Weekend JOE’S Weekend! I was
just his “stand in”. Joe fought the good

success. It was 95 degrees with no air conditioners, and we blew about 5 fuses every 15
minutes. But the Holy Spirit was running up
and down those halls creating a breeze. It
was a Spirit-filled Weekend and our friend
and brother Jesus Christ showed up (as HE
always does). He showed up in the men that
where present in the Casa, in the Rollos that
where given, in the music that was sung! HE
showed up, as HE always does! The men of
the 194th Cursillo Weekend encountered
Jesus Christ in a very special way.

As for me, well, Sweets (my nickname for
God) whispered in my ear, John I don’t know
why I must keep proving myself to you, but
once again I’m going to show you what an
awesome God I am! A couple months later
my sister Annie asked me to share my Piety
Rollo at the Day of Renewal! Like I said, God
is always messing with me!

DeColores,
John Ventola
(Stand-in Rector for Joe Murray on the
Men’s 194th Weekend)
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Truly a Day of Renewal
It always feels like every Cursillo
event is like a family reunion. This year’s Day
of Renewal was no different. There were so
many familiar faces all filled with love, and
all there to share faith, laughter, food, good
memories and make new ones. The theme
was “We are Called” with the speakers John
Ventola, Ann Breitbach, Robin Bado giving
their rollos of Piety, Study, and Action from
their weekends. We were also blessed to be
led musically by Nicole Nerli and Judy Faley.

With his Piety rollo, John beautifully reminded us that “Piety is the direction
and action of one's whole life to God”. We
need to constantly work at strengthening all
three legs of the tri-pod of life, i.e. Piety,
Study, & Action, so that we do not lose our
focus on God. When we are able to keep the
legs strong and our focus on God, we are
able to work
on becoming
better versions
of ourselves.
John gave us
an intimate
glance at how
the faith of his
parents from
the very beginning of his life
was slowly but
continually
strengthened
through Cursillo. He brilliantly reminded us that even “though we walk the
same road our paths are different. You
must respond to our Lord’s call in your
own way. Try to remember your response
to a life of Piety is much different than
mine. However, what is important to Jesus
is that you do respond according to your
life.”

Ann Breitbach continued by discussing study. Ann suggested that study
helps us to focus our lives on what is important - namely our ideal, which is Christ.
We seek Jesus, to know him and to follow
him. But how do we get to know him?
"Lord Jesus, let me know myself, so that I

may know you." The words of St Augustine
inspire us to use our own experiences of
life as a starting point to know and understand Jesus. Ann asked us, "What would
you change about the past?" There is nothing we can change from the past, but we
may use the past as a starting point to
bring us
closer to
Jesus by
participating in new
activities
such as
prayer
(we speak
to him),
reading
and listening to his
word (he
speaks to
us), and
focusing on God's presence in his creation
(we listen to him). Through study, we stay
focused and grow in Christ.
This knowledge of our own life
experiences, combined with
our ever-growing knowledge
of Christ, will lead us to continual growth in Jesus. As Ann
concluded, this is the quest of
study - for to know more will
strengthen our relationship
with Jesus and will assist us in
becoming everyday saints.

By Judy Faley & Ann Breitbach

In action, Robin Bado presented
the manner in which we are called to live
for the glory of God. Action is the perfection of piety and study. That is, we combine our piety - our relationship we have
built with God through prayer and presence, with our study - knowing God
through our time with him and his word,
and blend them into our actions - our
thoughts, words and deeds to build up
the kingdom. Robin explained that our
actions must reflect Catholic Social teachings in a Christ-like and loving manner. In
Cursillo, we are called to "make a friend,
be a friend and bring a friend to Christ".
But we cannot do that unless it comes
from the love of God through us. As Robin
summed up, through our actions we give
to others. It is in giving that we receive.
By giving, you show the face of God to
others and bring them to Christ.

