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Pat and I have three chil-
dren: Patrick, Mary and Tom. 
Several years ago, our daugh-
ter Mary tried to make the 
case -- as only a teen-aged 
girl can -- that she was suf-
fering from middle child syn-
drome. You know what that 
is, right? Born between an 
older sibling who does every-
thing first, and a younger 
sibling who is seen as the 
perpetually pampered baby, 
the middle child may feel 
invisible or ignored by her 
parents. Well, I pointed out 
to Mary that, although she is 
indeed the middle child in 
terms of birth order, she is 
the only daughter in the fam-
ily. As the rose between two 
thorns, she was not sub-
jected to hand-me-downs or 
comparisons to her brothers. 
Her claim to middle child 
syndrome was emphatically 
denied. 
  
Hope, on the other hand, can 
make a very strong case for 
middle child syndrome. You 
know Hope: she is the virtue 
who is wedged between her 
two highly praised and fre-
quently discussed siblings, 
Faith and Love. Volumes and 
volumes have been written 
about understanding and 
growing in Faith and Love. 
We pray for an increase in 
Faith and in Love. But it 
seems to me, we have over-
looked Hope! Do you remem-
ber the last time you prayed 
to grow in the Grace of 
Hope? 
  

In the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, we read: 
Hope is the theological virtue 
by which we desire the king-
dom of heaven and eternal 
life as our happiness, placing 
our trust in Christ's promises 
and relying not on our own 
strength, but on the help of 
the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
"Let us hold fast the confes-
sion of our hope without wa-
vering, for he who promised 
is faithful."  (Heb 10:23) “The 
Holy Spirit . . . poured out 
upon us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Sav-
ior, so that we might 
be justified by his 
grace and become 
heirs in hope of eter-
nal life."(Titus 3:6-7) 
 
 I have learned that 
the Catholic Church 
calls Faith, Hope and 
Love Theological vir-
tues because they are Gifts of 
Grace from God. We do not 
earn these gifts; we cannot 
grow in them apart from God 
and they ultimately lead us to 
God. Love is the greatest. I 
am clearly not going to argue 
with St. Paul about that! Love 
is the greatest; Hope and 
Faith follow behind. Like our 
tripod - Piety, Study and Ac-
tion - it is hard to tell where 
one leaves off and another 
begins.  
 
As humans, we have all ex-
perienced suffering and pain; 
many of us have experienced 
despair and the feelings of 
hopelessness. During these 
times, we realize the impor-

tance of hope to life. We 
hope that our suffering and 
pain will end, that it will 
serve a cause, that there is 
something better ahead. 
Reading the news and en-
countering some of the suf-
fering of those fleeing pov-
erty and war, we see that 
hope for safety and a better 
way of life drives the refu-
gees. Hopelessness keeps us  
paralyzed and rooted in fear.  
Hope energizes us so that we 
can move forward believing 

in a solution to problems or 
it helps us to endure them.  
As Catholics and as Cursillis-
tas, we believe in both the 
need for and the power of 
prayer. Let us all pray for 
ourselves, for each other and 
for the world, that we all 
grow in the beautiful graces 
of Faith, Hope, and Love. In 
the words of St. Paul, May 
the God of Hope fill [us] with 
all joy and peace in believ-
ing, so that [we] may abound 
in Hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. (15 Romans 13). 
 
De Colores. 
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FundRaiser Reaps Huge Profits 
Once again, Cursillistas showed 
their true Colors by their enthusias-
tic response to requests for dona-
tions to the Annual Cursillo Tricky 
Tray/Fundraiser.  Held September 
24 at Notre Dame parish in North 
Caldwell, over 75 baskets were do-
nated, as well as 6 super prizes in-
cluding a big screen television. Win-
ners were jubilant and losers ac-

cepted their fate until next year.   

We raised over $7500 which will 

assist us in paying dues and other 

expenses, and keeping the cost 

of the weekends to a reason-

able rate.   

Many thanks to everyone who 

donated, attended and help 

with set up and clean up. A 

Special merci to Liz Fichtel and 

Angelica Peet for expertly and 

tirelessly running the buf-

fet table and John and 

Tony Ventola for emcee-

ing! And speaking of Ventola, 

this entire evening would not 

be possible without the inde-

fatigable Annie, who glori-

ously assumed so much of the 

work involved, from soliciting 

baskets to gathering descrip-

tions and printing them in a 

program, to actually picking 

up said baskets from around the 

archdiocese, to arranging set-up 

teams for 

baskets, 

dining ta-

bles and 

food.  

Surely 

there are 

many 

more ac-

tivities 

you super-

vised, so let’s include them when we 

send a huge THANK YOU for all your 

efforts, as well as those who provided 

much-appreciated assistance. 

 

See you all next year!! 

Cursillo Courier 

 

Thank You All! 
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Upcoming Weekends at the New Location 

As our Lay Director likes to call 

it, Our Lady of the Best Western 

in Divine (New) Providence is the 

Casa for the next two Cursillo 

Weekends. The Men’s 189th, 

with Rector Pat Ferrara and War-

den Tony Ventola will inaugurate 

it with the theme “All are Wel-

come”. 

Spiritual Directors are Fr. John 

Gordon, Fr. Ernest Rush and Dea-

con Paul Carris. Team members 

and their rollos:  John Landers, 

Come to the Sponsor’s Mass at 

8:00 p.m. at Best Western Murray 

Hill Hotel and Suites, 535 Central 

Avenue, New Providence, NJ  

07974. 

Ideal; Peter Monacchio, Laity; 

Tony Ventola, Piety; Andrew 

Uche, Study; Michael Kirwan, 

Action; Ralph Savercool, Lead-

ers; Michael Tapper, Environ-

ments; Steven Uber, Chrisian-

ity in Action; Pat Ferrara, To-

tal Security.  Music by Gordon 

Roehrer. Personal Contacts are 

Jim Clough and Chris Sontag.  

Service Team Chief is John Ven-

tola. 

Men’s 189th Weekend is October 27-30, 2016 

Women’s 174th Weekend is November 10-13, 2016 

“Trust and Obey” is the theme 

for the Women’s 17th Weekend, 

with Uju Egonu as Rector and 

Janet Gyss as Angel. Spiritual Di-

rectors are Fr. Thomas Lipnicki 

and Msgr. John Philip O’Connor 

(aka JP). Support Rector is Trisha 

Ferrara.  

The Team is gearing up with these 

members:  Christina Eze, Ideals; 

Melissa McKittrick, Laity, Janet 

Gyss, Piety; Ann Joseph, Study; 

Megan Larsen, Action; Mary Brown, 

Leaders; Irene de Bernardo, Envi-

ronments; Jill Altana, Christianity 

in Action. Music by Roz Hughes 

and Marva Phillips-Mendoza.  

Personal Contacts: Yvonne Green 

and Joanne Rinkus. Service Team 

Co-chiefs are Merilyn Smith and 

Mary Lyne.  

Don’t forget our Cursillo Mission:  to Evangelize our Environments!! 

Bring that friend to Christ by sponsoring him/her to a Weekend. 

Find applications on mycursillo.com. 
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On Friday, July 15, we gathered as a 
community for an Ultreya hosted by 

the Women’s  171st Cursillo at 

Sacred Heart Church, Rochelle Park. 

 

The Rector of the weekend, Joanne 
Rinkus, welcomed us and made eve-

ryone feel at 
home. After we 
broke into small 
groups for group 
reunion, we lis-
tened to Jill Al-
tanta share about  
her Fourth Day 

journey.   

 

Jill was magnifi-
cent as she spoke.  
She shared hon-
estly and from the 
heart about the 

death of her son Mike and how that life
-altering event brought her to Cursillo. 
She spoke about Fr. Thomas playing a 
huge role in getting her to Cursillo and 
on that weekend she experienced heal-
ing and forgiveness from Our Lord.  She 
also shared how she met a new friend, 
someone who (coincidently) she 
worked with for the past 15 years but 
didn’t know. This new friend also had 
lost a son, a bond that instantly 
brought them together. She spoke of 
love and hope and forgiveness and all 
those present in the room knew that 
Christ was present among us. Thank 
you Jill for sharing your journey with 

us! 

 

Tammy Hager gave the lay person sum-
mary and captured a lot of the emotion 
that we were all feeling. Tammy 
shared about getting to know Jill on 
the weekend and reflected on the 

beauty of Jill’s witness.  

 

Thomas shared how he was honored 
to be a part of Jill’s journey. He 
was humbled to be brought into the 
family and share that emotional 
part of their lives. He knew (as he 
always does) that Cursillo would be 
a wonderful experience for Jill and 

help her start the healing process. 

 

The evening ended with prayer and 
song and we all could attest that 
the Love of God and the spirit of 
friendship were alive and well.  
Thank you to Joanne and the entire 
group of women from the 171st for 
welcoming us and delivering us a 

spirit-filled evening.  

 

 DeColores! 

  

The Men of the 188th Cursillo 

graciously hosted an Ultreya at 
Blessed Sacrament / St. Charles Bor-
romeo, Newark this past March. 
Rector Harold Uche served as our 
host. Kudos to Harold and the Men 
of the 188th for an inspiring evening! 
  
Blessed Sacrament’s own Merlyn 
Smith led with 
an Opening 
Prayer. The men 
of the 188th 
served a capella 
as our leaders of 
song. Following 
spirited Group 
Reunion sharing, 
Ken Gysbers, a 
candidate on 
the Men’s 188th, 
witnessed about 

his journey pre-and post-Cursillo, of-
fering insights on the many times he 
has answered the call to service.  Ed 
Enright, a team member from the 
188th, shared his impressions and take
-away from Ken’s talk. Msgr. Paul Bo-
chicchio gave the Spiritual Summa-
tion, beautifully tying together Ken’s 
sharing with thoughtful insights. Ce-

lestia Conway aka “CC” led us in a 
heartfelt Closing Prayer.  
  
We are truly blessed to have so 
many committed Cursillistas willing 
to offer their time in the sponsoring 
of these events. It’s no wonder they 
always have such great turnouts. 
Many thanks to all – job well done! 