Perhaps the most exciting part of
the day came at the very end when our new
lay director Paul Carris finally announced
who his
assistant
lay director
will be:
Barbara
Kittle! In all
it really
was a
Christ-filled
day with
our speakers reminding us of
how important the
Cursillo
method
truly is to
our community and our personal
lives. Cursillo helps remind us that we
must continually put our trust and
faith in the Lord, not just so that we
can grow spiritually but so we can
help others grow spiritually as well.
De Colores!
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The Women of the 176th Cursillo Team led
by hosts Betsy Mathesin and Teri Carr
brought “The Fire of Your Love” to Our Lady
of the Lake, Verona as anyone who attended
the Ultreya in October truly felt the “heat”
of their sizzling spirit.
Fr. Joe D’Amico, pastor, welcomed the fold
and led the opening prayer. The Witness
was Phyllis Sherwood with an assist by Linda
Magala.
Here is how Betsy described the evening:
Phyllis, who was a candidate on the Women’s
176th weekend, gave a remarkable witness. She is struggling to regain her voice
after losing it to cancer after her Cursillo
weekend. So Linda Magala WAS her voice for
this Ultreya evening. Linda read her beautiful
talk, revealing how Phyllis, as a young teen,
reluctantly gave her daughter up for adoption
at a time when having baby “out of wedlock”
was scorned upon. Phyllis kept this ‘scandal’
from even her sisters....until one of those
sisters discovered her secret though a DNA
match. Phyllis was soon reunited with her
daughter, who joined us at the Ultreya, along
with Phyllis’ sisters and newly discovered
grand-children. Phyllis glowed with her reignited faith, sparked to life at “The Fire of
Your Love” Cursillo weekend. She is leading a
VERY full and spiritual 4th Day.
The lay and spiritual summations resonated
with all, given by Holly Consiglio and Thomas
Lipnicki, respectively. It was a truly uplifting
and spiritually moving evening.

Where can I find
-News about Cursillo events?
-Prayer Requests?
-Applications?
-Photos?

mycursillo.com
Stay tuned for lots
of new features!
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FUNDAMENTAL IDEAS OF THE CURSILLO MOVEMENT
This talk was given as a presentation at a
recent School of Leaders.

The past months in Leaders School we talked
about the fundamental ideas of the Cursillo
Movement including the Precursillo, the 3-day
weekend and the Postcursillo. I would like to

will leaven environments, in our neighborhoods, parishes, work situations and other
places where we live the greater part of our
lives. It sets into motion a process for building a strong backbone or vertebrae for Christian living. To be a lever that renews the
world. At the same time helping one another
discover and achieve our own individual
calling to holiness by living our baptismal
commitment.
When Christian leaders are linked together
with other Christian leaders, they have
enough strength to form the backbone for
the Body of Christ in their environments.
The basic principles of the Cursillo
Movement

Eduardo Bonnin, founder of Cursillo in
Christianity.
highlight what we talked about and try to tie
it all up together.
The history of the Cursillo Movement did not
develop by accident. It began when a group of
men from Majorca Spain dedicated themselves to bringing young men together to
know Christ better. The story of the Cursillo
Movement is exciting. It’s a story filled with
the adventure of new discoveries, works of
outstanding dedication, tragic misunderstandings and setbacks to bring the light of Christ
into the world.
But it’s an even more exciting story on a spiritual level. It is the story of how God taught a
group of men to work for Him in an effective
way, a way that bears His Fruit. It was developed by men of prayer who were seeking to
serve the Lord. It was formed by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, working in the men
who had dedicated themselves to bringing
others to know Christ.
The Cursillo method makes it possible to live
what is fundamental for being Christian. It
allows us to create groups of Christians who

It is a movement of the church
It is an experience to be lived
It leads Cursillistas to a personal encounter
with God, with themselves and with one
another
It promotes Christian spirituality
It is an agent with a specific pastoral mission
in the church
It leavens environments with the Gospel
It creates community
It has a contagious spirit of commitment

There are three phases of the Movement:
PreCursillo, Cursillo, and Post Cursillo. The
method and key to these three phases is
KERYGMA. Kerygma is the joyful proclamation of the gospel message, made by witnesses, with a view towards conversion.
How we approach others will make all the
difference in the world. If we live our lives
accordingly, others will not just hear our
words, they will look at our actions and consider our attitudes. They would want to
know how they could attain it. The Kerigmatic Message is a message of the Good

By Lorraine Clark

News that causes one to rise and follow the
Lord.
Palanca
The most important Cursillo strategy has
always been prayer. Palanca is the prayer
and sacrifice which is offered to God. Palanca should accompany all apostolic action.
The Spanish word “Palanca” means lever. A
lever allows a person to move things which
are beyond a person’s normal strength.
Prayer and sacrifice become a lever and
allow us to accomplish more than we are
capable of. This truth is founded on the
promise of Christ, “Ask and you will receive,
seek and you shall find, knock and it will be
opened to you” (Mt 7:7). Without God we
can do nothing.
I would like to share a story I read about a
young police officer, Christopher Smith.
Christopher randomly picked a book from
the library called “Letters of a Slave Trader
Freed by God’s Grace”, written by John Newton. John Newton was a slave trader, and
captain of several slave trading ships in England in 1725. Newton’s life took a dramatic
turn, following a violent storm at sea. He
was so frightened by what happened to him,
he experienced a spiritual conversion. He
repented his life as a slave trader, even advocating for the abolition of slave trading.
He eventually became a minister, writing
several hymns, including “Amazing Grace”.
Christopher Smith was so inspired by Newton’s book he felt compelled to write the
musical play, Amazing Grace. Christopher
was never a composer and he couldn’t read
music. He admitted the most writing he ever
did was writing police reports. Prior to the
play’s first run in Connecticut, Christopher
sat in every single seat in the auditorium and
prayed for the person that would be sitting
in that seat. He did the same thing before
the show in Chicago and again for the shows
on Broadway, and for all 27 states that the
show has run. Many people who sat in those
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Lorraine Clark, cont’d
seats told him how they received God’s message of “Amazing Grace.” The feeling of
hope was rekindled in the thousands of people who have seen the show. When you put
yourself and others in God’s Hands, He
works His wonders.
I wanted to share this story because prayer
has always been the strength of Cursillo.
Prayer and palanca are the levers for us to
live out our baptismal commitments. They
are inseparable elements of being a Christian. The palanca, of prayers and sacrifices
for the 3-day Cursillo, are of great importance for its spiritual success. The three days
are supernaturally backed by people and
communities who pray and make sacrifices
so that the hearts of those on the weekend
will be open to truth and grace.
Within the Cursillo Movement, we must be
vigilant that the term palanca not be misunderstood. Palanca is not a friendship letter
or good wishes, it’s not a gift, colorful post-

ers, a poem, or a mimeographed copy of a
greeting that is given to a candidate on the
weekend. It must be a notation of the prayer
and the sacrifice that you are offering for the
candidate and for the weekend. In the original
writings of the movement it states, “The love of
God for all Christians is witnessed in the Cursillo
through the palanca performed by Cursillistas.”
No one expects us, not even the Lord, to change
persons or situations overnight. Remember, it’s
His Grace; we are merely facilitators. Eduardo
Bonnin said, “We are not in the business of
building an organization or even running weekends. We have people who live a Cursillo to
have people to make group reunions”. Group

or failures, but in terms of our apostolic
efforts being the work of God. In Mother
Teresa’s words when asked how she persevered in her daily work in the midst of so
much poverty and depression she said,
“God does not call us to be successful, but
faithful.”
The Cursillo method is basically a message
of perseverance. Perseverance, in Cursillo
terminology, is summed up in the phrase,
“Connect with Christ and connect with my
brothers and sisters”. Becoming a friend,
being a friend and evangelizing an environment take time. It is lived through our Piety, Study and Action.

reunions are meant to help us in our Fourth Day,
by using each of our individual gifts to build up
the Church, the Body of Christ, as we relate love
and service to each other.
If our evangelizing efforts are to have any success, if we are to persevere in our work, we
cannot think only in terms of ultimate successes

Weekends In Formation: Still Time to Sponsor!
The Men’s 195th Cursillo
Weekend is September 26 — 29, 2019
at the Casa in Belleville. Rector Michael
Tapper chose as his theme, Jesus, Lead the
Way.” The Warden is Pat Carr. Spiritual

Advisors are Fr. Paul Cannariato and Fr. Tom Lipnicki.
The Team: Dino Hardish, giving the Ideals rollo;
Jason Abughussson, Laity; Pete Rice, Piety; Bob
Weingartner, Study; Tony Seymour, Action; Pat
Carr, Leaders; Tom E. Abrams, Cristianity in Ac-

tion; Daniel Miccio, Environments. Rector
Michael Tapper gives the Total Security
rollo. Gerry DiMauro and John Ventola
are Personal Contacts; Jim Garabo serves
as Music Minister.
Tell everyone all about it!

Harmony is always yours
when you strain your ear
to catch Heaven’s music.
—God Calling, May 9
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Steppin’ Out In Faith
Stepping out in Faith, that’s exactly what we
did on November 1st on a cool Thursday
afternoon; as we entered our new casa at St.
Peter’s in Belleville, as the women of the
178th Cursillo weekend.
From the beginning of our formation to the
closing of the weekend we were, I was,
blessed to be in the presence of strong
women of faith.

My gratitude to the ones who fed us spiritually and physically does not seem sufficient.
We had an amazing support team who carried us throughout our journey; helping us
bring to fruition the mission we were called
for: to embrace and care for our sister babe
chicks. Igniting the flame within them, setting them off on a journey of faith and service to the Lord as we witnessed at their
sharing during the closing.
Prior to the weekend we visited the site and
saw many challenges and knew it would take
a commitment and openness, to create a
space conducive to what we had become
comfortable with. Where to begin, there was
work to be done, I was told this was how
Cursillo weekends were
originally.
So as one we
gathered, discussed, and
prayed for our new home to be a place of
love and joy; filled with a spirit of peace and

a measure of faith.
For myself, I felt like
Peter stepping out of
the boat accepting
Jesus’ invitation to join
him on the water with
outstretched hands.
So I stepped out on
Thursday afternoon
and entered a casa which had been transformed into a place beyond my imagination.
The casa was everything I had hoped for and
more, from the warmth of the service team
greeting you as you entered, even though
they were busy getting the last minute details
in place, to the hallways with the banners
from past weekends and the Rollo room, an
ocean of blue with purposefully placed tokens
reminding us of God’s presence. We had a
prayer room where many mornings at 3am I
would meet candidates prostrate before the
Blessed Sacrament in prayer. This was one of
the most profound moments of my weekend.
These women had no idea what they were
saying yes to, but throughout the weekend
the camaraderie among everyone was evident. We prayed, worshipped, danced,
laughed and cried together. They say what
happens in the casa stays in the casa, but how
can you keep it to yourself what the Lord has
done? The feeling of seeing Christ in the faces
of our Spiritual Directors and listening to the
candidates as they relate to each other and
create a bond of sisterhood in faith was fulfilling.
A mission completed manifested when we
had our group reunion later in January. It felt
like coming home, the new babe chicks and
team rekindled the flame that began in November; some said they were still on the
mountain top and shared their fourth day
experiences. Others made mention that just
like the weekend there was food in abundance. Once again we prayed together,
laughed and shared fellowship in a spirit of

By Robyn Padilla

love as we sang out with joy Great is Thy
Faithfulness; remembering where we started
and how He brought us through.
There were so many aspects of the weekend
that I would love to share, but I’ll save that
for another time, maybe at an Ultreya, (hint,
hint).
Lastly, the most important message I can
give to my fellow Cursillistas is to encourage
all to remain faithful and not be afraid to
take this journey. I was hesitant to be called

for this mission, but once I realized that this
was never about me, rather it was being His
vessel, everything fell into place. I came into
Cursillo empty and since my weekend in
spring of 2009 I have been filled and blessed
with a beautiful community of brothers and
sisters who I admire for their strong sense of
faith and commitment. Step out my Brothers
and Sisters, make a friend, be a friend and
bring them to our casa, let them know and
experience what we all have that “We can
do all things through him who strengthens
us.” Philippians 4:13. I remain in your service, your sister in Christ.

